NOR! pa 
EVENTS 1993 


@ News digest 
AFRICA “hyp 
AMERICAS tte 


Ker 
ASIA-PACIFIC 
EUROPE 


MIDDLE EAST - 


| INTERNATIONAL 


MONTHLY EXCEPT AU 


Keesing’s Record of World Events 0950-6128, July 1993, 


for June 


S£p 0 : Cc 2 
3 


Accciment of Nigerian elections 39494 
® also including Liberia: massacre of refugees e South Africa: setting 8 provisional 
election date ¢ Somalia: killing of Pakistani troops ¢ Malawi: referendum on multiparty 
system e Angola: extension of UN mandate e Mozambique: donors’ conference 

e Senegal, Chad: new Cabinets e Congo, Burundi, Madagascar: elections e OAU summit 


Renewed US administration confidence _ 39500 
e also including controversy over US Justice Department nomination e election of first 

~ Canadian woman Prime Minister e Guatemala: inauguration of new President e Haiti: 
New York talks e Cuba: suspension of sugar exports « Venezuela: new interim President 

e Bolivia: presidential and legislative elections « Central American summit 


Japan: calling of snap general election 39508 


-@ also including North Korea: easing of nuclear tensions, talks with USA e new Afghan 


government e Pakistan: federal rule in Punjab e India: corruption allegations against Rao 
e Cambodia: agreement on formation of government e Indonesia: establishment of 
national human rights commission ¢ Australia: legislation package on Aboriginal rights 


Bosnia: proposed three-way division 39516 
® also including removal of Yugoslavian President © Croatia: Krajina referendum, renewal 
of Geneva peace talks e Macedonia: Milosevic visit e Albania: confrontation with Greece 
over deportations ¢ Bulgaria: anti-Zhelev protests, resignation of Vice-President 

e Russia: constitutional conference e Azerbaijan: ousting of Elchibey e Ukraine: coal strike 
e EC: Copenhagen summit e Irish President's visit to Northern Ireland « Germany: new 
SPD and FDP chairs, ruling on troop deployment in Somalia e France: “zero immigration’ 
target © Spain: PSOE election victory e Italy: CD and PSI losses in elections e Turkey 
appointment of first woman Prime Minister 


US missile attack on Iraq 39531 
© also including Middle East peace talks e Israel: corruption accusations against Der'i 
e Iran: Re-election of Rafsanjani e« GCC, Damascus Declaration meetings 


-e Moroccan general election « Egypt: execution of Islamic activists, tension with Sudan 


World Conference on Human Rights 39537 
© also including NATO Foreign Ministers’ meeting « new GATT Director-General 

e OPEC Oil Ministers’ meeting « OECD meeting e Ninth AIDS conference e conclusion of 
KAL-007 investigation 


GUST 


LONGMAN Ea 


Second-class postage paid at Rahway N.J. Postmaster: Send address corrections to Keesing’s Record of World Events, c/o Mercury Airfreight International Ltd Inc., 2323 Randolph Avenue, Avenel, N.J. 07001. 


Issue no. 6. Frequency: 11 issues published per year. Office of publication: Keesing’s Record of World Events, c/o Mercury Airfreight International Ltd Inc., 


2323 Randolph Avenue, Avenel, N.J. 07001 (US Mailing Agent). Subscription price: $299.00. 


News Digest for June.15 


. x Ws 


NIGERIA 
Annulment of elections 


Polling took place as scheduled for presiden- 
tial elections in early June, but the elections 
were subsequently annulled by the ruling 
military junta, the National Defence and Se- 
curity Council (NDSC), led by Gen. Ibrahim 
Babangida. The annulment called into ques- 
tion the completion of Nigeria’s laborious 
transition to civilian government after 10 
years of military rule. Under the election time- 
table, the NDSC was to hand over power to a 
civilian government on Aug. 27. 
Background to elections 

Following the abortive presidential primaries in 
1992 [see pp. 39041; 39083; 39130], the country’s 
two legitimate political parties had selected their 
candidates and running mates in March and May 
[see pp. 39401; 39448] for elections scheduled for 
early June. The left-of-centre Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) selected Moshood Kashimawo 
Olawale “MKO” Abiola, a Muslim Yoruba press 
magnate, and Baba Gana Kingibe as his running- 
mate; the right-of-centre National Republican Con- 
vention (NRC) selected Bashir Othma Tofa, a 
Muslim from the north and an economist, and 
Sylvester Ugoh as his running mate. Both candi- 
dates had close links with Gen. Babangida. 

High Court attempt to halt elections 


On June 10, two days before the scheduled 
polling date, the High Court in Abuja, the 
federal capital, ordered the National Election 
Commission (NEC) to delay voting pending 
its hearing of a suit filed by an organization 
pressing for extended military rule. 


The application to the Court was made by the 
Association for Better Nigeria (ABN), a shadowy 
organization headed by millionaire businessman 
Arthur Nzeribe, a former presidential candidate 
who was believed to have links with Gen. 
Babangida. The ABN called for an extension of 
military rule until 1997 on the grounds that civilian 
politicians were not yet ready to govern. 


On June 11 the NEC declared that the elec- 
tions would take place as scheduled, rejecting 
the court decision and citing the provisions of 
Decree 13 issued in April 1993, which stated 
that no court had the power to prevent the 
holding of elections. The decision to disregard 
the legal ruling also followed strong diplo- 
matic intervention by the USA, which pub- 
licly informed the military that it would view 
any delay in the return to civilian rule with 
“grave concern”. 


Suspension of publication of results 


On June 12 voting took place as scheduled. 
Polling passed off smoothly despite poor or- 
ganization, but turnout was low. 


By June 14 results from about half of the country’s 
30 states were known and showed Abiola to be 


winning by a wide margin. The partial results indi- 
cated that Abiola had performed strongly in the 
traditional SDP heartlands and had also gained 
ground in NRC areas. 


On June 15 the ABN wona ruling in the Abuja 
High Court directing the NEC to halt the 
publication of the election results. The NEC 
complied on June 16, announcing the suspen- 
sion of publication “until further notice”. 
Meanwhile, both political parties issued de- 
mands for the results to be published. As 
tension increased, the military tightened secu- 
rity in the main cities. 

On June 18 the Lagos-based Campaign for Democ- 
racy released what it claimed to be the final banned 
election results in defiance of the Court ruling. 
According to these figures Abiola had easily de- 
feated Tofa, winning outright in 19 of the 30 states. 


Annulment of elections 


On June 23, two days after the NEC had 
lodged an appeal against the Abuja High 
Court ruling with the Federal Court of Appeal 
in Kaduna, the NDSC announced that the 
presidential elections had been annulled. 


Inits statement, the junta said that “these steps” had 
been taken “so as to protect our legal system and 
the judiciary from being ridiculed and politicised 
both nationally and internationally”. 


The USA described the annulment as “outra- 
geous”, given that the elections had been free 
from any serious irregularities, and an- 
nounced that all aspects of US-Nigerian rela- 
tions were under review. The United 
Kingdom also condemned the decision and 
announced that it would freeze new aid to 
Nigeria and halt all military training. 


At first the SDP and NRC remained silent, but on 
June 24 Abiola proclaimed himself as president- 
elect and urged the international community to 
back him against the military. At the same time the 
Campaign for Democracy issued a call for a cam- 
paign of civil disobedience to force the NDSC to 
rescind the annulment. 


In a statement issued on June 25 Babangida prom- 
ised that an elected president would be installed on 
the scheduled handover date of Aug. 27 and inti- 
mated that he was planning to authorize a re-poll. 
The following day he outlined a series of new 
election rules which would prevent both Abiola and 
Tofu from standing in the event of a re-poll. 


In late June there were reports of outbreaks of 
unrest in northern and westerm states. On June 29 
Babangida informed the state governors that they 
would be held responsible for any further unrest. 


i Last article p. 39448; reference article p- R18. 


LIBERIA 
Massacre of refugees 


More than 450 people were reported killed on 
June 6 following an attack on a refugee camp 
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at Kata near Harbel, about 50 km north-east 
of the capital, Monrovia. Described by offi- 
cials of the office of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as “an orgy of 
killing and mutilation”, the massacre was be- 
lieved to have taken place after guerrillas en- 
tered the camp in search of food a day after 
the UN had distributed rice in the area. 


Responsibility for the slaughter was widely | 


attributed to the rebel National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL) loyal to Charles Taylor. 


In late May, Taylor was reported to have begun “a 
reign of terror” against civilians by ordering an 
attack on the town of Fasama, 160 km north of 
Monrovia, in which 20 people died. Allegations of 
NPLF involvement in the Harbel massacre were 
denied by Taylor, however, while subsequent re- 
ports indicated that it might have been the work of 
the Armed Forces'of Liberia (AFL), the force con- 


trolled by President Samuel Doe until his death in 


1990. a 


In a statement on: June 9 the UN Security 
Council condemned the massacre and warned 
that those responsible would be held account- 
able. It also’ announced that UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali had 
instructed his §pecial representative, Trevor 
Gordon-Somers,‘to proceed immediately to 
Monrovia to conduct a thorough investiga- 
tion. 


Earlier that day a communiqué issued on be- 
half of Benin’s President Nicephore Soglo, 
current chairman of the Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States (ECOWAS) 
Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), condemned 
the attack as “barbarism”, and called for an 
international commission to establish respon- 
sibility for the crime. The NPLF was also 
reported to have requested an international 
investigation into the massacre. 


BB Last article p. 39306; reference article p. R14. 


TOGO 


Rescheduling of presidential 
elections 


The government on June 24 announced that 
the first round of presidential elections set for 
July 4 had been postponed to July 18, with a 
further round set for Aug. 1. Justifying the 
postponement, the fifth since August 1992, 
the government claimed that it had “no 


choice”, and accused the opposition of “in- 


transigence” blaming it for the breakdown in 
negotiations between the two sides. 


On June 22 talks between representatives of Presi- 
dent Gnassingbe Eyadema and the Collective of 
Democratic Opposition-2 (COD-2) which had re- 
sumed in Ouagadougou, Burkina, broke down 
amid reports of “persistent differences” over the 
electoral timetable [for earlier talks see pp. 39305- 
06; 39448-49]. Underlying the dispute was the 


opposition’s demand, rejected by the government, — 


for a postponement of the July 4 presidential elec- 
tions to allow opposition candidates more time to 
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prepare their campaign. The government had al- 
ready (on June 1) rescheduled the presidential elec- 
tions from June 20 to July 4. 


On June 30 a COD-2 spokesman dismissed the 
government’s latest election schedule as “legally 
impossible”. 

New political grouping 


The formation of a new opposition coalition, 


Co-ordination des Forces Nouvelles (CFN— 
Co-ordination of New Forces), headed by 
Prime Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh, was 
announced on June 11. The group, composed 
of six parties, said it was “resolutely commit- 
ted to an irreversible democratic process”. 


Hi Last article pp. 39448-49; reference article pp. R24-25. 


SENEGAL 
New Cabinet 


Following the May election victory of his 
Senegalese Socialist Party (PS) [see p. 
39449], President Abdou Diouf on June 2 
reappointed Prime Minister Habib Thiam 
who announced his Cabinet on June 3. 


The 28-strong Cabinet included 12 members who 
had served in the outgoing administration. Its com- 
position was criticized by the opposition 
Senegalese Democratic Party (PDS) which said 
that it was a government neither of national consen- 
sus nor of new personalities. Ousman Ngom, a 
leading PDS member, described it as a “war Cabi- 
net against Abdoulayé Wade [secretary-general of 
the PDS] and the PDS .. . under the authority of the 
man [i.e. Thiam] sworn to eliminate Wade politi- 


New Senegalese Cabinet - 
key members 


Habib Thiam Prime Minister 
Moustapha Niasse Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs and Senegalese Abroad 
*Robert Sagna Minister of State for 
Agriculture 
Ousmane Tanor Dieng Minister of State 
for Presidential Services and Affairs 
*Djibo Laity Ka Minister of State for the 
Interior 
*Jacques Baudin Justice 
*Madieng Khary Dieng Armed Forces 
Papa Ousmane Sakho Economy, Finance 
and Planning 
*Amath Dansokho Urban Planning and 
Housing 
*André Sonko National Education 
*Alassane Dialy Ndiaye Energy, Mines and 
Industry 
*Magued Diouf Moderization and 
Technology 
Abdoulayé Elimane Kane Communication 
Coura Ba Thiam (f) Culture 
*Assane Diop Health and Social Welfare 
*Serigne Lamine Diop Employment, Labour 
and Professional Training 


*Member of previous administration. 
| Women are indicated by (f). 


cally and physically”. He confirmed that the PDS 
had not been invited to join the government. 


Wl Last article p. 39449; reference article pp. R19-20. 


NIGER 


Extension of truce with 
Tuareg rebels 


The government on June 10 ordered the lifting 
of a state of emergency imposed in April 1992 
on the north of the country. It had already 
agreed on June 2 to extend by another three 
months a truce signed in Paris in March 1993 
with Tuareg representatives from the Libera- 
tion Front of Air and Azawad (FLAA). Ina 
series of further gestures the government also 
agreed to permit free movement between Ni- 
ger and Algeria, and promised assistance with 
the resettlement of an estimated 10,000 Tu- 
aregs who had fled to Algeria. 


On June 11, reports said that the Algerian-based 
military command of the FLAA had opposed the 
agreement concluded by the FLAA’s political 
wing. On June 24 a newly formed Tuareg group, 
the Revolutionary Army of the Liberation of North- 
em Niger led by Attaher Abdulmumin, announced 
that it would not abide by the truce. 


Wi Last article p. 39449; reference article pp. R17-18. 


CHAD 


New transitional Cabinet - 
IC) hearing on territorial 
dispute 


Prime Minister Fidéle Moungar announced 
on June 24 the appointment of a 16-minister 
Cabinet to replace the 22-member administra- 
tion appointed on April 12 [see pp. 39402-03]). 
The Prime Minister was responding to de- 
mands from the Higher Transitional Council 
(CST—legislature) for a reduction in the size 
of the government. 


New appointees were Ahmed Karoum as Minister 
of Foreign Affairs (replacing Mahamat Ali 
Adoum), Ali Djalbor as Minister of the Interior and 
Security (replacing Valentin Neatobei who moved 
to Mines, Energy and Water Resources), and 
Miskine Abderahmane Izo as Minister of National 
Education, Culture and Reforms (replacing Joseph 
Koumagoto). 

ICJ hearing on dispute with Libya 
President Idriss Déby attended the opening 
session in The Hague on June 14 of the Inter- 
national Court of Justice’s hearings into the 
territorial dispute between Chad and Libya 
over the Aouzou strip. The dispute had been 
cited on June 11 by the Higher Transitional 
Council as one of the reasons for its refusal to 
ratify a co-operation agreement with Libya. 


Wi Last article p- 39449; reference article pp. R7-8. 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 


Cabinet reshuffle 


Tension between President André Kolingba 
and Prime Minister Enoch Derant Lakoue was 
revealed on June 24 when Lakoue threatened 
to resign over the appointment of Christophe 
Grelombe to replace Gen. Alphonse 
Goumbadias Minister of Public Security and 
Territorial Administration. 


Describing Grelombe as “the symbol of repres- 
sion”, the Prime Minister said that his appointment 
would “subvert the electoral process”. On June 27 
Kolingba sought a compromise by splitting the 
portfolio and appointing Grelombe as Minister of 
Public Security and an administrative officer 
known to be close to Lakoue as Interior Minister. 


New election date 


On June 11 Lakoue announced that presiden- 
tial and legislative elections hitherto sched- 
uled for Oct. 17 would be brought forward to 
August, and on June 18 it was confirmed that 
the first round of elections would take place 
on Aug. 22. 


The announcement followed the visit on June 5 of 
Michel Roussin, the French Minister of Co-opera- 
tion, who reportedly put pressure on Kolingba to 
bring forward the elections. According to French 
media reports, Roussin stressed that continuing 
French aid was conditional on the rapid implemen- 
tation of the electoral process which had been 
halted in October 1992 when presidential and leg- 
islative polls had been cancelled as a result of 
irregularities [see p. 39130]. The announcement in 
May of the October date had aroused a storm of 
protest from the opposition [see p. 39448]. 


i Last article p- 39448; reference article p. R7. 


CONGO 


Second round of legislative 
elections - Demand for fresh 
polls - Supreme Court ruling 


Political controversy and mounting fears of 
civil war marked the second round of legisla- 
tive elections held on June 6 [for first round 
see p. 39448]. The opposition coalition Union 
for Democratic Renewal-Congolese Work- 
ers’ Party (URD-PCT), which had alleged 
widespread irregularities in the first round 
[ibid.], boycotted the polls, while three people 
were reported killed in outbreaks of violence 
during voting in the capital, Brazzaville. 


Official results declared by the Interior Min- 
istry on June 11 showed that President Pascal 
Lissouba’s Pan-Africa Union for Social De- 
mocracy (UPADS) had won in seven out of 
the 11 contested constituencies, with the Un- 
ion for Democracy and Republic (UDR) gain- 
ing control of the remaining four. The 
outcome gave Lissouba’s supporters an abso- 
lute majority with 69 of the 125 seats in the 
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National Assembly against 49 won in the first 
round by the URD-PCT. 


Demand for fresh polls 


The announcement of the results came amid 
persistent calls by the opposition for fresh 
first-round polls in 12 constituencies. On June 
8 Bernard Kolelas, head of the URD-PCT, 
went on television urging “civil disobedi- 
ence” to force new general elections. In a 
statement on June 13 Lissouba warned that the 
country was heading for “an insurrection” by 
armed opposition groups. 


By mid-June Brazzaville was in the grip of 
political protest and paralysed by extensive 
military deployments and violent demonstra- 
tions in which some civilians were reported 
killed. On June 13 the secretary of the Libyan 
people’s bureau (ambassador), Mahmoud 
Mohammad Saad, was shot dead after failing 
to stop at a military checkpoint in Brazzaville. 
An appeal by Kolelas for army intervention 
“to guarantee democracy and law and order” 
was denounced by Lissouba’s supporters as 
“anti-national and anti-democratic”. 


Reports emerged meanwhile of attempts to 
resolve the crisis. At a meeting with Kolelas 
on June 20 Lissouba was said to have offered 
to re-run second round ballots in 10 out of 11 
constituencies on condition that the opposi- 
tion accepted first round results. The proposal 
was rejected by the URD-PCT which on June 
21 renewed its call for first round poll results 
to be annulled. 


Supreme Court ruling on 
“inconsistency” of publication of 
election results 


On June 30 the Supreme Court ruled “incon- 
sistent” the publication of the results of the 
first and second round of legislative elections, 
saying that it “did not conform with existing 
laws”. 


Naming of rival governments 


Differences between the government and op- 
position parties hardened with the appoint- 
ment of rival governments. On June 23 
Lissouba named as Prime Minister Gen. 
Jacques-Joachim Yhombi-Opango, President 
in 1977-79 and leader of the Rally for Democ- 
racy and Development (RDD). In a statement 
issued the same day the opposition said that it 
had chosen Jean-Pierre Thystere-Tchikaya, 
leader of the Rally for Democracy and Social 
Progress (RDPS), to head a parallel “govern- 
ment of national salvation”. 


Details of Yhombi-Opango’s new Cabinet were 
released on June 24, and the opposition’s list of a 
24-member government was published on June 27. 


On June 22 the inaugural session of the National 
Assembly, boycotted by the opposition, elected 
former Prime Minister André Milongo as Speaker. 


Wi Last article p- 39448; reference article p. R8. 


ZAIRE 
Dispute over ILO seat 


The International Labour Organization (ILO) 
on June 15 accepted the right of a delegation 
selected by Prime Minister Faustin Birindwa 
(appointed by President Mobutu Sese Seko) 
to attend an ILO conference in Geneva. The 
ILO stressed, however, that the decision did 
not constitute formal recognition of the Bir- 
indwa government. A similar dispute at the 
World Health Assembly (WHO) in May had 
also been resolved in favour of the Birindwa 
government. 


Violence in Shaba 


More than 20 people were feared dead in 
mid-June after a renewed outbreak of ethnic 
violence in the south-eastern province of 
Shaba. Aid workers belonging to the French- 
based charity Médecins sans frontiéres said 
that the dead were among 10,000 refugees 
stranded for several weeks in railway wagons 
along the provincial border between Shaba 
and Kasai. 

New political parties 

Six ministers of the Birindwa government, 
formerly members of the Sacred Union led by 
Prime Minister Etienne Tshisekedi (ap- 
pointed by the High Council of the Repub- 
lic—HCR), announced the creation on June 
20 of the Union Sacrée Rénovée (USR—the 
Renewed Sacred Union). 


The formation of the Holy Alliance for Dia- 
logue (SAD) led by Gen. Nathaniel Mbumba 
was announced on June 27. 


i Last article pp. 39447-48; reference article pp. R25-26. 


RWANDA 
Adjournment of negotiations 


Peace negotiations between the government 
and representatives of the rebel Rwandan Pa- 
triotic Front (FPR) were adjourned on June 
25, the day after the two sides had been sched- 
uled to sign a comprehensive peace accord. 
Following the adjournment, each side accused 
the other of preparing to launch fresh military 
offensives. 


Significant progress had been achieved during ne- 
gotiations held in the northern town of Kinihira 
during May [see pp. 39451-52]. Talks resumed in 
the Tanzanian town of Arusha in early June, and on 
June 9 the two sides signed a protocol on the 
repatriation of all Rwandan refugees. However, the 
talks effectively collapsed on June 24 after they had 
failed to agree on, among other things, the details 
of the creation of an integrated army. 


The collapse of the talks also followed a decision 
taken on June 23 by the Rwandan Cabinet to reject 
the candidacy of Prime Minister Dismas 
Nsengiyaremye as head of a new coalition govern- 
ment to be established following the signing of a 
peace accord. 
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Agreement to deploy UN mission on border 
The UN Security Council on June 22 unani- 


mously adopted Resolution 846 under which — 


it decided to establish the UN Observer Mis- 
sion Uganda-Rwanda (UNOMUR) to moni- 
tor the Uganda-Rwanda border to verify that 
no military assistance was reaching the FPR. 


The 100-strong force was to be deployed on the 
Ugandan side of the border for an initial period of — 


six months. 
Wi Last article pp. 39451-52; reference article pp. R18-19. 


BURUNDI 
Presidential elections 


Melchior Ndadaye, leader of the opposition 
Front for Democracy in Burundi (Frodebu) 


and a member of the majority Hutu tribe, was. 


elected President after defeating the incum- 
bent Pierre Buyoya in the country’s first 
multi-party presidential elections held on 
June 1 [for setting of date see p. 39404]. The 
outcome of the elections, officially confirmed 
on June 5, dramatically reversed predictions 
of an easy win for Buyoya, who had been 
expected to extend through the ballot box the 
presidency he had seized in a bloodless coup 
in September 1987 [see pp. 35631-32]. It also 
marked an end of centuries of domination by 
the minority Tutsi tribe to which Buyoya be- 
longed. 


Ndadaye, 40, a banker by profession, had returned 
to Burundi in 1983, having fled in 1972 from the 
wave of ethnic massacres gripping the country. He 
established Frodebu as a clandestine organization 
in 1986, and was briefly imprisoned by Buyoya’s 
military regime in 1988 after mounting a campaign 
for greater Hutu participation in government. 
Frodebu was legalized in July 1992. 


The elections, contested by three candidates, were — 


remarkable for the absence of violence. However, 
early hopes of anend to the murderous tribal rivalry 
between Hutus and Tutsis which had scarred the 
country since its independence in 1962 receded 
quickly after hundreds of Tutsi students and civil 
servants staged demonstrations in the capital, Bu- 
jumbura, on June 3-8, claiming that “ethnic senti- 
ment had prevailed in the vote”. On June 8 Ndadaye 
moved to “calm the losers” by announcing that he 


Burundi presidential elections 


Candidate Number of % of 
Votes vote 


Melchior Ndadaye (Frodebu) 
Pierre 'Buyoya (UPRONA) 
- Pierre-Claver 
Sendegeya (PRP) 


33,072 1.44 


Invalid votes: 21,025. 

Registered voters: 2,355,126. 

Turnout: 97.31 per cent. 

Frodebu: Front for Democracy in Burundi. 
UPRONA: Union pour le progres national. 


PRP: Party for the Reconciliation of the 
People. 


1,483,904 64.75 | 
742,360 32.39 |. 


“—— 
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would choose a Tutsi as the country’s next prime 
minister. 


Legislative elections 


Legislative elections to the new National As- 
sembly, established by the Constitution which 
entered into force in March 1992 [see p. 
38803], were held on June 29, when Frodebu 
was reported to have won a substantial major- 
ity. According to preliminary estimates, 
Frodebu was likely to control 65 of the 81 
contested seats; the remaining seats were ex- 
pected to go to UPRONA, none of the other 
parties having reached the 5 per cent threshold 
necessary to have a candidate elected. Turnout 
was estimated at between 75 and 90 per cent. 


Hl Last articles pp. 38996; 39404; reference article p. R6. 


ANGOLA 


Extension of UN mandate 


The UN Security Council on June 2 extended 
until July 15 the mandate of the UN Angola 
Verification Mission (UNAVEM II) but 
halved its operation to around 50 military 
observers. In a resolution endorsing the exten- 
sion, the second since the breakdown of the 
Abidjan peace talks between the government 
and the rebel National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola (UNITA) [see pp. 
39399-400; 39447], the Security Council also 
unanimously declared UNITA responsible for 
the breakdown of peace negotiations. 
Continued fighting 

Fighting intensified across the country, with 
reports of heavy civilian casualties and the 
evacuation of foreigners from besieged cities 
including Huambo, captured by UNITA in 
March [see p. 39350]. In early June fierce fires 
were reported to have broken out at onshore 
oil storage tanks near the town of Soyo in the 
north-west, recaptured by UNITA in late 
May. 

On June 8 Angolan National Radio reported that 
heavy shelling by UNITA forces in Kuito in central 
Angola had killed more than 50 civilians. A further 
215 civilians died during renewed fighting in Kuito 
on June 17-20. Simultaneous reports said that 
Menongue, 250 km south of Kuito, had come under 
siege by UNITA forces with up to 30 people dying 
daily from the lack of food and medical care. In 
mid-June UNITA claimed that it had seized the 
northem cities of Ucua and Quibaxi. 


The UN Security Council on June 8 strongly con- 
demned UNITA rebels for an attack on May 27 on 
a civilian train in Kigunga, southern Angola, in 
which an estimated 300 people were killed and 
several hundred wounded. 


Appeal for humanitarian aid 

The departing UN special envoy Margaret 
Anstee [see p. 39447] issued an urgent appeal 
for humanitarian aid to Angola at a UN-spon- 
sored conference held in Geneva on June 3. 
Describing what she termed “a human catas- 
_ trophe without precedent”, Anstee estimated 


that donor countries would need to raise at 
least US$227 million to help 2,000,000 An- 
golans suffering from hunger, drought and 
disease. 


Relations with USA and South Africa 


Full diplomatic relations with the USA were 
formally established on June 21. The event, 
which followed the announcement of US rec- 
ognition in May [see p. 39447], was marked 
by talks between President José Eduardo dos 
Santos, and visiting US Assistant Secretary of 
State for African Affairs George Moose. 


During bilateral talks in Windhoek on June 4 
Venancio de Moura, the Foreign Minister, and 
his South African counterpart, Roelof “Pik” 
Botha, were said to have discussed the issue 
of alleged South African mercenaries fighting 
in Angola and of Angolan citizens serving in 
the South African security forces. 


Wi Last article p. 39447; reference article p. R3. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Progress at constitutional talks 


The government headed by State President F. 
W. de Klerk and the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) declared a major advance in 
multiparty constitutional talks [see p. 39446] 
on June 30, after a “constitutional deal” was 
reached. 


The ANC and the government had insisted that the 
country’s final constitution should be drawn up by 
an elected constituent assembly, whereas Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi’s Zulu-based Inkatha Free- 
dom Party had demanded that it be drafted by the 
negotiating council itself. The deal reached in late 
June, formulated by a team of lawyers and academ- 
ics, provided that the boundaries, functions, duties, 
powers and structures of regions would be finalized 
by the negotiating council and would be legally 
binding on an elected constituent assembly which 
would draft the constitution. The deal thus also 
partially accommodated the demand for a federal 
constitution made by Inkatha and its allies in the 
Concemed South Africans Group (COSAG), com- 
prising the Conservative Party (CP), the Afrikaner 
Volksunie (AVU—A frikaner National Union), rep- 
resentatives of the nominally independent Ciskei 
and Bophuthatswana bantustans (“homelands”) 
and representatives of the non-independent 
Kwazulu bantustan. The failure of a COSAG mo- 
tion that its constitutional proposals be considered 
immediately had precipitated the temporary with- 
drawal of the six COSAG parties on June 15. 


Provisional election date 


Earlier, on June 3, it had been provisionally agreed 
that non-racial multiparty elections would be held 
on April 27, 1994, thus complying with the decla- 
ration of intent agreed by a majority of parties on 
May 7 [see p. 39446]. Confirmation of the date, 
which had been opposed by the CP, the AVU, and 
the Ciskei and Kwazulu bantustan delegations, had 
been due on June 15 but was postponed following 
the COSAG walk-out. It was expected in early July. 
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AWB invasion of talks venue 


The talks were seriously disrupted on June 25 
when the negotiations venue, the Johannes- 
burg World Trade Centre, was stormed by a 
group of heavily armed supporters of the 
Afrikaner Volksfront (AVF—Afrikaner Na- 
tional Front) [see p. 39446]. 


Led by Eugene Terreblanche, leader of the neo- 
nazi Afrikaner Resistance Movement (AWB), 
about 500 AVF supporters brandishing shotguns 
and revolvers seized the main negotiating chamber 
where they attacked black delegates and journal- 
ists, their actions unhindered by the 1,000 armed 
police officers on duty. A further 3,000 AVF sup- 
porters waited outside the building, within the po- 
lice security cordon. Having occupied the hall, 
Terreblanche, the AVF convenor Gen. (retd) 
Constand Viljoen, and Ferdi Hartzenberg, leader of 
the CP, held almost two hours of talks with govern- 
ment officials ending with an agreement that they 
would leave the premises peacefully if no arrests 
were made. The officials said that they reserved the 
right to press criminal charges later. 


The AVF action provoked a storm of protest from 
the majority of parties involved in the talks, with 
the CP being particularly denounced for its in- 
volvement. ANC president Nelson Mandela called 
for the immediate arrest of right-wing leaders and 
criticized the police for failing to take action against 
the raiders. The police later explained that, had they 
opened fire, they would have provoked a blood- 
bath. Despite de Klerk’s promise of firm action, by 
June 29 only 25 arrests had been made. Police 
refused to identify the detainees but these appeared 
not have included Terreblanche or Viljoen. Al- 
though the incident was recorded by the television 
news media, the police reported that they were 
unable to identify most of the participants. 


PAC’s armed struggle 


There was confusion in June surrounding the 
position of the Pan-Africanist Congress 
(PAC) regarding the armed struggle. Al- 
though the PAC told the multiparty negotiat- 
ing council on June 22 that it accepted a 
declaration on the “cessation/suspension of 
hostilities, armed struggle and violence”, in a 
press conference immediately following the 
council session Jakie Seroke, PAC secretary 
for political affairs, said that a cessation or 
suspension of the activities of its armed wing, 
the Azanian People’s Liberation Army 
(APLA) was “not on the cards”. 


On June 28 Roelf Meyer, Minister of Constitutional 
Development and of Communications, announced 
that the government was suspending bilateral talks 
with the PAC until the organization committed 
itself to the suspension of the armed struggle. He 
also added that the police would continue to take 
appropriate action against the PAC and APLA [see 
p. 39446 for May crackdown]. 


Mandela-Buthelezi talks 


The leaders of the ANC and Jnkatha, Mandela 
and Buthelezi, had a meeting lasting more 
than 10 hours in Johannesburg on June 23, 
their first for over two years [see pp. 37951- 
52], after a weekend during which at least 34 
people were killed in the Natal area in the 
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long-running conflict between the organiza- 
tions’ supporters. 

Both sides insisted that the meeting itself marked a 
breakthrough and that “considerable progress” had 
been made towards reconciliation. Both agreed, as 
they had in January 1991, to take steps to curb 
violence and promote free political activity. 
Buthelezi, however, cautioned that hopes should 
not be raised and that “neither of us believe that 
violence will disappear overnight”. He also made 
it clear that he was not ready to endorse April 27, 
1994, as the date for elections [see above]. 


Reintroduction of death penalty 


On June 17 Parliament voted to resume the 
use of the death penalty, which had been 
suspended since Feb. 2, 1990, as part of the 
package of political reforms announced by de 
Klerk at that time [see p. 37232]. 


The ANC reacted angrily to the decision, question- 
ing the authority of the “non-democratic parlia- 
ment” to rule on such an important issue. Noting 
that almost all of the 296 prisoners on death row 
were black and that the judicial bench consisted 
almost entirely of white appointees (with one ex- 
ception—see p. 38377), the ANC argued that there 
was an especially high risk of miscarriages of jus- 
tice as a result of language and cultural differences 
between the judges and the judged. 


Winnie Mandela appeal 


Winnie Mandela, the estranged wife of the 
ANC president, had her sentence reduced 
from six years’ imprisonment to a R 15,000 
fine by the Bloemfontein Court of Appeal on 
June 2 (US$1.00=R 4.5912 as at June 8, 
1993). 


Mandela had been sentenced by the Rand Supreme 
Court in May 1991 following her conviction on 
charges of kidnapping and being an accessory to 
assault [see pp. 38179; 38324]. She was also or- 
dered to pay damages of R 5,000 to three of the 
assault victims. 


i Last article pp. 39446-47; reference article pp. R21-22. 


ANGOLA-NAMIBIA- 
SOUTH AFRICA 


Foreign ministers’ meeting 


The foreign ministers of Angola, Namibia and 
South Africa, respectively Venancio de 
Moura, Theo-Ben Gurirab, Roelof “Pik” 
Botha, met for trilateral talks in Windhoek on 
June 4. 


A statement released after the talks said that 
the ministers had agreed “to work towards 
Angolan peace and regional co-operation” 
and to give further attention to the status of 
Angolan and South African representative of- 
fices in Pretoria and Luanda. Reviewing secu- 
rity in the region ministers also agreed to 
establish closer monitoring of sub-continental 
airspace, and to direct their national 
law-enforcing agencies to control the recruit- 
ment of mercenaries, and the cross-border 
smuggling of weapons and diamonds. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


International donors’ 
conference 


An international donors’ meeting ended in 
Maputo on June 9 with pledges of assistance 
worth US$70,000,000. With US$450 million 
already pledged at a donors’ meeting in Rome 
in December 1992 [see p. 39227], the total of 
US$520 million compared with recent gov- 
ernment estimates that the implementation of 
its humanitarian programme would cost some 
US$560,000,000. 


Repatriation of refugees 


The repatriation of an estimated 1,300,000 
Mozambican refugees, believed to be the larg- 
est such operation ever undertaken in Africa, 
was formally inaugurated with the return on 
June 12 of refugees from Zimbabwe under the 
supervision of the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 
According to government figures published on 
June 13 more than 10,000 refugees in South Africa, 
Swaziland and Zimbabwe had returned voluntarily 
to Mozambique between October 1992 and May 
1993; most had settled in Gaza province. Some 
145,000 refugees in Zimbabwe were scheduled to 
be repatriated by the end of July. More than 
150,000 displaced people or deslocados were also 
said to have returned to their homes since October 
1992. 


Confinement of troops 


Aldo Ajello, the UN Secretary-General’s spe- 
cial representative, said on June 15 that the 
disarming of government troops and forces of 
the Mozambique National Resistance (MNR 
or Renamo) under the terms of the October 
1992 peace treaty [see p. 39129], would begin 
in Zambezia and Nampula provinces on June 
21. Announcement of the scheme, delayed by 
logistical problems and disagreement over as- 
sembly points, came after the resumption on 
June 3 of the work of the peace accord com- 
missions which had been disrupted in March 
[see p. 39400]. 

Wl Last article p. 39447; reference article pp. R16-17. 


MALAWI 


Referendum supporting 
raultiparty system 


A referendum on June 14 approved the intro- 
duction of multiparty democracy as opposed 
to the retention of the existing one-party sys- 
tem. Life President Hastings Kamuzu Banda 
rejected opposition calls for his resignation, 
but on June 21 the ruling Malawi Congress 
Party (MCP) did agree to the formation of a 
multiparty National Executive Council to 
oversee the transition to multiparty democ- 
racy. 

The referendum was conducted with the assistance 
of UN observers. Official results announced on 
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June 16 stated that 67 per cent of the electorate went 
to the polls; there were 1,993,996 votes (63.2 per 
cent of the total vote cast) in favour of a multiparty 
system, 1,088,473 for the continuation of the one- 
party system, and 70,979 invalid votes. 

Polling reflected regional and ethnic differences, 
with Banda’s support strongest in the central re- 
gion, his home area and the MCP’s power base. 
Conversely there were large majorities in favour of 
multipartyism in the south, the heartland of support - 
for the opposition United Democratic Front (UDF), 
and in the north, where the main opposition party 
was the Alliance for Democracy (AFORD). 
Chakufwa Chihana, the AFORD leader, who was 
convicted of sedition in December 1992 [see pp. 
39229; 39351], had been released two days befor: 
the referendum. ; 
Banda had called the referendum in October 1992 
in the face of internal unrest and the withdrawal by 
donor countries of all but humanitarian assistance. 
Initially he had planned to use two ballot boxes in 
each polling station (one featuring the MCP black 
cockerel and one, featuring a lamp, for opposition 
groups), but on May 18, after objections from in- 
ternational organizations and threats of an opposi- 
tion boycott, he had announced that a single box 
would be used. 


On June 15 Chihana called on Banda to resign 
and become the figurehead of a MCP- 
AFORD-UDF transitional government which 
would prepare multiparty elections. In an ad- 
dress on June 17 Banda declared that his res- 
ignation was “out of the question” but said that 
he accepted the referendum result and hoped 
for elections “within a year”. On June 20, 
police stopped a UDF rally at a stadium in 
Blantyre, saying that no permit had been is- 
sued 

Agreement to form National 

Executive Council 


A meeting on June 21 of the opposition Public 
Affairs Committee (PAC—which brought to- — 
gether opposition groups) and the MCP’s 
Presidential Committee on Dialogue agreed 
to form a 14-strong committee (with seven 
PAC and seven MCP members). This would 
work out the responsibilities of a National 
Executive Council—to oversee the transition 
to a multiparty system and the holding of 
elections—and of a National Consultative 
Council which would draft a new constitution. 
Another committee would investigate the 
workings of the government-controlled ~ 
Malawi Broadcasting Corporation. 


Wi Last article p. 39351; reference article pp. R14-15. 


KENYA 


Return of opposition MPs to 
KANU - New official opposition 


On June 3 former Cabinet minister Paul 
Joseph Ngei, a member of the opposition 
Democratic Party (DP), announced his defec- 
tion to the ruling Kenya African National _- 
Union (KANU), saying that KANU was the 
“the only political party capable of unifying 
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Kenyans of all communities”. He was joined 
the following day by Abdullahi Haji Moham- 
mad, one of DP’s founding members at the 
end of 1991 [see pp. 38662; 38707]. 


The defection to KANU on June 19 of Julius 
Njunga Njoroge, an MP from the recently 

declared official opposition party FORD- 
Asili [see p. 39403], reduced the party’s num- 
ber of parliamentary seats from 31 to 30 [see 
pp. 39254; 39403]. 


The Speaker of the National Assembly de- 
clared on June 22 that FORD-Kenya, with 31 
seats, was now the official parliamentary op- 
position, after recognizing the defection of 
Njoroge from FORD-Asili. Jaramogi Oginga- 
Odinga of FORD-Kenya was named leader of 
the opposition. 

Disbanding of KANU youth 
organization 


President Daniel arap Moi on June 12 for- 
mally disbanded the KANU youth organiza- 
tion, Youth Kanu 92 (YK 92), saying that 
“certain party officials . . . had operated con- 
trary to party policies and embarked on threat- 
ening other people”. 

i Last article p. 39451; reference article p. R13. 


SOMALIA 
UN operations against Aydid 


Killing of Pakistani troops 


Fighting in Mogadishu on June 5 between the 
‘Somali National Alliance (SNA) forces of 
-Gen. Mohammed Farah Aydid and a Pakistani 

UNISOM IL unit resulted in the deaths of 

around 50 people—the largest number of UN 

troops killed in action in a single incident 
since 1961, and the bloodiest incident in 

Mogadishu for several months. 


The Pakistani unit of UNISOM II had been inspect- 
ing an SNA arms depot situated close to the site of 
the faction’s radio station, and SNA forces report- 
edly feared that the target of the operation was the 
radio station itself, which had for several days been 
broadcasting anti- UNISOM II propaganda. The en- 
suing battle left 23 Pakistanis dead, several missing 
and more than 50 wounded. A similar number of 
Somalis were also reported to have died in the 
incident, and more than 100 were wounded. 


The government of Pakistan, which had contrib- 
uted 4,750 men to the 18,000-strong UNISOM II 
force, criticized the UN for providing inadequate 
protection for its soldiers. It also demanded “puni- 
tive action against the attackers”, and called for an 
urgent meeting of the Security Council. 

UN Security Council condemnation 


On June 6 the UN Security Council unani- 
mously adopted Resolution 837 which con- 
demned the “unprovoked attack” on the 
Pakistani unit and called for the arrest and 


punishment of those responsible. 


The statement claimed that the attack appeared to 
have been part of a calculated and premeditated 
__ series of ceasefire violations aimed at preventing 


UNISOM II from carrying out its mandate. The 
Security Council also agreed that governments 
should send heavy weaponry, including tanks and 
attack aircraft, to support the peacekeeping force in 
Somalia. 

With tension mounting in Mogadishu following the 
clash, a large number of personnel belonging to 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the 
UN were evacuated to Kenya. 

Operations against SNA forces 


US forces were transferred from the Gulf to 
reinforce the UNISOM II units. The UN force 
also responded to the June 5 incident by 
launching a series of operations against Aydid 
and the SNA, which were presented as an 
“energetic disarmament action”. 


The actions began on June 6 when US helicopters 
attacked three of Aydid’s arms depots in 
Mogadishu; the SNA radio station in the capital 
was also targeted for destruction. UNISOM II 
troops besieged buildings in the south of the city 
where Aydid was believed to be sheltering. 


US aircraft launched a series of strikes against 
SNA targets in the southern half of 
Mogadishu between June 12 and 16. UN 
ground forces were used to follow up the 
aerial attacks, and were directed against SNA 
sites including the radio station and the resi- 
dential compound of Aydid. 


US President Bill Clinton described the operations 
as “essential to send a clear message to the armed 
gangs . . . and to strengthen the effectiveness and 
credibility of the UN peacekeeping forces”. Aydid, 
who remained uninjured and unapprehended dur- 
ing the retaliatory actions, accused the US govern- 
ment of attacking “civilian targets”. He also 
indicated that he was ready to hold talks with the 
UN, but only on condition that the current series of 
attacks was halted. 


Shooting of demonstrators by UN forces 


The air strikes provoked protest demonstra- 
tions in Mogadishu. On June 13, Pakistani 
troops fired on one such demonstration, kill- 
ing at least 20 people, including women and 
children, and injuring 50 others. The com- 
mander of the Pakistani unit, Brig.-Gen. 
Ikram Ul-Hassan, stated that his men had 
come under fire from gunmen sheltering be- 
hind the civilian demonstrators, and denied 
that the soldiers had been seeking to avenge 
their comrades killed a week earlier. 


UN order for Aydid’s arrest 


The residences of Aydid and several of his 
most prominent supporters were captured by 
UN ground forces on June 17. The precise 
whereabouts of Aydid himself remained un- 
certain, however, although interviews given 
by him suggested that he remained in 
Mogadishu. The UN Security Council for- 
mally issued a warrant for his arrest on June 
17, but, despite an intensive manhunt, Aydid 
remained at large throughout the remainder of 
June. 


Sporadic fighting continued, although the op- 
eration to neutralize Aydid’s forces was 
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scaled back towards the end of the month, 
having been declared by the UN to have been 
a total success. By the end of the month it was 
estimated that at least 31 UN soldiers had been 
killed during the fighting in June, together 
with several hundred Somalis. 

i Last article p. 39451; reference article pp. R20-21. 


SEYCHELLES 
Constitutional referendum 


A new constitution was given popular ap- 
proval in a referendum on June 18, with 73.6 
per cent of voters voting “yes”. 


The new constitution was endorsed by both the 
ruling Seychelles People’s Progressive Front 
(SPPF) and the opposition Democratic Party (DP), 
representatives of both parties having sat on the 
constitutional commission which drafted the docu- 
ment [see p. 39452]. Three opposition parties, the 
Parti Seselwa, the Seychellois National Movement 
and the National Alliance Party, called for a “no” 
vote. 


The new constitution institutionalized multiparty 
politics [see p. 38666 for ending of one-party state 
in December 1991] and provided for the estab- 
lishment of a National Assembly of 33 members, 
22 of whom would be directly elected, the remain- 
der appointed in proportion to the number of 
elected representatives of each party. The presiden- 
tial mandate was set at five years, renewable three 
times. 

An earlier constitutional draft had been rejected by 
the electorate in November 1992, largely as a result 
of a campaign against it by the DP, which argued 
that the draft would perpetuate one-party rule by 
the SPPF [see p. 39183]. 


Last articles pp. 39404; 39452; reference article p. R20. 


COMOROS 


Government crisis 


President Said Mohammed Djohar on June 19 
dissolved the Federal Assembly and ap- 
pointed a new interim Prime Minister, follow- 
ing a motion of censure against the 
government of Said Ali Mohammed on 
June 18. 


Djohar declared unconstitutional the vote against 
Mohammed, which was apparently initiated by 
supporters of Ibrahim Abderamane Halidi (whom 
Mohammed had replaced as Prime Minister on 
May 26—see p. 39452). In dissolving the Assem- 
bly, Djohar promised elections within 40 days, in 
accordance with the Constitution. He noted the 
governmental instability since the elections of No- 
vember 1992, which had left no party with an 
overall control of the Assembly [see pp. 39183; 
39260], and expressed the hope that the fresh elec- 
tions would result in a government with a viable 
majority. 


Despite having reiterated in a national radio broad- 
cast on June 18 his confidence in Prime Minister 
Mohammed, on the following day Djohar replaced 
him with former presidential adviser Ahmed Ben 
Cheikh. A 12-member Cabinet was announced on 
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June 20, with Athoumane Said Ahmed, hitherto 
Foreign Affairs and Co-operation Minister, as Min- 
ister of the Interior; Caabi el Yachroutu Moham- 
med remained as Minister of Finance and Budget. 
However, within hours of the announcement of the 
Cabinet Moussa Said resigned as Foreign Minister 
and Ibrahim Hissane announced his intention of 
stepping down as Minister of Education. 


WB Last article p. 39452; reference article p. R8. 


MADAGASCAR 


Legislative elections 


Preliminary results released by the Interior 
Ministry on June 22 showed that the Comité 
des forces vives led by President Albert Zafy 
was heading for a comfortable majority in the 
National Assembly after legislative elections 
held on June 16. 


Although official results were not due until mid- 
July, results from 89 of the 138 contested seats 
indicated that Zafy’s group was likely to control 48, 
including those won by his allies in the Renewal 
faction of the Congress Party for Malagasy Inde- 
pendence (AKFM) led by Richard Andriamanjato. 
Zafy was also expected to win support from GRAD 
parliamentarians with 10 seats, and from the Mili- 
tant Party for the Development of Madagascar (for- 
merly the Movement for Proletarian 
Power—MFM) with about five seats. 


Among opposition parties, supporters of former 
President Didier Ratsiraka belonging to Famima 
were expected to control about 10 seats; the Fi- 
haonana party led by Prime Minister Guy 
Razanamasy, four seats, and members of the 
Leader Party, eight seats. 


The elections marked the end of an extended 
period of political and constitutional change 
[see pp. 39042; 39308-09]. There was a high 
abstention rate of between 30 and 40 per cent 
in some constituencies, and the polls were 
preceded by violence. 


Two people died after security forces on June 1 
stormed the city hall in Toliara, in the south-west, 
occupied by pro-federalist groups loyal to Rat- 
sitaka. On June 6 a candidate from the Comité des 
forces vives was shot dead after being ambushed by 
unknown gunmen in Arivonimamo, 45 km west of 
the capital, Antananarivo. 

BB Last articles pp. 39308; 39405; 39452; reference article 
p. R14. 


OAU 


Cairo summit 


The 29th Assembly of the heads of state or 
government of the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) was held in Cairo, Egypt, on 
June 28-29 [for 28th summit in Dakar, 
Senegal, in June-July 1992 see p. 38992]. 


Meetings of the OAU Foreign Ministers and Coun- 
cil of Ministers took place in Cairo on June 21-22 
and June 25-26, when the summit agenda was 
prepared. The summit was attended by repre- 
sentatives from the 52 member states—including 
Eritrea, whose admission as a member of the OAU 


was accepted unanimously at the foreign ministers’ 
meeting [see pp. 39450-51 for formal declaration 
of Eritrean independence in May 1993]. 
Criticism by Eritrean President of 
OAU’s “utter failure” 


President Issaias Afewerki of Eritrea 
“stunned” the summit’s opening session, ac- 
cording to the Financial Times of June 29, by 
declaring that the OAU had been “an utter 
failure for 30 years”. Partly because of this 
failure, Afewerki contended, “Africa is not a 
place where its citizens can walk with raised 
heads but a continent scorned by all its part- 
ners, a continent that seems to produce end- 
lessly the wrong manuals for economic 
development, democratization and political 
management”. 

Resolutions 


The summit ended on June 29 after approving 
10 resolutions. The Egyptian news agency 
MENA reported on June 29 that the most 
important resolutions concerned (i) the estab- 
lishment of a mechanism for resolving con- 
flicts peacefully; (ii) a means for 
implementing the June 1991 treaty on estab- 
lishing the African Economic Community 
[see p. 38279]; and (iii) a means for easing the 
debt problem. 

Resolutions were also approved calling for the 
implementation of a far-reaching educational cam- 
paign to combat the spread of acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) and for the strength- 
ening of the African Development Bank. Another 
resolution urged member states to fulfil their finan- 
cial obligations to the OAU. 

Re-election of Secretary-General 


The heads of state and government re-elected 
Salim Ahmed Salim (Tanzania) as OAU Sec- 
retary-General for a second four-year term 
[see p. 36807 for his original election in 1989]. 
Wi Last article p. 38992; reference article p. R27. 


IN BRIEF 


COTE D’ IVOIRE: Vamoussa Bamba, Minister of 
National Education, died on June 20 in Paris; his 


UNITED STATES 


Renewed administration 
confidence - Approval of budget 


At a news conference on June 25 President 
Bill Clinton stated that the Senate’s approval 
of his economic plan was a “victory for the 
American people” and placed him in a strong 
position to attend the forthcoming G-7 sum- 
mit in Tokyo. The approval of the economic 
plan, combined with other June successes in 
Congress on campaign financing and on the 
national service corps, reversed the trend of 
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successor had not been named before the end of the 
month. 


ERITREA: Following the declaration of inde- 
pendence on May 24, President Issaias Afewerki 
on June 8 formally appointed the State Council [for 


. list see p. 39450]. 
GUINEA-BISSAU: Joao da Costa, leader of the - 


Party of Renovation and Development (PRD), was 


released from prison on June 15 having spent two — 


months in detention for his alleged involvement in 
an abortive coup attempt in March [see pp. 39356; 
39452]; his release coincided with the departure of 
Prime Minister Carlos Correia on his first visit to 
Europe. 


LESOTHO: Kelebone Maope, who had pre- 
viously served as Justice Minister during the period 
of military government, was named Minister of 
Justice, Human Rights, Law and Constitutional 
Affairs on June 3; the position had initially been 
left vacant when newly elected Prime Minister Ntsu 
Mokhehle named his Cabinet in April [see p. 
39399]. 


MAURITANIA: On June 8 Taki Ould Sidi was 
named Minister of Planning; he replaced Moham- 
med Ould Michel who was appointed Governor of 
the Central Bank of Mauritania. 


NAMIBIA: President Sam Nujoma on June 16 
became the first black African head of state to hold 
talks in Washington with US President Bill Clinton. 
Afterwards Clinton praised Namibia as a “model” 
of successful democratization. 


SWAZILAND: Three judicial agreements with 
South Africa signed on June 3 provided for the 
secondment of South African judges, magistrates 
and prosecutors to serve in the country’s courts; 
South Africa also undertook to provide training 
facilities for Swazi court personnel. 


UGANDA: The government lodged a strong pro- 
test with Ethiopia on June 4 over the expulsion of 


Sebirumbi Kisinzigo, first secretary at the Ugandan - 


embassy in Addis Ababa. Denying unspecified al- 
legations against Kisinzigo, a Foreign Ministry 
statement said that further investigations into the 
matter were being carried out; earlier reports indi- 
cated that the Ethiopian authorities had charged 
Kisinzigo with “engaging in activities incompat- 
ible with his diplomatic status”. 


recent months which had seen Clinton and his 
administration labelled as weak and incompe- 
tent on domestic issues and foreign policy. . 


The casting vote of Vice-President Al Gore 
was required in the Senate on June 25 to break 
a tied vote of 49 to 49 on Clinton’s budget and 
deficit reduction plan [see pp. 39309-10]. 
(Two senators, a Republican and a Democrat, 
were absent recuperating from surgery.) The 
Senate vote was preceded by days of highly 
partisan debate and, despite intense White 


House lobbying, six Democrats joined the — 


Republican opposition in voting against the 
measure. 
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Three of the six Democrats who broke ranks were 
reported to fear that the bill, containing 
US$250,000 million of new taxes and US$100,000 
million in specific spending cuts, might damage 
their 1994 re-election prospects. Three others, in- 
cluding Sam Nunn of Georgia, wanted deeper 
spending cuts. 


The Senate finance committee, dominated by con- 


servative Democrats, had on June 16 agreed to keep" 


to Clinton’s goal of reducing the budget deficit by 
US$500,000 million over five years and had, in 
return, received a freer hand to alter its component 
parts. The Senate bill focused on taxes and entitle- 
ment spending and represented about three-fifths 
of the overall deficit reduction plan. The remainder 
of the cuts were expected later in the year when 
House of Representatives and Senate appropria- 
tions committees completed work on discretionary 
spending for the 1994 fiscal year. 


Senate revisions to the original budget [see p. 
39309] (i) replaced the broad-based thermal con- 
tent (Btu) energy tax with an additional transport 
fuel tax (with the exception of jet fuel) of 4.3 
cents-per-gallon (see below); (ii) raised the corpo- 
rate tax rate by 1 percentage point to 35 per cent; 
(iii) raised from 50 to 80 per cent for higher income 
groups (couples with a taxable income above 
US$40,000) the maximum percentage of social 
security benefits subject to income tax; (iv) reduced 
from 80 to SO per cent deductions for business 
meals and entertainment; (v) banned deductions for 
lobbying, club dues and executive pay over 
US$1,000,000; (vi) agreed to a repeal of luxury 
taxes on yachts, aircraft, jewellery and furs; (vii) 
cut Medicare aid to the elderly and disabled by 
US$67,000 million over five years; and (viii) al- 
lowed investment tax credits on machinery. 


‘A Democratic amendment also imposed a five-year 
‘freeze on all federal spending, except entitlements 
and debt service. This envisaged another 
US$100,000 million in savings which was ex- 
pected to lower interest payments on the debt by 
nearly US$60,000 million. 


A hastily assembled Republican “tax free” alterna- 
tive deficit plan was defeated by 55 to 43 votes on 
June 23. This focused on capping the growth of 
such mandated spending as the Medicare and 
Medicaid health insurance programme, food 
stamps, welfare, veteran’s benefits and farm price 
supports. Democrats maintained that Republican 
claims that new taxes would penalise small busi- 
nesses and stifle new investment were aimed at 
protecting the wealthy, whose incomes had risen 
and taxes fallen in the 1980s. 


Analysts estimated that 79 per cent of new taxes 
would fall on those earning over US$200,000 per 
year, and that those earning less than US$30,000 
would receive a tax cut. 


House approval - Further concessions 


The Senate’s revision of the budget package 
had still to be reconciled in a special joint 
congressional conference with the version 
narrowly passed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives on May 29 by 219 votes to 213. 
Despite strong lobbying, 38 Democrats had 
voted against the measure in the House. 


The passage of both bills was conditional on Clin- 
ton making concessions to powerful conservative 
~ Democratic blocs and bitter opposition was ex- 


pected from the liberal wing of the party, especially 
the black caucus. 


In the lead-up to the Senate debate, Clinton had 
bowed to pressure from conservative senators for 
smaller tax rises and deeper spending cuts. In a 
concession to senators from oil producing states, he 
agreed on June 8 to abandon the Btu tax (imposing 
a levy on the heat content of a broad range of fuels) 
in favour of the simpler tax based on price. To offset 
the revenue loss, more cuts in spending, principally 
on medical benefits for the elderly, were proposed. 
This climbdown had been anticipated in his con- 
frontation with dissident House conservatives. In 
return for their allowing the budget to pass rela- 
tively unscathed, Clinton had been forced, on May 
28, to offer more exemptions from the Btu tax so 
that Democrats from states with energy-related in- 
dustries would vote for the budget. He had also to 
agree to a mechanism ensuring that annual spend- 
ing ceilings were imposed on growing federal wel- 
fare programmes. The House had voted for a 
US$50,000 million cut in Medicare for the elderly, 
and a halt to the US$11,000 million super-collider 
project in Texas, but had opted to continue funding 
for the Freedom space station [see p. 39539]. 


Campaign finance reform 


Another measure which was judged to be a Clinton 
success was the Senate’s approval on June 17 by 
60 votes to 38 a bill reducing the influence of 
special interest groups in election campaigns. The 
bill, which also placed curbs on the soaring costs 
of the election process, involved the first major 
change in electoral law since 1974; the legislation 
would still need House acceptance. 


Falling well short of Clinton’s preference for full 
and accountable public financing, the Senate bill 
opted for “voluntary” limits of US$600,000 on 
electoral contests for House seats, while ceilings on 
Senate contests varied from a minimum of 
US$2,000,000 to US$8,200,000 for large states 
such as California. Public financing was to be avail- 
able only to candidates whose opponents broke 
these voluntary ceilings. 


Approval of creation of national 
service corps 


Committees of both houses on June 17 agreed 
to the creation of a national service corps, 
albeit smaller in scope than originally in- 
tended by Clinton. 

Clinton had set great personal store by the plan, 
which was designed to encourage a positive climate 
for voluntary work and to reward college graduates 
who undertook social service tasks, by cutting 
US$5,000 a year off their education loan debt. 
Increased trade deficit 


The focus on the budget debate deflected at- 
tention from unexpectedly poor trade figures 
released on June 17, showing a trade deficit 
for April of US$10,500 million, slightly up on 
March and the widest trade gap since the 
December 1988 figure of US$10,800 million. 
The trade deficit was now estimated to be 
running at an annual rate of US$109,540 mil- 
lion, compared with US$84,500 million for 
1992. 


Those factors held chiefly responsible for the April 
deficit were flagging exports with key trading part- 
ners in recession, an increased deficit with Japan 
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(US$5,500 million, the highest since October 
1987), and deficits of $930 million with Canada 
and $1,490 million with China. 


Special congressional elections 


Clinton’s political fortunes had suffered from 
a crushing Democratic defeat in the special 
Senate election in Texas, the second round of 
which was held on June 5. The election was 
occasioned by the appointment of Lloyd 
Bentsen as Treasury Secretary. 


Kay Bailey Hutchinson, the Republican state treas- 
urer, treated the election as a referendum on Clin- 
ton’s struggling presidency and budget proposals 
and won 68 per cent of the vote compared with 32 
per cent for Democrat Bob Kreuger, the interim 
incumbent. It was the largest winning margin fora 
Republican running for governor, president or 
senator, for 118 years. Of 34 formerly safe Demo- 
cratic counties, 19 backed Hutchinson by huge 
margins. Both candidates had won 29 per cent of 
the vote in the first round held on May 1 but the 
votes of two other Republican candidates and one 
independent had been largely transferred to 
Hutchinson in the run-off. 


The Texas result reduced the Democrats’ Sen- 
ate majority to 56-44. The Democrat majority 
in the House remained 259-176, the Demo- 
crats having narrowly retained a House seat in 
Wisconsin on May 5. 


In the Wisconsin election (for a House seat vacated 
when Les Aspin resigned to take up the post of 
Defence Secretary), the Democrat candidate, Peter 
Barca, had defeated Republican Mark Neumann by 
55,578 votes to 54,838, but only after distancing 
himself from Clinton’s economic proposals, espe- 
cially the proposed Btu energy tax. 


Withdrawal of Guinier 
nomination for Justice 
Department post 


Clinton’s June 3 decision to withdraw his 
nomination of Lani Guinier, a black law pro- 
fessor, to head the Justice Department’s Civil 
Rights Division, elicited a storm of protest 
from black civil rights and women’s groups 
and was generally reported as a fiasco. 


Guinier, a close friend of the president and his wife 
Hillary Rodham Clinton since student days, had 
been portrayed by conservative opponents of her 
nomination as a “quota queen” determined to sub- 
vert the Voting Rights Act to favour racial minori- 
ties at the expense of one-person, one-vote 
democracy. It emerged during the controversy that 
very few of those taking up positions over Guinier’s 
nomination had actually read her densely argued 
articles in academic journals, which challenged 
traditional views on voting rights and elaborated 
new theories and proposals for enhancing the “em- 
powerment” of minorities. Clinton, having hastily 
read some of her work, concluded that he disagreed 
with her ideas. In a news conference on June 4 
Guinier stated that she retained a great respect for 
Clinton and agreed with him that “a discussion on 
race that polarized people” was not desirable. How- 
ever, she expressed regret that she had not beenable 
to defend herself before a Senate nomination hear- 


ing. 
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From the government, only Attorney General Janet 
Reno had come out in her support. Liberal Demo- 
crats had expressed their misgivings, and the con- 
servative wing of the party had joined the 
Republicans in opposing her. 


Supreme Court nomination 


Further controversy surrounded Clinton’s 
nomination on June 14 of Ruth Ginsburg to 
fill the vacancy on the conservative-domi- 
nated Supreme Court following the retirement 
(announced in March) of Justice Byron R. 
White [see pp. 39357-58]. 


The first Supreme Court nominee of a Democratic 
President in 25 years, Ginsburg, a moderate, was 
known to be acceptable to key Republicans on the 
Senate judicial committee.. Nominated to the fed- 
eral bench in 1980, she was previously general 
counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union. A 
women’s rights pioneer, she had, however, been 
criticized by women’s groups for suggesting that 
the 1973 Supreme Court decision guaranteeing 
abortion rights might have gone too far. She had 
also alienated trade unionists, in judgments favour- 
ing large corporations, and the homosexual lobby, 
for defending the Pentagon’s legal right to dismiss 
homosexuals. 


Ginsburg had not featured on Clinton’s original 
shortlist of three possible nominees, and Clinton 
angrily broke off a news conference on June 14 
when a reporter implied that he had “zig-zagged” 
over the nomination. The early front-runner, Inte- 
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, a former presidential 
nomination candidate, had been regarded by Re- 
publican opponents as a “political figure” unsuit- 
able for the Court, and had been accused by the 
conservative press of having gambling debts and of 
having accepted a pay-off from the Mafia. Another 
prospective nominee, Judge Stephen Breyer of 
Massachusetts, also a moderate, had succumbed to 
revelations that he and his wife had only just paid 
social security taxes for their home help. Efforts to 
preserve Breyer’s candidacy by citing mitigating 
circumstances prompted accusations that a double 
standard applied to male and female candidates for 
high office (similar embarrassments having forced 
the withdrawal of the nominations of Zoé Baird and 
Judge Kimba Wood for the post of Attorney Gen- 
eral—see pp. 39261; 39310). 


Los Angeles mayoral elections 


Also portrayed as a setback for Clinton was 
the election of white, conservative Republi- 
can Richard Riordan as the new mayor of Los 
Angeles. In a run-off election on June 8, he 
defeated Democrat Michael Woo, winning 56 
against Woo’s 46 per cent on a 43 per cent 
turnout, to become the first Republican to hold 
the office since 1961. He was to take office on 
July 1, succeeding Tom (Bradley 


Although nominally non-partisan, the mayoral 
election had party overtones, with Riordan being 
endorsed by Republican Governor Pete Wilson and 
Woo by Clinton. However, the campaign revolved 
around media perceptions of the candidates rather 
than genuine policy difference. Both stressed the 
need for crime prevention and job creation in the 
recession-hit city which had yet to recover fully 
from the 1992 riots. 


Riordan, a Catholic millionaire businessman who 
had not held political office, had been the unex- 
pected winner of the April 20 mayoral primary 
election [see p. 39406]. He promised an extra 3,000 
police officers and attracted the votes of the afflu- 
ent, suburban, middle class white minority galva- 
nised by public safety issues. His image as the 
candidate with the business sense most likely to 
restore the economy also struck a chord in the black 
and Hispanic communities. Woo, a Chinese Ameri- 
can from a rich background and a city councillor 
representing Hollywood for eight years, won a 
substantial majority among blacks and Asians, and 
a smaller majority among Hispanics, but received 
only modest support among whites. (Of the city’s 
population, 40 per cent were Hispanic, nearly 20 
per cent black, and 10 per cent Asian, but many 
Hispanics and Asians were ineligible to vote be- 
cause they either lacked citizenship or were not 
registered.) 


Retirement of general 
following derogatory remarks 
about Clinton 


Clinton stated on June 15 that he did not care 
“personally” about derogatory remarks made 
about him by a US senior officer, but that for 
such comments to made about him in his role 
as Commander-in-Chief was “a very bad 
thing”. 

During a service awards dinner in May in the 
Netherlands, US Air Force Maj.-Gen. Harold N. 
Campbell, a highly decorated Vietnam war veteran 
and holder of the Silver Star, described Clinton as 
a “draft dodger”, “pot smoker” and “womanizer”. 
The air force announced on June 18 that Campbell 
would be fined some US$7,000 and had agreed to 
accept a letter of reprimand and to retire on July 1. 


Arrest of Muslim 
fundamentalists 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
arrested eight Muslim fundamentalists on 
June 24 in New York City. They were accused 
of conspiracy to bomb the UN building, the 
FBI’s New York headquarters, and motorway 
tunnels to Manhattan island. They were also 
charged with planning to assassinate UN Sec- 
retary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, Re- 
publican New York senator Alfonse 
D’ Amato, and Dov Hikind, a Brooklyn Jew- 
ish politician. 

Six of those detained were reportedly followers of 
Sheikh Umar Abdul Rahman a Jersey City-based 
Egyptian cleric who had denied responsibility for 
recent acts of terrorism, including the February 
attack on the World Trade Center [see pp. 39311; 
39358-59]. D’Amato had called for Rahman’s de- 
portation. 

i Last articlep p. 39453-55; reference article pp. R45-46. 


CANADA 


First woman Prime Minister 


Kim Campbell, 46, hitherto the National De- 
fence and Veterans’ Affairs Minister and a 
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former Attorney General, was on June 13 
elected as the new leader of the ruling Progres- 
sive Conservative Party (PCP) and hence as 
Prime Minister, replacing the retiring incum- 
bent Brian Mulroney on June 25 [for retire- 
ment announcement see p. 39311]. 


Campbell became the first woman and the first 

native-born west coaster to hold this post. With a 

general election due to be called by November 
1993, Campbell faced the challenge of winning a 

mandate from a electorate disillusioned with nine 

years of PCP government. 


The highly charged PCP leadership convention in 
the capital, Ottawa, was attended by 3,800 dele- 
gates. On the second ballot Campbell received 52 
per cent of votes to defeat her chief rival, Environ- 
ment Minister Jean Charest, 34, who received 47 
per cent. A last-minute switch to Campbell by 
Alberta MP Jim Edwards, who had finished third 
among the five candidates on the first ballot, as- 
sured Campbell of victory. 


In the absence of major policy differences the lead- 
ership campaign focused on the personalties of the 
two front-runners . Charest, a bilingual Québecois 
who had been the youngest Cabinet member in the 
country’s history, emphasised his strong federalist 
credentials, his youth and vitality. Campbell 
stressed her British Columbian origins, in line with 
party concerns that too many previous leaders had 
been from Quebec, but maintained a low profile on 
the issue of Quebec nationalism. Her early lead in 
popularity polls suffered after she made certain 
controversial comments, including allusions to the 
“evil demons of the papacy” in a predominantly 
Catholic country, and the dismissal of her critics as 
“enemies of Canada”. She also had to endure per- . 
sonal media attacks which singled her out as a 
single childless woman, twice divorced, who was 
therefore unreliable on family values. Charest, who 
ran an impeccable campaign and benefited from 
media profiles which modelled him as the ideal 
family man, was shown by national opinion polls 
on the eve of the party leadership convention as the. 
most likely candidate to give the PCP a third con- 
secutive general election victory. 


Provincial elections in Alberta 


The ruling PCP, led by Premier Ralph Klein, won 
state legislature elections on June 15 in the western 
province of Alberta. The PCP won S51 seats, the 
remaining 32 seats going to the Liberal Party. Inthe 
April 1989 elections the PCP had won 59 seats, the 
New Democratic Party 16 and the Liberal Party 
eight. 

HH Last articles pp. 39408; 39460; reference article pp. 
R33-34. 


MEXICO 
Anti-drugs drive 


President Carlos Salinas de Gortari an- 
nounced on June 16 the creation of the Na- 
tional Institute to Combat Drugs, an 
independent body answerable to the Attorney 
General with responsibility for separating the 
federal anti-drugs squad, notorious for its cor- '’ 
ruption, from the Federal Judicial Police. ~ 
This was the centrepiece of a new drive against 
drug traffickers, launched by the government fol- 
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lowing the May 24 killing of Cardinal Juan Jesus 
Posadas Ocampo, whose death had been attributed 
in official reports to a mismanaged operation by 
Tijuana drug cartel gunmen who mistook him for a 
rival Sinaloa cartel leader, Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman Loera. Church authorities continued to 
question this official version of events [see pp. 
39454-55]. = 
During June 35 peole were arrested in connection 
with the shooting of the Cardinal. 
Among those arrested were Guzman, seized in 
Guatemala on June 9 and brought to Mexico, and 
three senior police officers, including a commander 
of the Federal Judicial Police accused of helping 
the cardinal’s murderers to escape. A former Mex- 
ico City police chief was also arrested for freeing 
Guzman years before for a US$50,000 bribe. 


Three judges in the state of Sonora were arrested 
on June 20 and accused of collusion with drug 
traffickers. A total of 67 dismissed members of the 
anti-drugs squad and federal judicial police, includ- 
ing 13 commanders, were currently under investi- 
gation for drug-related corruption. 

Wl Last article pp. 39454-55; reference article pp. R45-46. 


GUATEMALA 
Inauguration of President 


The inauguration as new President on June 6 
of Ramiro de Leon Carpio, 51, the former 
human rights ombudsman and a figure with 
considerable popularity and prestige, raised 
hopes that the 12 days of political turmoil 
since the May 25 “self-coup ” of President 
Jorge Serrano Elias [see pp. 39455-56] had 
served as a catalyst for lasting change after 
decades of political corruption and violence. 


De Leon was backed by 107 out of 116 deputies in 
a uncontested second round of voting in the Na- 
tional Congress on June 5. He was one of three 
candidates jointly submitted to the Congress by two 
newly formed coalitions: the National Instance of 
Consensus (INC), a broad coalition of business 
leaders, political parties and three moderate trade 
unions, and the Multisectoral Social Forum (FMS) 
which grouped together popular and indigenous 
organizations. The other candidates were Electoral 
Tribunal president Arturo Herbruger Asturias, 81, 
and Mario Quinidénez Amézquita, Foreign Minister 
in 1986-87. 

The Congress on June 18 elected Herbruger as 
Vice-President, some 101 of the 110 deputies pre- 
sent voting for him. 

Background to choice of new 


President - Ousting of Serrano - 
Attempted succession by Espina 


De Leon’s unexpected elevation to the presi- 
dency resulted from a so-called “counter 
coup” on June 1 which ousted Serrano. The 
Court of Constitutionality (CC), the country’s 
highest court, had managed to publish its rul- 
ing on May 31 that the Serrano coup was 
unconstitutional and that the “rule of law” 
should be reinstituted. Defence Minister Gen. 
José Domingo Garcia Samayoa, who led the 
“Consensus Coalition” (the precursor of the 
~INC—see above), claimed that Serrano had 


“abandoned” the presidency after he had pre- 
sented him on May 31 with the options of 
remaining President and facing prosecution, 
resigning and leaving the country, or being 
forced from power. 


Unanimous domestic and regional opposition, cou- 
pled with pressure from the USA (which suspended 
aid and threatened to remove duty-free status for 
Guatemalan exports), had persuaded those army 
generals originally supportive of Serrano’s May 
“self-coup” to opt for a retum to constitutional rule. 
The armed forces had themselves apparently been 
split over the coup, with D-2, the intelligence 
branch, maintaining a reportedly “institutionalist” 
position, whereas the Presidential Military Staff 
(EMP) had supported Serrano. 


Ina last bid to stay in office, Serrano tried to recall 
the Congress which he had dissolved in May, re- 
portedly offering deputies US$30,000 each to at- 
tend. Few responded and Serrano was forced to step 
down. He subsequently fled to El Salvador under 
military protection on June 2 and was granted po- 
litical asylum in Panama on June 7. 


Serrano’s departure provoked another crisis 
when on June 2 another of his supporters, 
Vice-President Gustavo Espina Salguero, 
proclaimed himself President. 


His announcement was backed by a pledge of army 
support from Garcia Samayoa, reversing the lat- 
ter’s announcement on June 1 that Espina had 
resigned and that an agreement had been reached 
by the Court of Constitutionality, the military lead- 
ership and the “Consensus Coalition”, under which 
the Congress would “purge” itself of corrupt mem- 
bers and then elect a new President. 


Popular movement activists in the fledgling 
FMS [see above], prominent among whom 
was 1992 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Rigoberto Menchu, denounced the congres- 
sional “self purging agreement” as tanta- 
mount to a military takeover and organized 
demonstrations and protests against Espina, 
who was prevented from taking office on the 
evening of June 2 when only 44 deputies 
attended Congress to approve his swearing-in. 


The next day 13 Cabinet members resigned, with 
only Garcia Samayoa and Interior Minister 
Francisco Perdomo Sandoval remaining in post. 
On June 4, the Court of Constitutionality ruled that 
Espina was not eligible for the presidency due to 
his support for Serrano’s coup. The Court ordered 
the Congress to reconvene and elect a new Presi- 
dent within 24 hours [this being the ballot in which 
de Leon was chosen—see above]. 


On June 3, Attorney General Edgar Tuna 
Valladares presented charges against Espina, Ser- 
rano and Interior Minister Perdomo, including vio- 
lating the constitution, rebellion, abuse of 
authority, and embezzlement. It was reported on 
June 11 that Espina was travelling to Costa Rica 
and that Perdomo and former Education Minister 
Maria Luisa Beltranena de Padilla had sought ref- 
uge in Panama. 

Changes in military leadership - New 
Foreign and Defence Ministers 


Benefiting from a new spirit of consensus and 
from disarray within the military, de Leon 
claimed that his main task was to consolidate 
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democracy. He proceeded with a reshuffle of 
the upper echelons of the military leadership. 


In the initial changes on June 7, Gen. Francisco 
Ortega Menaldo was succeeded as head of the 
Presidential Military Staff (EMP) by Col. Otto 
Pérez Molina, former head of army intelligence 
(the branch of the armed forces which had appar- 
ently resisted Serrano’s “self-coup”, whereas the 
EMP had been more supportive of Serrano—see 
above). At the same time, however, Garcia 
Samayoa was replaced as Defence Minister by the 
hardline former National Defence Chief of Staff, 
Gen. Roberto Perussina Rivera. Perussina was, 
however, replaced on June 28, when the post went 
to the moderate Gen. Mario Enriquez Morales (a 
former senior negotiator in the peace talks), and 
Gen. José Luis Quilo Ayuso was named Chief of 
General Staff. 


On June 15 Arturo Fajardo Maldonado, a 
career diplomat, was appointed Foreign Min- 
ister. 

The rest of the new Cabinet and an outline of 
government policy were to be announced in early 
July. 

The INC presented Congress with a document on 
June 9 calling for all 116 deputies to resign in order 
to purify the legislature, claiming already to have 
received 35-40 offers of resignation. 


Ceasefire proposal by guerrilla 
leadership 


Ina goodwill gesture, leaders of the Guatema- 
lan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG) 
guerrillas announced a ceasefire on June 6 and 
on June 10 stated that they were prepared to 
resume peace talks, which had broken down 
in May, to end the 31-year-long civil war [for 
peac® process see pp. 38141; 38233; 38251; 
38330; 39265; 39312-13; 39456]. De Leon, 
however, on June 9 had stated that at this point 
resumption of the talks was not a government 
priority. 

Wi Last article pp. 39455-56; reference article p. R42. 


EL SALVADOR 
UN ultimatum to FMLN 


The Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN), the former left-wing guerrilla 
group now a political party, stated on June 17 
that it would comply with an ultimatum from 
UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali and report by June 20 on steps taken to 
locate and destroy remaining arsenals both in 
El Salvador and in neighbouring countries. 


The UN Security Council on June 11 had stated that 
it was “gravely preoccupied” by this alleged viola- 
tion of the December 1992 peace agreement [see p. 
39232] following reports by UN Observers for El 
Salvador (ONUSAL) of clandestine arsenals. 
Joaquin Villalobos, a member of the FMLN general 
command and leader of the People’s Revolutionary 
Army (ERP), a FMLN constituent party, admitted 
on June 17 that the ERP had hidden weapons on the 
grounds that right-wing elements had failed to de- 
liver up their own stocks. He promised further arms 
deliveries to ONUSAL. 
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However, Leonel Gonzalez, the first secretary of 
the Popular Liberation Forces (FPL), the guerrilla 
arm of the Popular Revolutionary Bloc (BPR), 
another FMLN constituent, was reported on June 
29 to have affirmed that FPL arms caches in Nica- 
ragua would remain because FPL leaders distrusted 
the government and armed forces. 


Wi Last article pp. 39456-57; reference article pp. R39-40. 


CUBA 


Suspension of sugar exports 


World prices for white sugar rose by almost 
US$9 per tonne on June 4 to approximately 
US$285 per tonne, on the news that Cuba was 
unable to meet its sugar contracts due to heavy 
rains which had devastated eastern provinces. 
The government invoked the force majeure 
trading clause stipulated by the London sugar 
exchange which covered such circumstances 
as natural disasters or adverse weather beyond 
a producer’s control. Under this clause, Cuba 
had 45 days to reorganize sugar shipments. 


Poor weather and the severe lack of fuel, lubricants, 
spare parts, tyres and other imports needed for the 
harvest led officials to predict that the 1992-93 
sugar crop would be only 4,200,000 tonnes, com- 
pared with 7,000,000 tonnes the previous year. 


Offer to negotiate on US confiscated 
property 

In a gesture towards the normalization of re- 
lations with the USA, Ernesto Meléndez, head 
of the Committee on Economic Co-operation, 
stated in an interview on June 15 the govern- 
ment’s willingness to negotiate reparations 
for US properties confiscated in the 1960s. A 
formal US response was awaited. According 
to the US State Department, 5,911 US citizens 
lost property in the nationalizations, to the 
value of US$1,800 million, a figure which had 
grown with inflation and interest to $5,000- 
8,000 million. 


Departure of Russian troops - 
Military cuts 


A 3,000-strong Russian motorized infantry 
brigade took part in farewell ceremonies on 
June 15 marking the end of a 30-year long 
combat presence on the island. The troops 
were scheduled to depart on June 30, although 
some Russian military advisors were to re- 
main to operate military intelligence facilities 
[see p. 39090]. 


The government announced reductions in its own 
military on June 16 due to the “desperate economic 
situation”. Although no figure was given, experts 
were agreed that the cuts could prove socially ex- 
plosive because the economy lacked the resources 
to meet the needs of thousands of veterans looking 
for employment and housing. 


i Last article p. 39455; reference article p. R37. 


HAITI 
New York talks 


The first talks between the deposed President, 
Fr Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and coup leader 
Gen. Raoul Cédras, which had begun on June 
27, appeared deadlocked on June 28. Cédras 
had reportedly insisted on a power-sharing 
agreement as part of a plan to restore civilian 
tule, which had been ended by the military 
coup of September 1991 [see pp. 38430; 
38522-23]. Aristide demanded that the mili- 
tary agree to his return “without delay” and 
relinquish power, and also insisted on the 
resignation of senior army commanders and 
the police chief of the capital, Port-au Prince. 


The talks were held on Governor’s Island, a US 
Coastguard facility off the tip of Manhattan, New 
York. Both sides communicated through the me- 
diator, Dante Caputo, the special envoy of the UN 
and Organization of American States (OAS). There 
was no indication when these “proximity talks” 
would develop into face-to-face meetings. 


The military leadership had agreed to the talks on 
June 21 but had opposed any preconditions being 
placed on them. On June 12, they had reportedly 
recognized the “legitimacy” of Aristide as head of 
state and directed the Congress on June 15 to pass 
a resolution (by 62 votes to 37) affirming his presi- 
dency under the Constitution. This, however, was 
conditional on Aristide accepting all political and 
administrative decisions made since his overthrow. 
Haiti’s largest business association reportedly en- 
dorsed this proposal, but it was rejected outright by 
Aristide’s supporters who on June 24 staged a 
general strike, the latest in a renewed wave of 
protests demanding Aristide’s unconditional rein- 
statement. 


UN sanctions 


Diplomatic peace efforts [see pp. 39264; 
39312; 39408; 39455] gained fresh impetus 
with the unanimous adoption on June 16 by 
the UN Security Council of Resolution 841 
authorizing a worldwide oil and arms em- 
bargo on Haiti and freezing its financial assets 
abroad. 


Drafted by the USA, Canada, France and 
Venezuela, the sanctions, which were to take effect 
on June 23, represented the strongest international 
pressure to date on the military regime and its 
supporters, although no enforcement measures ac- 
companied the resolution. The Cuban permanent 
representative at the UN opposed the Security 
Council’s action in a statement on June 16, claim- 
ing that the primary responsibility of the Security 
Council was the “maintenance of international 
peace and security” and that this did not “embrace 
the situation prevailing in Haiti”. 

In earlier parallel moves, the US adminstra- 
tion had announced on June 3 the freezing of 
US-held assets of the military and the rich 
Haitian elite, and the cancellation of their 
travel visas; and the OAS General Assembly, 
in session in the Nicaraguan capital, 
Managua, had responded to an address from 
Aristide by calling on June 8 for oil supplies 
and air links to be cut. 
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Resignation of Bazin as Prime Minister 


Prime Minister Marc Bazin resigned on June 
8 as head of the army-backed coalition gov- 
ernment. He had been unable to install four 
new Cabinet members when the outgoing 
ministers refused to resign. The OAS on June 
9 rejected the possibility of anew government 
which was reportedly being formed at that 
time by the discredited former provisional 
President Joseph Nerette. 

US Supreme Court ruling on 
repatriations 


The US Supreme Court, by an eight to one 
majority on June 21, upheld the forcible repa- 
triation of fleeing Haitians intercepted at sea, 
stating that this did not violate US or interna- 
tional law. The policy, begun by the former 
Bush administration, had been continued un- 
der President Bill Clinton. = 


Earlier, the Clinton administration had not con- 
tested a US Federal Court order on June 9 that 158 
Haitian refugees, 146 of whom were HIV positive, — 
should be released from captivity at the US naval 
base at Guantanamo, Cuba, and be allowed into the 
USA pending the processing of asylum applica- 
tions. The ruling strongly rebuked the Bush and 
Clinton administrations for the inhumane treatment 
of the refugees and ruled that immigration and 
naturalization officials had acted illegally by proc- 
essing the asylum claims without allowing the refu- 
gees legal counsel. 


Wi Last article p. 39455; reference article pp. R43-44. 


VENEZUELA 
New interim President 


The Congress on June 5 elected Senator 
Ramon José Velasquez, 76, to complete the 
last eight months of the five-year presidency 
of Carlos Andrés Pérez who was suspended 
from office on May 21 to face corruption © 
charges [see p. 39457]. 


Velasquez, a noted historian, journalist and public 
figure, commanded respect across the political 
spectrum, in business circles and, most critically, 
appeared to have the support of the military, includ- 
ing dissidents behind two attempted coups in 1992 
[see pp. 38759; 39185]. He received 205 congres- 
sional votes to the 11 for his challenger, congres- 
sional deputy Reinaldo Cervini. There were 13 
blank votes, six null and one which read “reserved”. 


Velasquez replaced Octavio Lepage of the ruling 
Democratic Action (AD), whose attempt to prolong 
his term as interim President in place of Pérez was 
rejected by opposition parties [see p. 39457] A 
nominally independent senator, Velasquez was 
supported by the AD and the major opposition 
Social Christian (COPEI) party but not by the 
Movement Towards Socialism (MAS), the third- 
largest party, whose deputies refused to cast their 
votes, claiming that they had not been consulted. 


Velasquez stated that he would place emphasis on ~ 
pressing social issues and would set up ponpety 

san “consultative councils” to advise on social, 
economic and security matters. He asked the two 
main parties for “special powers” to enable him to _ 
enact by decree a series of reforms which had been 
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New Venezuelan Cabinet 
Carlos Delgado Chapellin Interior 
Carlos Rafael Silva Finance 
Hiram Gaviria Agriculture and Livestock 
| *Allan Brewer Carias Decentralization 
| *Gen. Fernando Ochoa Antich Foreign 

Miguel Rodriguez Mendoza Foreign Trade 

*Alirio Parra Energy and Mines 

*Teresa Alvanes Family 
Elizabeth Caldera Education 
Henry Jatar Senior Urban Development 
Hernan Anzola Coordination and Planning 
Adalberto Gabaldon Environment 
Horacio Vivas Labour 
Gustavo Pérez Mijares Development 
José Domingo Santander Transport and 

Communications 
Pablo Pulido Health and Social Welfare 
Fermin Marmol Léon Justice 
Rosana Ordonez Information 
Ramon Espinoza Secretary of the 
Presidency 

Gen. Radamés Muiioz Defence 

*Ramon Escobar Salom Attorney General » 

*Confirmed in post. 

+New ministry. 


held up in the Congress for several months. These 
reforms, aimed at reducing the fiscal deficit vari- 
ously estimated at between US$3,000 million and 
US$5,000 million, included new taxes, levies on 
the national oil company, reform of the privatiza- 
tion law and a bill authorizing increased central 
government borrowing in the current year. 


New Cabinet - New army commander 


The AD and COPEI also approved 

Velasquez’s decision to choose well-known 

politically independent experts for inclusion 

in his Cabinet, which was largely completed 
on June 15. 


Francisco Lairise was named as head of the Vene- 
zuelan Office for the Guyanan Region (CVG), a 
post which no longer had Cabinet status. 


Gen. Jorge Tagliaferro de Lima on June 21 
replaced Gen. Pedro Remigio Arangel Rojas 
as army commander. 


Expulsion of COPE! founder 


Rafael Caldera Rodriguez, a former President 
(in 1969-74) and founder of the COPEI in 
1946, was expelled from the party on June 8. 


Caldera had refused to step down as an independent 
candidate for the presidential elections due in De- 
cember 1993, and was accused of seeking to de- 
stroy the party and prevent COPEI’s official 
candidate, Oswaldo Alvarez Paz, from winning the 
elections. Also expelled were leading Caldera sup- 
porters, Abdon Vivas Teran, Edecio La Riva 
Araujo and Julio César Moreno. 


-. Last article p. 39457; reference article p. R58. 


PERU 
Constitutional changes 


Amendments to the 1979 Constitution were 
passed on June 10 by the Democratic Con- 
stituent Congress (CCD), which had been in- 
augurated in December 1992 but was 
boycotted by the major opposition parties and 
dominated by supporters of President Alberto 
Keinya Fujimori in the coalition of New 
Majority (NM) and Change-90 (Cambio-90) 
[see pp. 38186; 39233; 39266]. 


The amendments allowed for the re-election of an 
outgoing President, and the restoration of the death 
penalty for terrorist offences. 


Fujimori, who seized authoritarian power in a 
presidential coup in April 1992 [see p. 38846], had 
made no secret of his wish for a second consecutive 
term beyond his 1995 mandate. He also favoured 
capital punishment for terrorism, and was expected 
to seek to apply the legislation retrospectively in 
order to execute imprisoned guerrillas, including 
Abimael Guzman Renoso, the leader of the Maoist 
Shining Path Sendero Luminoso group. 


World Bank credits 


In support of Peru’s debt-burdened economy, 
the World Bank consultative group, meeting 
in Paris on June 22, approved fresh credits 
spread over a two-year period amounting to 
US$700,000,000 in bilateral government-to- 
government loans and US$200,000,000 in 
multilateral lending through the World Bank, 
the IMF and the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB). 


Wl Last article p. 39458; reference article pp. R49-50. 


BOLIVIA 


Presidential and 
congressional elections 


Gonzalo Sanchez de Lozada, 63, of the right- 
wing Nationalist Revolutionary Movement 
(MNR), on June 7 claimed victory in first- 
round elections held on the previous day. De- 
spite administrative problems, notably 
postponing voting in the major eastern depart- 
ment of Santa Cruz and other areas until June 
13, the simultaneous presidential and con- 
gressional elections reportedly proceeded 
smoothly under the supervision of a new and 
independent National Electoral Court (CNE). 


Presidential elections 


Sanchez de Lozada received 33.8 per cent of 
the vote. His main rival, Gen. (retd) Hugo 
Banzer Suarez, 67, military dictator in 1971- 
78, won 20 per cent. Banzer was backed by 
the ruling Patriotic Accord (AP) coalition of 
the right-wing Democratic Nationalist Action 
(ADN) and the social democratic Movement 
of the Revolutionary Left (MIR), whose 
leader, President Jaime Paz Zamora, was in- 
eligible for re-election. 
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Bolivian congressional election 
results 


Seats 


Chamber of 
Deputies 


1993 1989 1993 1989 


40 17 
ert 8 


Senate 


1 
1 
0 
0 


National Renewal 
Alliance (ARBOL) 
Social Democratic 
Alliance (ASD) 
National Convergence 
Axis-Patriotic (EJE-P) 
Izquierda Unida (1U)** - 10 
Total 130 130 


*ADN 38, MIR 33. *ADN 8, MIR 8. 
**Eight-party left-wing electoral alliance. 


The economic policies of the two main candidates 
were Virtually identical, both pledging to continue 
free-market policies and austerity programmes 
drawn up by Sanchez de Lozada in 1985 when he 
was Planning Minister in the MNR government. 
They also supported the partial privatization of 
state enterprises. 


To broaden their appeal both adopted vice-presi- 
dential running mates sharply contrasting with their 
own images. Thus Sanchez de Lozada successfully 
attracted the votes of the increasingly assertive 
indigenous rural organizations and peasant (cam- 
pesino) groups by his choice of Victor Hugo 
Cardenas, leader of the Tupac Katari Revolutionary 
Movement of Liberation (MRTKL). Supporting 
Banzer was Oscar Zamora Medinacelli, a former 
Maoist revolutionary in the 1970s. 


Two populist candidates, millionaire beer magnate 
Max Fernandez of the Civic Solidarity Union 
(UCS) and television chat show host Carlos Palen- 
que Avilés of the Conscience of the Fatherland 
(Condepa), won respectively 13.1 and 13.6 percent 
on programmes based on criticism of traditional 
politicians, neo-liberal economic policies and en- 
demic corruption. 


Antonio Aranibar Quiroga of the centrist Free Bo- 
livia Movement (MBL) received 5.1 per cent and 
the remaining vote was divided between nine other 
candidates. 


Withdrawal of Banzer 


Banzer announced the withdrawal of his 
presidential candidacy on June 9. 


In accordance with the Constitution, a con- 
gressional vote was required when no candi- 
date won a clear majority. A secret ballot in 
the Congress was scheduled for Aug. 6, but 
the withdrawal of Banzer left the field clear 
for the election of Sanchez de Lozada (who 
had narrowly headed the poll in the 1989 
presidential election, but had then seen the 
Congress vote go to Zamora, the third-placed 
candidate, on the basis of an ADN-MIR alli- 
ance—see p. 36652). 
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MNR congressional pact 


Short of an overall congressional majority, the 
MNR subsequently concluded a pact with the 
UCS and MBL in return for which both parties 
were to receive one ministerial post each in 
the new Cabinet. 


i Last article p. 39411; reference article pp. R31-32. 


CHILE 


Denial of crisis with military 


President Patricio Aylwin Azocar held talks 
with Army C.-in -C. Gen. Augusto Pinochet 
Ugarte on June 11, when he denied that he was 
in favour of a new amnesty law under which 
military personnel would be tried for gross 
human rights violations in the 1970s and 
1980s. 


The prospect of such a law had provoked on May 
28 an army show of force by at least 60 soldiers in 
full battle dress, with blackened faces and armed 
with rocket launchers, outside the army headquar- 
ters which were only 150 metres from the presiden- 
tial Moneda palace in the capital, Santiago. The 
action was believed to have had the sanction of 
Pinochet. The subsequent eagerness of the govern- 
ment to deny that a crisis existed with the military 
served only to strengthen public fears that there was 
indeed such a crisis. 


Co-operation with Russia 

During a visit to Russia, Aylwin signed on 
June 3 an 1 1-point declaration ending a period 
of nearly 20 years of hostility, dating from 
1973 when Pinochet’s coup overthrew the 
left-wing Popular Unity (UP) government of 
President Salvador Allende. The declaration 
included agreements on combating drug traf- 
ficking, on cultural exchanges and on the pro- 
motion of trade and economic co-operation. 
Future military co-operation was expected. 


Privatization measures 


The Corporation for the Development of Pro- 
duction (CORFO), the holding group of prin- 
cipal state enterprises and responsible for the 
sale of non-strategic state enterprises, an- 
nounced new privatization measures on June 
28, including the sale of a 33 per cent stake in 
the state company Electricity of the North 
(EDELNOR), which would thus have 51 per 
cent of its shares in private hands. Also up for 
sale within 90 days were all the shares in the 
zinc and lead mining company Empresa Min- 
era de Aysén Ltda. 


E Last article p. 39458; reference article pp. R34-35. 


ARGENTINA 
Menem’s US visit 


President Carlos Saul Menem met on June 29 
in Washington with US President Bill Clin- 
ton. Menem afterwards described the meeting 
as a great success. 


On hemispheric issues, Menem declared himself in 
favour of UN intervention to restore order in Haiti; 
reiterated his opposition to the government in 
Cuba; and told Clinton of his intention to realize a 
South Atlantic Defence Treaty. On the Falklands 
(Malvinas) Islands, Menem asked the USA to help 
remove some of the obstacles to resolving the issue, 
and touched on controversy with the United King- 
dom [see below] especially over the UK’s May 
decision unilaterally to extend its exclusive fishing 
zone [see p. 39459], but reportedly did not mention 
his conviction that Argentine sovereignty would be 
regained by the year 2000. 

Regarding security issues, Menem gave assur- 
ances that the controversial Condor-2 missile pro- 
ject had been “totally disbanded” [see below; see 
also p. 39363]. The USA was to supply two squad- 
rons of A4 Skyhawk fighter bombers (a decision 
over which UK opposition was expected). The 
possibility was also raised, in separate talks with 
Gen. Colin Powell, Chairman of the US Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, of creating a training centre for UN 
peacekeeping forces in Argentina. 

On trade, the US administration promised an end 
to sales of subsidized wheat to Latin America, 
particularly to Brazil and Venezuela, thereby im- 
proving the prospective market for (unsubsidized) 
Argentinian exports. Menem confirmed that the 
Argentine Congress was discussing (but had yet to 
reach agreement on) a draft bill on patents for 
medicines, an area in which there had been US 
complaints over intellectual property rights. Me- 
nem also asked the USA to promote the unifying of 
drug trafficking laws in the entire American conti- 
nent. 


Condor-2 missile 


The government on June 30 announced the 
lifting of the “military secret” classification 
on matters relating to the Condor-2 missile 
project, and reiterated a commitment to the 
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons in the 
region. 

A local press report on June 6 stated that US am- 
bassador Terence Todman had urged the govern- 
ment to “totally dismantle” the missile and that the 
USA believed Argentina was still holding back 
from dismantling vital components. The Uru- 
guayan Foreign Ministry on June 29 denied further 
press reports that military leaders in both Uruguay 
and Argentina had colluded to hide Condor-2 mis- 
siles in Uruguay. 

Falklands inquiry 

An “Investigating Committee” began its in- 
quiry on June 17 into alleged British execu- 
tions of Argentine troops and other human 
rights abuses during the Falklands (Malvinas) 
war in 1982. The investigation had been or- 
dered by Menem on May 26 and International 
Red Cross participation was requested on 
June 8. On May 31 the government had given 
its consent to a separate investigation by vis- 
iting British detectives [see p. 39315]. 
Military leadership changes 


The retirement of Adml. Jorge Ferrer and 
Brig. José Julia, the Chiefs of Staff of the navy 
and air force respectively, was announced on 
June 10 [for their appointments in July 1989 
see p. 37499]. Ferrer was to be replaced on 


Keesing’s Record of World Events _ 


July 13 by Vice-Adml. Emilio Molina Pico 
and Julia by Brig. Juan Paulik on July 14. 
i Last article pp. 39458-59; reference article pp. R28-29. 


BRAZIL 
New economic plan 


The new Economy and Finance Minister 
Fernando Henrique Cardoso announced the 
government’s latest economic initiative on 
June 14. 


The initiative, the second in two months [see p. 
39410], was called the “real plan”. It combined a 
commitment to cut government spending by the 
equivalent of US$6,000 million with various reve- 
nue-raising measures. Its overriding purpose was 
to tackle inflation, running at 29.1 per cent in May, 
and to impose tighter fiscal control in an effort to 
bridge a projected US$12,000 million budget defi- 
cit and allow a return to growth. 


Several economists claimed that the measures were 
not bold enough and should have included the 
announcement of a major privatization and the 
closure of bankrupt state banks or more autonomy 
for the Central Bank. Other critics claimed that the 
impact on inflation would be minimal and that the 
plan was recessionary and would do nothing for 
tens of millions people living below the poverty 
line. 

The plan allowed for (i) faster privatization; (ii) 
tougher measures against tax evasion (officially 
estimated to total US$40,000 million to US$60,000 
million per year) including, for the first time, the 
possible imprisonment of offenders; (iii) the sus- . 
pension of transfers of resources to states, munici- 
palities and agencies to encourage them to begin 
repaying their debts to the federal government, 
estimated at over US$40,000 million; (iv) stricter 
controls on state banks and the central bank, with 
possible cuts and branch closures; (v) anew cheque 
tax [see below]; and (vi) a commitment to reduce. 
interest rates. 


Intense government lobbying of deputies, includ- 
ing the approval of funds for favoured projects in 
some states, ensured that the new cheque tax was 
approved by the Chamber of Deputies (lower house 
of Congress) on June 22 by 308 votes to 87 against. 
Its ratification by the Senate, in which the govern- 
ment had a majority, was seen as a formality and 
its implementation in August was expected to pro- 
vide the government with US$600,000,000 a 
month in extra revenues. 


Business sectors who had welcomed reduced goy- 
ernment spending cuts under the “real plan” reacted 
negatively to the cheque tax, claiming that they 
were already overtaxed [see also p. 39268]. 


Cabinet change 


José Antonio de Barrios Munhoz per: 
Nuri Andraus as Minister of Agriculture on 
June 15. Andraus had held the post for only 
10 days, replacing Lazaro Barbosa, but was 
forced to resign when the weekly magazine 
Veja disclosed that he still faced charges for 
the fatal shooting of a neighbouring farmer in” 
1975. The tax authorities had also accused 
him of the non-payment of US$3,700,000 in 
taxes. 
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Collor trial 

Former President Fernando Collor de Mello, 
43, was questioned before the Supreme Court 
on June 15 in the first stage of his trial on 
corruption charges. 

Ina four-hour hearing, Collor denied any personal 
enrichment from influence-peddling schemes, de- 


vised by his former election campaign treasurer, - 


which led to his removal from office in December 
1992 [see pp. 39233; 39268]. He claimed that the 
charges were political and had been brought be- 
cause he had offended “powerful interests” in the 
country. 

Report on police murders 


A report by the New York-based Human 
Rights Watch, released on May 31, stated that 
police violence in the states of Sao Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro had increased steadily over the 
previous five years. In the city and environs 
of Sao Paulo, the police had been blamed for 
the murder of approximately 350 people in 
1987 but by 1992 this number had risen to 
1,470, more than half the total of 2,774 for the 
city. 


Wi Last article p. 39460; reference pp. R32-33. 


URUGUAY 


Military unrest 


President Luis Alberto Lacalle, cutting short 
a tour of Europe and flying home on June 9, 
negotiated an agreement with senior army 
leaders on June 11 in order to avert an “insti- 


‘tutional crisis” over the affair of a fugitive 
‘Chilean former agent, Eugenio Berrios 


Sagredo. : 


Berrios, a chemical weapons expert and former 
agent of Chile’s DINA secret police, had been 
implicated in the 1976 murder in Washington of 
former Chilean Foreign Minister and exiled social- 
ist leader Orlando Letelier [see pp. 28273-74]. 
Wanted by the courts, he reportedly disappeared in 
Chile in 1991, allegedly after being kidnapped ina 
joint Chilean-Uruguayan undercover military op- 
eration, and was brought via Argentina to Uruguay, 
where he was held in secret military custody in the 
summer resort of Atlantida. He subsequently es- 
caped, on Nov. 15, 1992, but, on reporting the 
whole matter to the authorities, was returned to his 
army captors by a local police chief, Col. (retd) 
Ramon Rivas. 


Police officers who opposed Rivas’s action leaked 
in June 1993 details of the affair to three members 
of the Congress, who then received anonymous 
death threats. All police records of the incident had 
reportedly been destroyed. 


Rivas was dismissed by the Interior Ministry on 
June 7, a decision opposed by the military leader- 
ship, led by the Army C.-in-C., Lt.-Gen. Juan 
Rebollo, who provoked a confrontation with the 


government by accepting “common responsibility” 
for “subordinates” involved in the Berrios case. 
Under the agreement negotiated on June 11 
any members of the military charged with 
involvement in the alleged kidnapping would 
be tried by military rather than civilian courts. 
However, Lacalle dismissed Gen. Mario 
Aguerrondo, the director of the Defence Min- 
istry’s intelligence services, and replaced him 
with Gen. Luis Abraham. 


Berrios, who had been feared dead, appeared at the 


Uruguayan consulate in Milan on June 16. The 
Uruguayan ambassador to Italy stated that Berrios 
would be returned to Uruguay so that his version of 
events could be tested. 


The affair provoked media speculation that the 
so-called Condor network, operated by the secret 
police of Latin American military regimes in the 
1970s to pool intelligence, was still functioning to 
protect former agents from human rights charges, 
or to remove them if they were considered a liabil- 
ity. 

Wl Last article p. 39459; reference article pp.R57-58. 


NAFTA 
Threatened treaty delay 


The scheduled entry into force on Jan. 1, 1994, of 
the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), creating a common trade area embrac- 
ing Canada, the USA and Mexico [see pp. 38761; 
39045-46; 39234; 39269], was threatened when on 
June 30 a US federal court ruled that the NAFTA 
approval process had not observed the require- 
ments of US environmental legislation. 

The National Environment Policy Act (NEPA) re- 
quired a detailed environmental report on the im- 
pact of proposed legislation. Three groups—Public 
Citizen, the environmentalist Sierra Club and 
Friends of the Earth—had brought the case over 
NAFTA because of concems about the impact of 
accelerated industrial development in the Mexico- 
US border region. A US government appeal was 
expected and the Mexican government expressed 
confidence that the schedule would be met. 
Despite strong opposition protests, the Canadian 
House of Commons had voted by 140 to 124 on 
May 27 to ratify NAFTA, and the Senate followed 
suit on June 23 by 47 votes to 30. 


i Last article p. 39269; reference article p. R59. 


OECS 
Annual meeting 


The 22nd annual meeting of the seven-mem- 
ber Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS), held in Castries, St Lucia, on June 
3-4, reaffirmed the commitment to a single 
OECS market but expressed concern that 
member countries continued to give priority 
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to protecting their individual domestic indus- 
tries. 

A special OECS committee reported on the delay 
in implementing fully the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) common external tariff (CET) [see 
pp. 39003; 39136] although it was noted that St 
Vincent and the Grenadines had agreed at the end 
of May to allow the CET to take effect on June 1. 
Also noted were constraints on investment due to 
the slow implementation of common commercial 
legislation covering in particular foreign landown- 
ing rights and the easing of travel restrictions. 


The OECS leaders agreed to the establishment in 
August of a joint diplomatic mission in Brussels in 
order better to protect the region’s interests with the 
European Communities (EC). 


Wl Reference article pp. R58-59. 


CENTRAL AMERICA 


Presidential summit 


The presidents of Belize, Costa Rica, El Sal- 
vador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Panama met in Guatemala City, on June 17 
[for December 1992 summit see pp. 39232- 
33]. They welcomed the restoration of democ- 
racy in Guatemala [see pp. 39503] and agreed 
on closer regional co-operation. 


Friction between Central American 
and Caribbean states over banana 
exports 


A second meeting between representatives of 
central American countries and of the member 
states of the Caribbean Community (CARI- 
COM) was held in Jamaica on May 27-28. 


A CARICOM ministerial statement on May 31 
warned that relations between the two regions 
could be seriously harmed if central American gov- 
ermments continued to demand that the European 
Communities (EC) end preferential access for Car- 
ibbean banana exports under the Lomé Conven- 
tion. They stated that genuine co-operation would 
be fostered by central American countries accept- 
ing the new EC banana agreement rather than seek- 
ing its review by a second panel of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) [see pp. 
R59, R131, 38910; 39064; 39340; 39460]. 


Wi Last article p. 39315; reference article pp. R58-59. 


IN BRIEF 


ECUADOR: Patricio Abdad Herrera was sworn in 
as the new Public Health Minister on June 28, 
replacing Leonardo Viteri. 
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JAPAN 
Calling of snap election 


In a remarkable sequence of developments 
during June, the rising discord within the rul- 
ing Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), the 
dominant force Japanese politics for almost 
40 years, culminated in the defeat of the gov- 
ernment in the lower chamber of the Diet in a 
vote of no confidence. A snap election was 
called for July 18 which offered the unprece- 
dented prospect of the LDP’s removal from 
government by a coalition of opposition par- 
ties. 

No confidence motion 


The vote of no confidence was tabled by the 
Social Democratic Party of Japan (SDPJ) and 
two smaller opposition parties when it became 
clear that the government had abandoned its 
attempts to push through a political reform 
package before the end of the current session 
of the Diet on June 20. Despite LDP Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa’s suggestion that 
an extraordinary session of the Diet could be 
convened to discuss the issue further, he was 
denounced by the supporters of reform as 
having no real commitment to the cause. 


The idea of changing Japan’s current multi-mem- 
ber legislative constituencies into a mixed system 
of multi- and single-member constituencies was 
supported by all of Japan’s opposition parties on 
the grounds that electoral reforms would increase 
their chances of success against the LDP and would 
also reduce the influence of money, revealed by the 
recent financial scandals, in determining electoral 
success. In addition, the reduced influence of fac- 
tions within the LDP, a second consequence of the 
scandals, had caused an increasing number of 
younger LDP members to support the concept of 
political reform. Among the most outspoken of 
these were the 35 members of the newly formed 
LDP faction led by former Finance Minister 
Tsutomu Hata, and former LDP secretary-general 
Ichiro Ozawa. 


The no confidence motion was passed on June 
18 by 255 votes to 220. In addition to the 
opposition parties, 39 LDP members voted 
against the government. Of these, 35 were 
members of Hata’s faction (Reform Forum 
21—see p. 39419). Within hours of the defeat 
Miyazawa announced a general election for 
July 18. 


Formal splits within LDP - Formation 
of new parties 


The majority of the LDP rebels formally con- 
stituted themselves as a new party when Hata 
and Ozawa founded Shinseito (New Life 
Party) on June 23. The new group was report- 
edly supported by 44 former LDP members 
from the outgoing Diet (36 from the lower 
chamber and eight from the upper house), 


thereby making it the largest split from the 
LDP since the party’s creation in 1955. 


Hata was chosen as president of the new party and 
committed Shinseito to work towards achieving 
fundamental political reform and the ending of the 
era of LDP rule. Towards this end he expressed his 
willingness to form a coalition with any opposition 
party which was also committed to reform. 


Two days earlier, on June 21, 10 other former 
LDP Diet members had announced the forma- 
tion of the Shinto Sakigake (New Party Har- 
binger). The new party chose Masayoshi 
Takemura as its leader. Although Shinto Saki- 
gake advocated reformist policies which were 
almost identical to those of Shinseito, analysts 
claimed that it was unclear to what extent the 
two new groups were prepared to co-operate. 


The formation of Shinto Sakigake was welcomed 
by the Japan New Party (JNP), which had been 
created on a reformist platform in 1992 [see also p. 
39004]. On June 30 the leader of the JNP, Morihiro 
Hosokawa, stated that his party would merge with 
Shinto Sakigake after the general election had been 
fought. On the other hand, however, Hosokawa 
suggested that the JNP would “keep its distance” 
from Shinseito. 


Realignment of opposition parties 


It was reported that on June 24 Hata had 
reached an agreement with Sadao Yamahana, 
chair of the SDPJ (Japan’s largest opposition 
party), “to eclipse the LDP’s majority in the 
upcoming general election” and form a coali- 
tion government. This agreement was ex- 
panded on June 27 by a compact between the 
leaders of the SDPJ, Shinseito and three other 
parties—Komeito (Clean Government Party), 
the Democratic Socialist Party (DSP) and the 
United Social Democratic Party (USDP). The 
leaders of all five parties agreed to pool their 
efforts to defeat the LDP, and to seek a de- 
tailed formula to avoid fielding duplicate can- 
didates and thereby splitting the anti-LDP 
vote. They also agreed to maintain LDP poli- 
cies on defence and foreign policy issues. 


Within the SDPJ, however, there was some disquiet 
at the prospect of an alliance with Shinseito and, in 
particular, at Yamahana’s willingness to make 
wide policy concessions on defence and foreign 
policy issues. Although the SDPJ had shifted its 
policies in a rightwards direction in recent years, it 
still contained many socialists for whom defence 
and foreign policy issues represented the defining 
characteristics of the party. Such policies included 
opposition to Japan’s security treaty with the USA 
and an insistence that the maintenance of Self De- 
fence Forces was a breach of Japan’s non-military 
constitution. 


Elections for Tokyo metropolitan 
assembly 

An early test of the extent of the damage 
sustained by the LDP was provided by elec- 
tions to the Tokyo metropolitan assembly on 


- 
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June 27. With an electorate of 9,300,000 
(some 10 per cent of the country’s total elec- 


torate), the contest for control of the 128-_ 


member city assembly was seen as providing 
the best indication of the relative strengths of 
the parties in the run-up to the election. In the 
event, the LDP increased its share of seats 
from 42 to 44. The number of seats held by 
the SDPJ fell from 29 to 14, while the JNP 
increased its total from two to 20 seats. 


The unexpected resilience displayed by the LDP, 
which was traditionally stronger in rural rather than 
urban areas, together with the poor showing of the 
SDPJ, led many commentators to speculate that the 
ruling party might manage to retain power at the 
general election. The strong showing of the JNP, 
which remained outside the opposition coalition 
and, therefore, provided a potential coalition part- 
ner for the LDP, reinforced the view that sugges- 


tions that the LDP was facing certain defeat on July 


18 were premature. 


Approval of supplementary 
budget 


A 2,363,300 million (US$1.00=107.354 yen 
as at June 7, 1993) supplementary budget, 
designed to help the economy emerge from 
recession, became law on June 8. 


The measure, passed only nine weeks into the new 
fiscal year, represented the first occasion in 32 
years on which Japan had adopted an extra budget 
during the 150-day ordinary Diet session ending in 
late June. It involved increasing the overall 1993- 
94 budget to 74,540,000 million yen, and was 
designed to fund Japan’s latest and largest pump- 
priming package, unveiled in April, totalling 
13,200,000 million yen [see p. 39419]. 


The supplementary budget included 1,200,000 mil- 
lion yen for public works; 620,000 million yen for 
the purchase of equipment and buildings; 401,700 


million yen for disaster relief; 100,500 million yen 


for assistance to small and medium-size compa- 
nies; and 41,100 million yen for funds related to aid 
to Russia. To raise revenue for the expenditures, 
additional construction bonds worth 2,200,000 mil- 
lion yen were to be issued and commemorative 
coins for the Crown Prince’s wedding [see below], 
worth 62,500 million yen, had been marketed. 


The supplementary budget became law even 
though the opposition-controlled Upper House re- 
jected it on June 8 as expected. The Lower House, 


controlled by the LDP, had approved the measure ~ 


on May 26, and this was sufficient for it to become 
law without the consent of the upper chamber. 


Marriage of Crown Prince 


Crown Prince Naruhito and former diplomat 
Masako Owada were married on June9 within 
the imperial palace in Tokyo. 

The shinto ceremony took place in private, al- 
though the couple were seen entering and leaving 
the altar-room by 800 invited guests. No foreigners 
were present and, by tradition, the ceremony was 


not attended by the Emperor and Empress. After-_- 


wards, the couple travelled by motorcade along a 4 
km route from the imperial palace to the Crown 
Prince’s residence in Akasaka, Tokyo. 
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Despite threats by some of Japan’s extreme 
leftist anti-imperial organizations, there were 
no significant attempts to disrupt the proceed- 
ings. 

Wl Last article pp. 39464-65; reference article pp. R 71-72. 


NORTH KOREA 


Talks with USA - Easing of 
nuclear tensions 


Low-level talks with the USA, held at the 
offices of the US mission to the UN in New 
York, resulted in the issuing of a joint state- 
ment on June 11, in which North Korea de- 
clared that it had decided to suspend its 
threatened withdrawal from the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) which had been 
scheduled to take effect on the following day 
[see pp. 39366; 39417-18; 39463-64]. ]. 


The first two rounds of the talks, on June 2 and 4, 
had produced no agreement, and the North Korean 
delegation had threatened to leave, but had then 
agreed to a further meeting on June 10. The US side 
stressed that it had made no concessions during the 
talks, but several incentives were reportedly of- 
fered, including a promise to halt the annual US- 
South Korean Team Spirit military exercise, an 
undertaking not to attack the North with nuclear 
arms and a promise to arrange the international 
inspection of nuclear facilities in South. 


The June 1 1 joint statement gave no indication 
of how long North Korea was suspending its 
threat to withdraw from the NPT, nor whether 
it had altered its position of refusing to allow 
full UN inspection of its nuclear sites, the 
issue which had led to the threatened with- 
drawal. The joint statement reiterated the 
North’s commitment to work for the achieve- 
ment of peace, security, and reunification 
within the Korean peninsula, through the re- 
jection of force (including nuclear weapons), 
and the provision of full safeguards guaran- 
teeing mutual respect for sovereignty of both 
North and South, and non-interference in each 
other’s internal affairs. 


Russian statement 


During a 13-day European tour by South Ko- 
rea’s Foreign Minister Han Sung Joo, the 
Russian government, reflecting its improved 
relations with the South, stated on June 6 that 
the North’s threatened withdrawal from the 
NPT was “inadmissible”. 

Russia promised to work through the UN Security 
Council and the IAEA, and directly with the North 
Korean government, to make it reconsider before 
the international community resorted to “tough ob- 
stacles”. 


Missile tests by North Korea 


The South Korean Defence Ministry an- 
nounced on June 24 that the North had suc- 
cessfully test-fired in late May four missiles 
designed to carry nuclear warheads which 


_ posed a threat to neighbouring countries. 


The South Korean ministry claimed that two of the 
missiles, of the Rodong 1 variety (a long-rumoured 
development based on the former Soviet Union’s 
Scud-C missile), had a range of 1,000 km and had 
hit targets 500 km out in the Sea of Japan. Japanese 
defence sources had on June 11 acknowledged 
reports of the test firings. 


WH Last article pp. 39463-64; reference article pp. R73-74. 


SOUTH KOREA 
Student protests 


A police blockade, preventing contact on June 
12 between student leaders and their counter- 
parts in the North, led to student demonstra- 
tions in the South Korean capital, Seoul. 


In an operation to clear a highway, a police officer 
was reportedly beaten to death by students. Later, 
the Korean Federation of University Student Coun- 
cils (Hanchongnyon) apologized for the incident, 
declared two days of mourning for the dead officer 
and promised to investigate the matter and to accept 
responsibility, including prosecution, if official 
charges proved to be just. 


Five-year economic plan 


Under a five-year plan for 1994-98 announced 
by the Economic Planning Board on June 17, 
the economy would grow at an annual rate of 
6.9 per cent and exports at 10.4 per cent. Gross 
national product (GNP) was predicted to in- 
crease by 6 per cent in 1994 and by 7 to 7.2 
per cent annually from 1995 to 1998. The goal 
was the creation of a current-account surplus 
of US$5,300 million (8.8 per cent of GNP) by 
1998. Membership of the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) was envisaged by the late 1990s. 


Integral to the plan was the deregulation of most 
interest rates, the liberalization of foreign exchange 
and capital markets and the lifting of direct controls 
on money supply and capital flows. Regulations on 
foreign exchange transactions were to be eased 
from July, with companies allowed to hold up to 
US$300,000,000 in foreign currency deposits com- 
pared with the current legal limit of 
US$200,000,000. 


i Last article p. 39464; reference article pp. R74-75. 


CHINA 


Official confirmation of 
ill-health of Li Peng 


Chinese Premier Li Peng, 65, on June 14 made 
his first public appearance in seven weeks 
when he presided over a welcoming ceremony 
in Beijing, the Chinese capital for the visiting 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamed [see p. 39514]. 

Li had been reported as having a cold, but his 
prolonged absence from public duties had led to 
intense speculation concerning both the state of his 
health and his security in office. 

On June 24, the official Chinese news agency, 
Xinhua, admitted that Li had been suffering froma 
heart ailment. The agency quoted Li as having told 
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the visiting Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating 
[see below] that, having developed a severe cold in 
April, “a physical checkup showed that I also suf- 
fered from a minor heart condition”. Li claimed that 
he had “now recovered quite well, following a 
period of medical treatment and rest”, but that his 
doctors had advised that he should not yet resume 
his full duties. 

Rioting in Sichuan - Easing of rural taxes 


There was serious rioting on June 3-6 in 
Sichuan province in central China. Reports of 
the unrest, which were eventually confirmed 
by the authorities on June 13, suggested that 
it was centred within the Renshou region, 
some 80 km south of the provincial capital of 
Chengdun, and had involved up to 10,000 
peasants who were protesting over tax in- 
creases. The rioters were dispersed by police 
using teargas. 

Analysts claimed that the unrest was indicative of 
increasing peasant discontent over the growing dis- 
parity of wealth between China’s rural and urban 
population. According to official statistics the av- 
erage per capita income for the country’s 
800,000,000 peasants was 770 yuan 
(US$1.00=5.7014 yuan as at June 28, 1993), less 
than half that of urban dwellers. 


In an effort to placate the peasant population 
the State Council on June 22 announced the 
abolition of 37 local taxes and fees of the type 
which had been at the centre of the Sichuan 
protests. 


Dismissal of governor of Central Bank 


Growing official concern over China’s over- 
heating economy, which in May had led to 
increased interest rates, was also evident in 
June with the dismissal of the governor of the 
People’s Bank of China (central bank). It was 
reported that on June 29 Li Guixian had been 
removed from office and that his duties had 
been assumed by Vice Premier Zhu Rongji, 
the chief formulator of China’s economic pol- 


icy. 


Although Zhu was known to be a reformer and an 
advocate of fast economic growth, his main task in 
taking over the central bank was expected to be the 
enforcement of stricter credit curbs. His predeces- 
sor was blamed for the bank’s failure to control the 
money supply and to implement effective measures 
to cool the economy. The country’s rapid economic 
expansion (growth for the first six months of 1993 
was estimated at some 15 per cent) was fuelled by 
an explosion in credit, a vast expansion in fixed 
investment, and a huge budget deficit. The central 
bank’s policy of increasing the money supply in 
response to this pressure had led to rapidly rising 
inflation. 


Foreign relations 


Attempts by illegal Chinese 
immigrants to enter USA 


Some 200 illegal immigrants were appre- 
hended by the US authorities on June 6 when 
the freighter upon which they were travelling 
ran aground off Long Island, New York City. 
At least eight of the immigrants were killed 
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and 16 others injured as they attempted to 
swim to the shore. 


The incident was indicative of the rising tide of 
illegal immigration from China to the USA. In late 
May a Chinese freighter had landed 270 immi- 
grants in San Francisco, although most had been 
subsequently captured by police and immigration 
authorities. 


Tour of Middle East by Vice-Premier 


Vice-Premier Li Lanqing led a Chinese trade 
delegation on a tour of the Middle East in late 
June and early July. The delegation comprised 
executives from some of China’s leading trad- 
ing and industrial companies. 


The delegation visited Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bah- 
rain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Oman and 
Iran. The Middle East Economic Digest of July 2 
reported that trade between China and the Middle 
East was worth more than US$2,000 million in 
1992. 


Visit by Australian Prime Minister 


Australian Prime Minister Paul Keating vis- 
ited China on June 23-27. During his visit, 
Keating held talks with Li Peng and other 
Chinese leaders on trade co-operation and 
other bilateral and international issues. 


Tibet 


In an apparent response to international con- 
cern over recent unrest and alleged human 
rights abuses in Tibet [see p. 39462], on June 
3 the chairman of the autonomous region, 
Gyaincain Norbu, repeated his offer to hold 
talks with the Dalai Lama, the exiled Tibetan 
spiritual leader. 


In reporting Gyaincain Norbu’s offer, however, 
Xinhua stressed that there was no shift in the offi- 
cial Chinese position that Tibet was an “inalienable 
part of China”, and that the issue of independence 
could not be included on the agenda for the talks. 


Although there was no repetition of the large-scale 
rioting which had occurred during May, it was 
reported by the official newspaper, the Tibet Daily, 
that a 70 kg bomb had exploded in Lhasa, the 
Tibetan capital, on June 5, killing three people and 
injuring 11 others. 


As a result of Chinese pressure, the Dalai 
Lama was prevented from attending the UN 
World Conference on Human Rights which 
opened in Vienna on June 14 [see pp. 39537- 
38). 


The exclusion of the Dalai Lama, a Nobel Peace 
prize-winner, caused a boycott of the opening cere- 
mony of the conference by 14 Nobel Peace prize 
laureates. The Dalai Lama received a warm recep- 
tion when he attended a fringe meeting of the 
conference on the following day, during which he 
rejected the official Chinese position that the issue 
of human rights was entirely an internal affair. 


Wi Last article pp. 39461-62; reference article pp. R65-66. 


TAIWAN 


Government defeat over 
financial disclosure bill 


The ruling Kuomintang (KMT) party suffered 
its first major defeat on the floor of the Leg- 
islative Yuan on June 15, when rebel KMT 
members joined opposition members to pass 
a comprehensive financial disclosure bill. The 
bill was approved without objection after the 
rebels and the opposition had defeated a 
weaker government proposal on June 8. 


According to the Far Eastern Economic Review of 
June 24, the so-called “Sunshine Law” appeared to 
give Taiwan “the strictest financial disclosure rules 
for public officials in Asia”. It would affect an 
estimated 23,000 elected and appointed officials, 
including the President, members of the Executive 
Yuan (Cabinet) and elected members of the Legis- 
lative Yuan, the National Assembly and city and 
county councils. 


Clashes over fourth nuclear plant 


Sessions of the National Assembly and the 
Legislative Yuan held in late June to debate a 
government proposal to proceed with the con- 
struction of Taiwan’s fourth nuclear power 
plant degenerated into chaos as opponents 
chased and fought each other. As a result, 
voting on the proposal was adjourned. 


Violent clashes also took place outside the Assem- 
bly and the Yuan between anti-nuclear and pro-nu- 
clear protesters. 


Wl Last article p. 39463; reference article pp. R82-83. 


HONG KONG 
Sino-Britisn talks 


A series of direct meetings between Chinese 
and United Kingdom officials on the develop- 
ment of Hong Kong took place in June [see 
pp. 39462-63 for negotiations in May]. 


The UK and China resumed talks on the fi- 
nancing of the Hong Kong airport project in 
June [see pp. 38340; 39005; 39051]. Dialogue 
on this multi-million dollar project had been 
stalled since October 1992 when Chris Patten, 
the Governor of Hong Kong, unveiled his 
controversial plans for the colony’s political 
development [see p. 39143]. 


On June 18 China gave its approval for the con- 
struction of a western harbour crossing, one of the 
project’s nine core elements. 


The fifth and sixth rounds of talks on the colony’s 
political development took place in Beijing, the 
Chinese capital, on June 14-16 and June 23-25. As 
with earlier sessions, both sides maintained a vir- 
tual news blackout. However, reports in the British 
press indicated that little progress had been made. 


The Sino-British Joint Liaison Group (JLG) 
held its 26th meeting in Hong Kong on June 
21-23, the first for over six months. Tony 
Galsworthy, the senior British representative, 
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described the results of the talks as “pretty 
marginal”. 
Wi Last article pp. 39462-63; reference article p. R67. 


MONGOLIA 
Presidential election 


In Mongolia’s first direct presidential elec- 
tion, held on June 6, the incumbent President 
Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat easily defeated his 
sole opponent, Lodongiyn Tudev. 

Ochirbat had become President in September 1990, 
under the former system of indirect election by the 
People’s Great Hural [see p. 37713]. The 1992 
Constitution [see pp. 38722-23] had stipulated the 
direct election of the President. 

Ochirbat had served his first term as President as a 
representative of the ruling Mongolian People’s 
Revolutionary Party (MPRP). However, in April 
1993 a special congress of the MPRP had chosen 
Tudev as its presidential candidate in preference to 
Ochirbat [see p. 39416]. Following this congress, 
Ochirbat had agreed to contest the election on 
behalf of the small two-party opposition coalition 
of National Democrats and Social Democrats. 


The ITAR-TASS news agency reported on June 10 
that Ochirbat had received 57.8 per cent of the vote 
and Tudev 38.7 per cent. According to the report, 
there had been a turnout of 92.7 per cent for the 
elections, which were monitored by 22 foreign 
observers from 12 countries. 

Ochirbat was formally sworn into office on June 
18. In his inaugural address to the People’s Great 
Hural, Ochirbat stated that Mongolia remained, 
open for co-operation with all countries of the 
world. With this end in mind, he said, the country’s 
armed forces would soon be reduced by 16 percent. 
Floating of currency - IMF loan - 
Foreign investment law 


Ina move clearly designed to meet the recom- 
mendations of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the government on May 27 al- 
lowed its currency, the tugrik, to float freely. 
The IMF on JUne 25 announced approval of 
a three-year loan, under the enhanced struc- 
tural adjustment facility, of SDR 40,810,000 
(about US$57,000,000), of which Mongolia 
could draw up to the equivalent of SDR 
18,550,000 during the first year in support of 
its 1993-94 economic programme. 

The rate as at May 28 was US$1.00=400.384 
tugriks, compared with the former official rate of 
US$1.00=150 tugriks. 

The People’s Great Hural adopted a law on 
foreign investment in early June, with incen- 
tives and protection for foreign investors. 
Trial of central bank governors 


The trial opened on June 14 of two former 
central bank governors, Gochoogiyn Huder- 
chuluun and Naidansurengiyn Zhargalsaik- 
han, charged with dereliction of duty and 
abusing foreign exchange deals during 1990 
and 1991. The Financial Times of June 15 said 
that they were accused of virtually wiping out 
Mongolia’s foreign exchange reserves by los- 
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ing some US$82,000,000 on “ill-advised 
deals”. 


Japanese loan offer - Prime Minister's 
visit to United States 

The Japanese Foreign Ministry announced on 
June 10 that the Japanese government had 
offered to extend some 2,600 million yen 


(US$1.00= 105.074 yen as at June 14, 1993). 


in grant assistance to Mongolia. 

The largest portion of the grant, some 1,120 million 
yen, was for the establishment of transhipment 
facilities along the Sino-Mongolian border. 
Prime Minister's US visit 

Prime Minister Puntsagiyn Jasray paid an of- 
ficial visit to the USA in late June. 

i Last article p. 39416; reference article p. R77. 


KAZAKHSTAN 
Multinational oil accord 


A consortium of one domestic and seven 
Western oil firms signed an agreement in 
Alma Ata on June 9 worth US$350,000,000 
for the exploration and possible development 
of new oil fields in the Caspian Sea area. 
Similar agreements had been signed with the 
French oil company, Elf-Aquitaine, in Febru- 
ary, and with the US-based oil corporation, 
Chevron, in April [see p. 39413]. 

Miners’ strike 

Miners in the town of Kentau in South 


-.Kazakhstan oblast (region) called an indefi- 
nite strike on June 11 in support of higher 


wages. In mid-May miners at the Tentek mine 
in Karaganda had threatened to go on strike 
after demanding cash payments. 

WB Last article p. 39413; reference article p. R72. 


KIRGIZSTAN 
Akayev's visit to Iran 


President Askar Akayev held talks in Tehran 
with Iranian President Ali Akbar Rafsanjani 
during an official visit on June 20-22. Seven 
agreements were concluded covering among 
other things travel, tourism, banking and 
trade. 

Agreement with Uzbekistan 


Economic accords designed to relieve tension 
with Uzbekistan were signed in the Uzbek 
capital, Tashkent, on June 16. 


Uzbekistan had responded to Kirgizstan’s unex- 
pected adoption in May of its own currency, the 
som [see p. 39465], by cutting off natural gas and 
petroleum supplies. The most important feature of 
the agreements, concluded during talks between 
Prime Minister Tursunbek Chyngyshev and his 
Uzbek counterpart, Abdulhashim Mutalov, was the 
decision to use the dollar, instead of the rouble, as 
the basis for all interbank transactions between the 
two republics. In addition, Kirgi offici 


Kirgizstan jially 
-. acknowledged its debt of US$13,300,000 to 


Uzbekistan at the time of the introduction of the 
som. 


New political parties 


Delegates at the third congress of the Demo- 
cratic Movement of Kirgizstan voted on June 
2 to transform the organization, founded in 
1991 to co-ordinate the activities of a range of 
democratic groups, into a political party. 

The newly established Republican Popular Party of 
Kirgizstan held its first congress in Bishkek on May 
29. 

Wi Last article p. 39465; reference article pp. R72-73. 


TAJIKISTAN 
Banning of opposition parties 


The Supreme Court on June 21 banned four 
opposition parties—the Democratic Party, 
Lale Badakshon, the Nazdate Islamiye 
Tajikistan (Islamic Renaissance Party of Ta- 
jikistan) and the Rastokhez People’s Front 
(Rebirth). The court found the parties guilty 
of illegally forming militias, fomenting civil 
war and killing or kidnapping legislators. 
By-elections 

Parliamentary by-elections were held in 19 districts 
on June 13. Among those newly elected were Prime 
Minister Abdumalik Abdullojanov. 

Wi Last article pp. 39465-66; reference article pp. R83-84. 


AFGHANISTAN 
New government 


The leader of the radical Hezb-i-Islami, Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, was formally sworn in as 
Prime Minister of a new government on June 
17, ending an intense power struggle between 
himself and President Burhanuddin Rabbani 
which had centred on the composition of a 
new Cabinet [see pp. 39369; 39413; 39466]. 
In late May Hekmatyar, Rabbani and leaders 
of seven other mujaheddin factions had 
reached an accord on the composition of anew 
government and had settled the pivotal ques- 
tion of control over the Defence Ministry [see 
p. 39466]. (On May 20 former Defence Min- 
ister Ahmed Shah Masud whose inclusion in 
the new government had been opposed by 
Hekmatyar, indicated his acceptance of the 
accord by announcing his resignation.) 

In early June rival mujaheddin groups were re- 
ported to have agreed to abide by the terms of the 
May accord by accepting a ceasefire to end two 
weeks of fierce fighting in the capital, Kabul [ibid.], 
in which more than 1,000 people were killed and 
nearly 4,500 injured. On June 9 Hekmatyar entered 
Kabul briefly for the first time since the overthrow 
in April 1992 of the communist government of 
former President Mohammed Najibullah [see pp. 
38847-48]. 

Ata ceremony in the village of Qali Hayda Khan 
in Paghman district, west of Kabul, Hekmatyar 
promised that he would force all warring parties in 
his coalition government to surrender their weap- 
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New Afghan Cabinet 


Gulbuddin Hekmatyar Prime Minister 

Hedayat Amin Arsala Foreign Affairs 

Sayd Mohammad Ali Jawid Planning 

Hamidollah Tarzi Minister-Adviser 
Economic Affairs 

Sayd Mohammad Construction 

Jalilollah Mawlawizada Education and 
Training 

Hayotollah Balaghi Trade 

Sayd Mohammad Ayub Water and Power 

Ostad Sayd Omar Higher and Vocational 
Education 

Qazi Mohammad Amin Waaqad 
Communication 

Arsala Rahmani Religion and hajj 

Sayd Hussain Anwari Works and Social 
Affairs 

Abdur Rahim Deputy Minister of Justice 

Ahmed Shah Ahmedzay Housing and City 
Construction 

Sayd Mohammad Ayub Fatimi Public 
Health 

Farug Azam Refugee Repatriation 


ons. Rabbani, who also attended the ceremony, said 
that he would co-operate with the new government, 
and he called upon all sides to maintain the precari- 
ous ceasefire. The new government was expected 
meanwhile to operate from Hekmatyar’s military 
base at Charasiab, 25 km south of Kabul. 

In his first executive decision as Prime Minister on 
June 17 Hekmatyar ordered a halt to highway rob- 
bery by unemployed mujaheddin. 

The UN special envoy Sotirios Mousouris 
was reported in late June to have renewed 
pressure on the new government to secure the 
release of Najibullah, who was said to be 
seriously ill [see p. 39413]. 


Landslide 


Up to 115 people were reported killed on June 
15 in a mudslide in Kabul caused by heavy 
rains. 


Wi Last article p. 39466; reference article p. R60. 


PAKISTAN 
Federal rule in Punjab 


The power struggle between President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan and recently reinstated 
Prime Minister Mian Mohammad Nawaz 
Sharif [see pp. 39466-67] deepened with 
Sharif’s move on June 29 to impose direct 
federal rule in the country’s most populous 
province, Punjab. 


Pandemonium followed the government’s attempts 
to introduce a resolution to this effect in a special 
joint session of parliament. More than 100 opposi- 
tion MPs staged a walk-out, accusing Sharif of 
subverting provincial autonomy. The resolution 
was then carried and subsequently backed by a 
proclamation giving it legal effect. A report that 
President Khan had approved this proclamation 
was denied by a presidential spokesman on June 
30. 


39511 


News Digest for June 1993 


The only precedent for such a proclamation was in 
1973 when, faced with an insurgency in the prov- 
ince of Baluchistan, the centre had dismissed the 
provincial government and ordered military inter- 
vention [see p. 25893]. 


The matter at issue in Punjab was the dissolution of 
the provincial assembly, ordered on May 29 alleg- 
edly at the behest of President Khan because of the 
imminent prospect of a motion of no confidence 
against Chief Minister Manzoor Wattoo. Wattoo, 
known to be loyal to President Khan, had himself 
been appointed after the reportedly questionable 
ousting in April of Sharif’s ally, Ghulam Haider 
Wyne [see p. 39413]. Pro-Sharif parties in the 
Punjab assembly, opposing the dissolution, ob- 
tained a Lahore High Court order on June 9 tempo- 
rarily restoring the assembly. This order was in tum 
suspended after the Wattoo government main- 
tained that it had no confidence in the court’s 
verdict. However, in what appeared as a final vin- 
dication of Sharif’s position, the Punjab High Court 
on June 28 upheld the restoration of the Punjab 
assembly. 


A writ challenging the dissolution in late May of 
the North West Frontier Province (NWFP) assem- 
bly was filed in the Peshawar High Court on June 
13. The writ was said to have been supported by 
allies of Sharif. 


Government-opposition talks 


Talks on constitutional reform between the 
government and opposition parties led by the 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) broke down on 
June 26 amid reports that the government had 
rejected opposition demands for an early gen- 
eral election. In late May Prime Minister 
Sharif and PPP leader Benazir Bhutto had 
agreed to hold their first talks in five years in 
an attempt to resolve the country’s political 
crisis [see p. 39466]. 


Review of constitutional amendments 


A special committee to review constitutional 
changes, including the controversial Eighth 
Amendment most recently invoked to support 
the dismissal of the Sharif government [see p. 
39412], was appointed by the National As- 
sembly on June 22. Members of the new body 
included representatives from the opposition 
People’s Democratic Alliance (PDA) coali- 
tion, led by the PPP. 


1993-94 budget 


Details of the 1993-94 budget were unveiled 
by Finance Minister Sartaj Aziz in the Na- 
tional Assembly on June 14. 


The budget envisaged a total outlay (including 
development expenditure) of over Rs 332,500 mil- 
lion, showing an increase of 9 per cent over the 
current year’s estimates (US$1.00=Rs 26.6413 as 
at June 14, 1993). Defence expenditure was set at 
Rs 89,100 million or 34.6 per cent of current ex- 
penditure, an increase of only 1.9 per cent from the 
current year’s level, i.e. well below the estimated 
inflation rate of 9 per cent. 


Gross revenue receipts for the fiscal year 1993-94 
were estimated at more than Rs 267,000 million. 
The budget deficit would be reduced, to 5.5 percent 
of gross domestic product (GDP); the current esti- 
mated deficit for 1992-93 was 7 per cent of GDP 


(Rs 95,000 million). Revenue increases would 
come from higher indirect taxes, a 10 per cent 
increase in prices of petroleum products, anda sales 
tax increase of 2.5 percentage points, to 15 per cent. 
No tax was introduced on agricultural income. 
Investment incentives included halving the excise 
duty on bank loans to 1 per cent and extending the 
tax holiday on capital gains for a further three years, 
to June 30, 1996. 


Wl Last article pp. 39466-67; reference article pp. R78-79. 


INDIA 


Allegations against Rao - 
Parliamentary draft report on 
financial scandal 


Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao was 
accused on June 16 of accepting an unde- 
clared campaign contribution worth Rs 
10,000,000 (US$320,000) from the Bombay 
stockbroker Harshad Mehta who faced 
charges relating to the banking and securities 
scandal which erupted in May 1992 [see pp. 
38913; 38967; 39008; 39053; 39145; 39194; 
39270; 39467]. Mehta’s allegations, made 
during a press conference in Bombay, were 
flatly denied by Rao and dismissed by senior 
Congress (I) figures as “baseless” and “sinis- 
ter”. The largest opposition party, the Bhara- 
tiya Janata Party (BJP), however, called for 
Rao’s immediate resignation, saying that “the 
country cannot afford a scam-tainted prime 
minister”. 


Details of the allegations, outlined in a sworn 
affidavit shown to reporters by Mehta, de- 
scribed how Mehta had personally delivered 
the sum of Rs 6,700,000 to Rao at his resi- 
dence in New Delhi in November 1991, and 
how he had arranged to despatch a further 
amount of Rs 3,300,000 to Rao’s office the 
following day. 


Office records of Rao’s movements subsequently 
released by the government showed that Rao had 
been receiving a Pakistani delegation, and then 
seeing the former governor of Kashmir, at the time 
when Mehta was said to have handed over the 
money. These office records were said to have been 
substantiated by one member of the Pakistani dele- 
gation, but the former govemor of Kashmir denied 
having met Rao, claiming that his signature had 
been forged. 


Ata hearing before a parliamentary joint committee 
investigating the financial scandal on June 30, Me- 
hta was reported by All-India Radio to have con- 
tradicted some of his allegations against Rao. 


Parliamentary draft report on 
financial scandal 


The parliamentary committee appointed in 
August 1992 [see p. 39053] to investigate the 
Bombay securities scandal blamed foreign 
banks for initiating the fraud. In a draft report 
released on June 22 the committee noted that 
foreign banks “with their tremendous re- 
sources, their clout, their aggressive posture 
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and posturing, can, if they choose, play havoc 
with the economy”. 

The report recommended stricter controls for finan- 
cial institutions and criticized the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI—central bank) and the Finance Minis- 
try for failing to introduce an effective system of 
inspection. In May an RBI report on the scandal had 
also urged tighter supervision of the interbank se- 
curities market [see p. 39467]. 


The managing director of the een 
State Bank of India, V. Mahadevan, was dismissed 
on June 25 for his alleged role in the Bombay 
securities scandal. 

Lifting of ban on extremist 
organizations 


The Unlawful Activities Tribunal on June 4 
lifted the ban imposed in December 1992 [see 
p. 39222] on two Hindu extremist organiza- 
tions, the Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh 
(RSS) and the Bajrang Dal; a ban on the 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) was upheld. In 
May the Allahabad High Court had suspended 
the order banning the RSS [see p. 39467]. 


On June 25 the government lodged an appeal 
in the Supreme Court challenging the suspen- 
sion of its order banning the RSS and the 
Bajrang Dal. 

A ruling issued by a separate tribunal on June 
4 upheld the government’s ban on the extrem- 
ist Muslim organization, the Islamic Sevak 
Sangh (ISS) effective since December 1992 
[see p. 39222]. 


Return of Advani as BJP president 


Lal Krishan Advani was elected president of 
the BJP on June 3, replacing Murli Manohar 
Joshi whose two-year term had been marked 
by internal party disputes. Advani had earlier 
held the post for two successive terms in 1985- 
91. . 


Test firing of Prithvi missile 


The 11th test firing of the medium-range 
(350-km) surface-to-surface Prithvi missile 
was carried out on June 12. Capable of a 
1-tonne payload, the missile was designed to 
target military bases, airfields and industrial 
facilities such as oil depots. 


Cut in interest rate 


The RBI on June 24 cut the minimum lending 
rate for banks by 1 percentage point to 16 per 
cent. The reduction, the first since February 
[see p. 39323], came amid fresh indications 
showing a fall in inflation to below 6 per cent 
from.a peak of 16 per cent in 1992 [see p. 
R68]. 


Foreign relations 


Sino-Indian talks 


The sixth round of Sino-Indian talks held in 
New Delhi on June 25-28 ended with the 
opening of an additional border post at’ 


_ Shipkilah in the northern Indian state of Hi- 


machal Pradesh [for earlier rounds of talks see 
pp. 37352; 38192; 39146]. The two sides also 
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agreed to further confidence-building meas- 
ures, including increased transparency about 
the location of military positions. 

Rao’s visit to Kazakhstan and 
Uzbekistan 

Rao undertook a tour of the central Asian 
republics of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan on 


May 21-26, during which India agreed to ex- 


pand co-operation in science and technology 
with Kazakhstan, and to extend 
US$10,000,000 in credits to Uzbekistan. 


Developments in states 


A joint report by the US-based Asia Watch 
and Physicians for Human Rights, released on 
June 29, accused security forces in Kashmir 
of “summarily executing detainees and killing 
civilians in reprisal attacks”. The report also 
criticized rebel groups for violating human 
rights “by engaging in summary executions, 
rape, kidnappings, threats and assaults against 
civilians”. 

Several state gubernatorial changes were an- 
nounced on June 23. 

The Governor of Bihar, Mohammed Shafi Qure- 
shi, was given additional charge of Madhya 
Pradesh following the resignation of Kunwar 
Mahmood Ali. Gulsher Ahmed was appointed 
Governor of Himachal Pradesh. Moti Lal Vora 
was made Governor of Uttar Pradesh, and Bali 
Ram Bhagat, hitherto Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh, was moved to Rajasthan. 

The resignation of Surendra Nath Dwiwedi, Gov- 
_ emnor of Arunachal Pradesh, was reported on June 
-26. 

’ Hi Last article p. 39467; reference article pp. R67-69. 


SRI LANKA 


Wickremasinghe’s visit to 
India 


Prime Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe held 
talks with Indian leaders in New Delhi on June 
21-22, marking his first foreign visit since 
assuming office in May [see p. 39468]. At a 
press conference on June 22 Wickremasinghe 
said that Sri Lanka had not proposed a joint 
strategy with India to fight the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

Wi Last article pp. 39467-68; reference article pp. R81-82. 


NEPAL 


Anti-government protests 


Twenty-five people were reported killed dur- 
ing violent anti-government protests organ- 
ized by the United Communist Party of Nepal 
(UCPN) on June 25-29, after a government 
inquiry had found no evidence of foul play in 
the road accident which killed two of the 
party’s leaders on May 16. 

On May 23 the Union of Marxist-Leninists (UML) 
- faction had elected Madav Nepal as UCPN secre- 


tary-general to replace Madan Bhandari, one of 
those killed in the accident. 


Wl Last article p. 39323; reference article pp. R77-78. 


BANGLADESH 


Delay in repatriation of 
Chakma refugees 


The repatriation of the first of an estimated 
56,000 Chakma refugees from the Indian state 
of Tripura to Bangladesh, agreed by the two 
countries in late May, failed to get under way 
on June 8; the refugees refused to return, 
claiming that they would “again be subjected 
to inhuman torture” in Bangladesh. 


A 13-point charter of demands submitted by 
the Chakma refugees’ welfare association on 
June 10 included the withdrawal of the Bang- 
ladesh army from the Chittagong Hill Tracts 
(CHT); the expulsion of Muslim settlers; and 
UN involvement in the repatriation and reset- 
tlement of refugees. In May the Chakma sepa- 
ratist organization, the Shanti Bahini, had 
agreed to co-operate in the refugees’ repatria- 
tion after receiving assurances from the gov- 
ernment that they would have greater 
autonomy [see pp. 39195; 39467]. 


1993/94 budget 


Details of the government’s budget for the 
fiscal year 1993/94, presented in parliament 
on June 10 by Finance Minister Saifur 
Rahman, projected a revenue surplus of 
30,350 million taka (US$1.00=39.3443 taka 
as at June 8, 1993). 

Total revenue for the next fiscal year was estimated 
at 123,350 million taka, about 12 per cent higher 
than the revised estimate for 1992-93. Total expen- 
diture was set at 93,000 million taka, which was 9 
per cent higher than the current year’s revised 
estimates. 

Among reforms of the income tax structure were 
raising the limit for individual income tax to 50,000 
taka from the present limit of 40,000 taka, and 
lowering the highest rate of income tax for certain 
companies from 55 per cent to 50 per cent, with the 
highest rate for all other companies set at 40 per 
cent. 


Gross domestic product (GDP) growth for 1993-94 
was targeted at 6 per cent, compared with 5 percent 
estimated for 1992-93. 


Sentencing of Ershad 


Former President Hussain Mohammad 
Ershad was sentenced on June 7, for a third 
time [for earlier convictions see pp. 38288-89; 
38763], receiving a seven-year prison sen- 
tence for transferring state assets to his wife, 
Raushan Ershad. She received a similar sen- 
tence. 


Nuclear fuel agreement with USA 


The Cabinet decided on June 21 to extend a 
1981 co-operation agreement with the USA 
on the peaceful use of nuclear fuel. 


Wi Last article p. 39467; reference article pp. R60-61. 
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THAILAND 
Failure of no confidence motions 


Chuan Leekpai’s Democrat-led coalition gov- 
ernment easily survived—by 204 votes to 153 
—two censure motions placed against it by 
the opposition on June 10-12. The three-day 
debate was the first concerted opposition as- 
sault on the government since its formation in 
September 1992 [see p. 39093]. 


One of the censure motions was against the entire 
Cabinet, while the other targeted five named min- 
isters: Tharin Nimmanhemin (Finance); Uthai 
Phimchaichon (Commerce); Gen. Chaovalit 
Yongchaiyut (Interior); Squadron Ldr. Prasong 
Sonsiri (Foreign Affairs); and Thawee Kraikupt 
(Deputy Communications Minister). The opposi- 
tion accused the government of being generally 
ineffective, failing to boost export earnings and not 
taking concrete measures to help the poor; it also 
questioned the government’s ability to tackle law 
and order issues and establish sound relations with 
neighbouring countries. 

At times the censure debate degenerated into a 
succession of personal attacks on members of the 
government. Most notably, Police Capt. Chalerm 
Yubamrung, leader of the opposition Muan Chon, 
accused Chuan of adultery. A number of defama- 
tion and counter-defamation suits were filed by 
both government and opposition members follow- 
ing the debate. Chuan’s performance in the debate 
was widely praised by commentators. The Far 
Eastern Economic Review of June 24, referring to 
Chuan’s “track record of honesty and integrity”, 
stated that Chuan had “not only strongly defended 
his government’s record, but presented a visible 
display of his political stature”. According to the 
report, the government had emerged from the de- 
bate “with a new lease of life that is likely to carry 
it through for the foreseeable future”. 


Wl Last article p. 39461; reference article p. R84. 


CAMBODIA 


Election results - Agreement 
on formation of government 


The results of the UN-sponsored general elec- 
tion held in late May [see p. 39461] were 
announced in early June. The final results 
tallied with preliminary calculations and con- 
firmed a narrow victory for the nationalist and 
monarchist United National Front for an In- 
dependent, Neutral, Peaceful and Co-opera- 
tive Cambodia (Funcinpec) over the 
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP), the former 
communist organization and the dominant 
force in the State of Cambodia (SOC—the 
Phnom Penh regime). 

Internal SOC manoeuvring and failed 
secession - Sihanouk’s abortive 
coalition strategy 


Shortly after the election process had ended 
the CPP issued allegations of electoral mal- 
practice and called for fresh elections in a 
number of districts [see p. 39461]. In early 
June the CPP protestations continued and it 
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Elections to Cambodian 
Constituent Assembly 


May 23-28, 1993 


Buddhist Liberal Democratic Party 
National Liberation Movement of 
Kampuchea 


Total 


became increasingly doubtful whether the 
party, and with it the whole SOC apparatus, 
would accept the Funcinpec victory. 


According to some reports the CPP itself was di- 
vided on the issue. So-called “hardliners” led by 
Gen. Sin Song, SOC Minister of National Security, 
opposed the inclinations of more moderate figures 
such as CPP president and vice-president Chea Sim 
and Hun Sen to accept the results and enter into 
coalition negotiations with Funcinpec. NHK, the 
Japanese television station, reported on June 5 that 
Sin Song had planned to carry out a “hardline” coup 
in Phnom Penh on June 3. The coup plot was 
uncovered by Chea Sim and Hun Sen who in- 
formed President Norodom Sihanouk. 


A matter of hours before Sin Song was scheduled 
to launch the military action, Sihanouk moved to 
pre-empt the coup by announcing that he had as- 
sumed all executive powers and was in the process 
of forming a Funcinpec-CPP coalition government. 
Sihanouk’s announcement succeeded in fore- 
stalling the coup plotters, but met with a cool re- 
ception from Funcinpec and the UN Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC). On June 4 Si- 
hanouk therefore rescinded his unilateral action 
and retreated to his palace in Phnom Penh, claiming 
to be unwell. 


On June 10 Sin Song and other dissident CPP 
figures including Bou Thang, a CPP standing com- 
mittee member and former Vice-Premier, an- 
nounced that they had arranged for the “secession” 
of seven eastern provinces bordering Vietnam 
(Ratanakiri, Stung Trung, Mondolkiri, Kratie, 
Kompong Cham, Prey Veng and Svay Rieng). The 
dissidents also included Norodom Chakkrapong, 
an SOC Vice-Premier, son of Sihanouk and half- 
brother and rival of Funcinpec leader Norodom 
Ranariddh. The “secession” collapsed on June 15 
and, after a brief spell in Vietnam (which had 
opposed the move), the dissidents returned to Cam- 
bodia. 


Agreement on formation of 
provisional government 


On June 16 Funcinpec and the CPP agreed to 
an interim power sharing agreement brokered 
by Sihanouk. All four political parties which 
had won representation in the Constituent As- 
sembly would be represented in a provisional 
national government of Cambodia (PNGC). 
Funcinpec and the CPP would divide control 
of the major ministries, and Ranariddh and 
Hun Sen would serve as Co-Chairs of the 
PNGC and as Co-Ministers of Defence, Inte- 
rior and Public Security. 


Ranariddh and Hun Sen met on June 24 to discuss 
the formation of the PNGC. Although agreement 
was reached on the composition of the government, 
it had not been placed before the Assembly as of 
early July. 


Position of Khmers Rouges 


Throughout June the Khmers Rouges, who 
had refused to comply with the UN election 
plan [see p. 39461], generally maintained the 
relatively moderate approach they had 
adopted during and after polling. 


The Far Eastern Economic Review of June 24 
reported that Ranariddh had recently held talks 
with Khieu Samphan, the nominal leader of the 
Khmers Rouges, and that Ranariddh had described 
the meeting as “very, very good”. He said that 
Khieu Samphan had abandoned previous Khmer 
Rouge demands for a role in the new coalition and 
had promised to “turn over our territory to your new 
legal government”. 


Convening of Constituent Assembly - 
Confirmation of Sihanouk as head of 
state - Declaration of illegality of 
1970 coup 


The newly elected Constituent Assembly con- 
vened for the first time in Phnom Penh on June 
14. Under the terms of the October 1991 Paris 
peace accords [see p. 38511] the Assembly 
was charged with drafting a new constitution 
by September 1993. Once a new constitution 
had been drafted, the Assembly, which was 
only vested with interim authority, was ex- 
pected to transform itself into a National As- 
sembly and to select a permanent government. 


The vast majority of the new Funcinpec deputies 
were of peasant origin and a substantial number had 
served as soldiers or administrators in the Si- 
hanoukist rebel force during the civil war. The CPP 
deputies were largely drawn from among officials 
of relatively less powerful areas of the former SOC 
government structure, such as propaganda and edu- 
cation. The lack of real power brokers on the CPP 
benches (with the exception of such recognized 
public figures as Hun Sen, Chea Sim, Sar Kheng 
and Gen. Tea Banh) led some analysts to speculate 
that the party had deliberately chosen to shift its 
military and security power base underground. De- 
spite the Funcinpec election victory, the CPP re- 
mained by far the dominant force in Cambodia, 
controlling some 200,000 soldiers and 40,000 na- 
tional police. Funcinpec had an estimated 5,000 
troops under its control. 


At its first session the Assembly passed a 
resolution which vested “full and special pow- 
ers” in Prince Sihanouk “inherent in his ca- 
pacity and duties as head of state in order that 
he may save our nation”. The Assembly also 
passed a resolution formally declaring “null 
and void” the March 1970 coup [see pp. 
24025-31] in which Sihanouk had been over- 
thrown by rightists led by Lon Nol. 


At its first plenary session on June 30, Son Sann 
(Prime Minister in 1982-91 of the exile Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea), leader of 
the Buddhist Liberal Democratic Party, was elected 
as Assembly Chair with Chea Sim and Oeng Keat 
as first and second Vice-Chairs. The Assembly also 


Keesing’s Record of World Events 


established a permanent committee to organize the 
drafting of the new constitution. 


i Last article p. 39461; reference article pp. R63-65. 


VIETNAM 


CPV plenum - Opening of 
National Assembly session 


The central committee of the ruling Commu- 
nist Party of Vietnam (CPV) held its fifth 
plenum in Hanoi, the capital, on June 3-11. A 
resolution was adopted on “continued renova- 
tion and rural socio-economic development”. 
It was agreed to convene a “mid-term national 
party congress” in December 1993. 


The committee’s fourth plenum had been held in 
January 1993, the third in June 1992 and the second 
in November-December 1991 [see p. 38680]. 


The ninth National Assembly’s third session 
opened in Hanoi on June 16 [see p. 39239 for 
second session held in December 1992]. 


Relations with USA - MIA issues 


US senator John Kerry led a delegation (com- 
posed of congressmen and representatives of 
war veterans’ organizations) to Vietnam on 
May 31-June 1. He had headed a delegation 
which visited Vietnam in mid-May for talks 
on the search for the remains of US military 
personnel listed missing in action (MIA) dur- 
ing the Vietnam war. 

During his mid-May visit, Kerry delivered a letter 
to Vietnamese President Le Duc Anh from his US 
counterpart Bill Clinton. According to an Agence 
France-Presse report of May 17, Clinton’s letter 
informed Le Duc Anh that he would be “reason- 
able” about lifting the US economic embargo on 
Vietnam on condition that the Vietnamese govern- 


ment released all its documents relating to US . 


MIAs and prisoners of war (POWs). 


The Guardian of June 19, citing a US official, 
reported that the US National Security Council had 
recommended an end to US opposition to multilat- 
eral lending to Vietnam. If adopted, the reported 
recommendation would clear the way for a bridg- 
ing loan to allow Vietnam to repay some US$140 
million in arrears to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and thereby qualify for new loans. 


On June 8 the Vietnam MIA office returned the 


remains of 26 US MIAs to the US MIA office. The - 


remains had been collected during the recent 23rd 
joint Vietnam-USA MIA search. The 24th joint 
US-Vietnamese search began on June 24 and was 
scheduled to continued until July 20. 


Vietnamese, US and Laotian officials met in Hanoi 
on May 6-8 to assess progress in the search for 
MIAs along the Lao- Vietnamese border. The meet- 
ing was the third in a series of tripartite MIA talks. 


Visit by Prime Minister to Europe 


Prime Minister Vo Van Kiet made a tour of 
France, Germany, Belgium and the United 
Kingdom in late June and early July. 


Commenting on the tour, Nhan Dan (the CPV daily ; 


newspaper) of July 6 said that many western Euro- 
pean countries had renewed commitments or made 
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new commitments to aid Vietnamese economic 
reconstruction. 
Wl Last article p. 39461; reference article pp. R85-86. 


MALAYSIA 
Prime Minister's -visit to China 


Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed headed a 
large Malaysian delegation which visited 
China on June 14-22. Mahathir held talks with 
high-ranking Chinese officials, including Pre- 
mier Li Peng, President Jiang Zemin and 
Chair of the National People’s Congress Qiao 
Shi. At a press conference on June 22, Ma- 
hathir described the occasion as “the most 
successful of the many overseas delegations” 
which he had led. 

Mahathir’s visit resulted in the signing of some 30 
agreements on the establishment of joint ventures 
as well as other forms of co-operation. Radio Ma- 
laysia reported on June 21 that Malaysian business 
people accompanying Mahathir had secured con- 
tracts worth some US$568,000,000 with Chinese 
companies. - 
The two sides discussed a large number of bilate: 
and regional topics, including trade, human rights 
and China’s relations with the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN, of which Malaysia 
was a member). During his talks with Mahathir, Li 
Peng expressed support for the East Asian Eco- 
nomic Caucus programme proposed in January 
1992 by Malaysia as a means of promoting eco- 
nomic co-operation in the region [see p. 38729]. 
During the visit Najib Tun Razak, the Malaysian 
Defence Minister, proposed the establishment of a 
regional arms register in south-east Asia as a con- 
fidence-building measure. Najib said that he be- 
lieved that China did not pose a current threat to 
regional security, despite being portrayed as the 
West’s new “bogeyman” following the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

i Last articles pp- 39419-20; 39469; reference article p. 
R76. 


PHILIPPINES 


Resignation of Finance 
Secretary 


Ramon del Rosario resigned as Finance Sec- 
retary on June 2, a matter of hours after the 
congressional Commission on Appointments 
had refused to confirm his selection, despite a 
last-minute appeal from President Fidel 
Ramos; Finance Under-Secretary Emesto Le- 
ung was appointed as acting Secretary. Del 
Rosario had been appointed to the post in July 
1992 [see pp. 39006-07]. 

The Far Eastern Economic Review of June 17 
reported that the Commission had refused to con- 
firm del Rosario because of concerns over his busi- 
ness interests, particularly in the beer and cement 
industries. According to the report, the most impor- 
tant factor had been the opposition of the National 
People’s Coalition (NPC), which controlled six 
seats on the 24-member Commission. The NPC’s 


" . resistance to del Rosario was allegedly rooted in his 


past support for Andres Soriano during the latter’s 
battle with the NPC leader, Vice-President Joseph 
Estrada, for control of the San Miguel Corporation. 
The Commission also rejected (for a fourth time) 
Transportation and Communications Secretary Je- 
sus Garcia, who was subsequently re-appointed by 
Ramos and vowed to continue fighting for confir- 
mation . Two other secretaries, Franklin Drilon 
(Justice) and Rafael Alunan (Interior and Local 
Government), were both confirmed by the Com- 
mission. 

New Central Bank Governor 

Edgardo Zialcita, hitherto Deputy Governor 
of the Central Bank of the Philippines, was 
formally appointed as the new Governor on 
June 30. Zialcita replaced Jose Cuisia, whose 
resignation had been accepted by Ramos on 
June 3. 

Filing of new charges against Imelda 
Marcos 

New corruption charges were filed on June 21 
against Imelda Marcos, widow of ousted for- 
mer president Ferdinand Marcos [see also p. 
39055]. Prosecutors accused her of conspiring 
with five former officials to embezzle some 
US$3,600 million in public funds. 


Wl Last articles pp. 39420; 39469; reference article pp. 
R79-80. 


INDONESIA 


Establishment of national 
human rights commission 


On June 8 State Secretary Maj.-Gen. Moer- 
diono announced the establishment of a na- 
tional, independent and non-governmental 
human rights commission. The 25-member 
commission would be chaired by Ali Said, a 
former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 
A report on Radio Republic of Indonesia on June 8 
said that the commission had been established to 
promote a “more favourable human rights situation 
in Indonesia”. 

Purchase of British fighter jets 


British Aerospace (BAe) confirmed on June 
10 that it had won an order to supply 24 Hawk 
jet trainer fighters to the Indonesian air force 
[for Indonesian announcement of the order in 
October 1992 see pp. 39144-45]. The Indone- 
sian air force already operated 20 Hawks pur- 
chased from the United Kingdom in the 
1980s. 

Industry sources placed the value of the new order 
at some US$760,000,000. Western human rights 
organizations attacked the deal, claiming that the 
aircraft could be used by the air force against rebel 
insurgents in East Timor and Irian Jaya. 

Visit by Vietnamese Defence Minister 


Gen. Doan Khue, the Vietnamese Defence 
Minister, visited Indonesia on June 2-6 for 
talks with Indonesian military officials, in- 
cluding Gen. Edi Sudrajat, Minister of De- 
fence and Security and C.-in-C. of the 
Indonesian armed forces. 


39515 


News Digest for June 1993 


Defence co-operation with Australia 


A contingent of troops from Indonesia’s Spe- 
cial Forces took part in military training exer- 
cises in Perth, Western Australia, in early 
June. It was the first time Indonesian troops 
had taken part in such exercises on Australian 
soil since 1985. 


Wl Last article p. 39468; reference article pp. R69-71. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Bougainville fighting 


Radio Australia reported on June 9 that Pap- 
uan forces on the island of Bougainville had 
seized control of the port of Kieta from sepa- 
ratist guerrillas of the Bougainville Revolu- 
tionary Army (BRA). 

According to the government, the assault on Kieta 
met with resistance and three rebels were killed in 
the fighting. Rebel sources claimed that a Papuan 
soldier died in the attack. 

Radio Australia had reported on June 2 that the 
security forces had recently captured a leading 
BRA member, described as “an Australian-trained 
former Papua New Guinea defence force soldier”. 
Acquittal of former Prime Minister on 
bribery charges 

Radio Australia reported on June 8 that 
Rabbie Namaliu, Prime Minister in 1988-92, 
had been acquitted of charges of misappro- 
priation of state funds and bribery. Paul Pora, 
Finance Minister under Namaliu, was acquit- 
ted of similar charges. 


i Last articles pp- 39420-21; 39469; reference article pp. 
R93-94. 


AUSTRALIA 


Government proposals on 
Aboriginal land rights 


On June 3 the government unveiled details of 
a comprehensive legislative package on the 
issue of Aboriginal land rights, drawn up in 
response to the June 1992 landmark High 
Court decision (the so-called “Mabo deci- 
sion”) which, for the first time, had acknow- 
ledged that indigenous people had occupied 
Australia before European settlement and that 
they still had rights to the land under common 
law [see p. 38966]. 

Although the package included a provision which 
would validate land titles issued between 1975 and 
June 30, 1993, it was nevertheless attacked by 
mining, pastoral and timber industry repre- 
sentatives who argued that it posed a major threat 
to the country’s export base. For their part, officials 
of the Aboriginal land councils denounced the 
package, one describing it as a “slimy and useless 
piece of paper”. 

Agreement on Maralinga clean-up 


Foreign Minister Gareth Evans and Primary 
Industries Minister Simon Crean announced 
on June 18 that they had reached agreement 
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with United Kingdom officials over the terms 
for the clean-up of the Maralinga nuclear test 
site in South Australia. 

The ministers refused to disclose the terms of the 
settlement which required full Cabinet approval. 
However, Australia had reportedly been pressing 
the UK government to pay half the estimated 
A$100 million (about US$68,000,000) required to 
rehabilitate the Maralinga site. 

Further deregulation of banking 


On June 18 the government announced details 
of a package further to deregulate the banking 
industry. 

Among other things the package permitted the 
merger of regional, state and smaller national banks 
and the foreign ownership of all but the country’s 
major four banking institutions. It also permitted 
individual shareholders to take a maximum 15 per 
cent stake in banks, up from the previous 10 per 
cent ceiling. 

BB Last article pp. 39373-74; reference article pp. R87-88. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 
New Prime Minister 


Following the May 26 general election [see p. 
39468], the new National Parliament con- 
vened on June 18 to elect a Prime Minister. 
The contest was won by Francis Billy Hilly 
who received 24 votes to outgoing Prime Min- 
ister Solomon Mamaloni’s 23 votes. 

Hilly was supported by members of the National 
Coalition Partners, the opposition coalition formed 
after the elections in order to force from office 
Mamaloni and his Group for National Unity and 
Reconciliation. Hilly had not appointed a Cabinet 
as of early July. 


Extension of Governor-General’s term 


Radio Australia reported on June 2 that the 
term of office of Sir George Lepping, the 
Governor-General of the Solomon Islands, 
had been extended for a year; he had taken 
office in July 1988 for a term of up to five 
years, and was formally appointed in June 
1989. 


i Last article p. 39468; reference article pp. R94-95. 


FiJl 
Cabinet reshuffle 


The Prime Minister, Maj.-Gen. Sitiveni 
Rabuka, reshuffled his Cabinet on June 2. The 
July edition of Pacific Islands Monthly re- 
ported that he had “backed off” from carrying 
out a much-heralded overhaul of the entire 
Cabinet, and had announced instead a reshuf- 
fling of portfolios. The (Fijian) Daily Post 
reported that, as part of the reshuffle, Rabuka 
had required all of his ministers to sign loyalty 
pledges. 

The only casualties of the reshuffle were Iai Kuli 
(Information, Broadcasting, Television and Tele- 
communication), Mesulame Narawa (Energy and 
Rural Electrification) and two junior ministers, 


Etuate Tavai and Vincent Lobendahn. Veteran 
politician William Toganivalu was brought into the 
Cabinet as Minister of State with special responsi- 
bilities in the Prime Minister’s Office. Deputy 
Prime Minister Filipe Bole had External Trade 
added to his Foreign Affairs and Civil Aviation 
responsibilities. 

WH Last article pp- 38917-18; 39101; reference article pp. 
R89-90. 


REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Agreement on advisory Council 
for Security Co-operation 


A group of 10 Asian-Pacific countries agreed 
on June 9 to establish a new advisory regional 
body, the Council for Security Co-operation 
in the Asia-Pacific. 


The 10 member countries were: Australia, Canada, 
Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, the Phil- 
ippines, Singapore, Thailand and the United States. 
According to a report in the /nternational Herald 
Tribune of June 10, the new council would allow 
military and intelligence officials to meet in a pri- 
vate capacity with security specialists to draw up 
proposals on settling disputes and building confi- 
dence. The Council planned to expand to include 
China, Russia, Vietnam and other countries in the 
region. 

Wi Last article pp. 39468-69; reference article p. R86. 
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IN BRIEF 


BRUNEI: Prince Mohamed Bolkiah, the Foreign 
Minister, visited China on June 9-14 for talks with 
his Chinese counterpart, Qian Qichen, and other 
Chinese officials. Bolkiah’s visit was the first to 
China by a senior official from Brunei since the two 
countries established diplomatic relations in Sep- 
tember 1991 [see p. 38535]. ; 


LAOS: The Prime Minister of Thailand, Chuan 
Leekpai, visited Laos on June 4-6 for talks withhis _ 
Lao counterpart, Gen. Khamtay Siphandon. The 
two sides signed agreements on co-operation in 
electricity production and investment, and discus- 
sions also took place on border and communica- 
tions issues. 


SINGAPORE: Chiam See Tong resigned as sec- 
retary-general of the opposition Singapore Demo- 
cratic Party on June 18; analysts considered that his 
resignation was the result of a power struggle 
within the party. 


UZBEKISTAN: Shukrulla Mirsaidov, Chair of the 


Council of Ministers from March to November — 


1990 and Vice-President from November 1990 
when the post was created until its abolition in 
January 1992, was granted a presidential pardon on 
June 23 aftera court in Tashkent had sentenced him 
to three years’ imprisonment on charges of “abus- 
ing his position by misusing state resources”, Mir- 
saidov was ordered to pay back US$5,600,000, the 
amount of damage he was found to have caused the 
State. 


BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA 


Proposed three-way division 


As fighting continued during June with little 
clear outcome and despite a ceasefire agreed 
on June 15, a provisional agreement was 
reached in Geneva on a three-way division of 
Bosnia-Hercegovina into Muslim, Serb and 
Croat areas. This effectively ended any pros- 
pect of implementing the Vance-Owen peace 
proposals for the establishment of 10 autono- 
mous provinces (nine of them with a clear 
ethnic majority—see pp. 39277-78), which 
had hitherto been broadly accepted by the 
Muslim-led Bosnian government and by the 
Bosnian Croat side but not by the Bosnian 
Serbs [see pp. 39425-46]. 


Increase in UNPROFOR role 


The UN Security Council, in Resolution 836 
adopted on June 4 by 13 votes to none with 
two abstentions (Pakistan and Venezuela), 
agreed to allow the UN Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) to use force, including air power, 
in reply to attacks against the six “temporary” 
safe areas in Bosnia established under the 
joint action programme the previous month 
[see pp. 39469-70] or in reply to obstruction 
of humanitarian convoys. 


It was announced on June 7 that the Bosnian gov- 
ernment had agreed to co-operate with UNPRO- 
FOR acting on the basis of Resolution 836, but 
demanded (i) an extension of the size of the six safe 
areas; (ii) the establishment of corridors between 
them; and (iii) the withdrawal of surrounding Serb 
artillery. 


Following an appeal from Lord Owen, co-chair of 
the peace negotiations on the former Yugoslavia, 
Foreign Ministers of the 12 European Community 
(EC) member states agreed in Luxembourg on June 
8 the principle of an increase in the commitment of 
ground forces to protect the six safe areas. 


The next day the Foreign Ministers were joined by 
US Secretary of State Warren Christopher, who 
reiterated his government’s position that it would 
accept the Vance-Owen solution only if it was 
agreed by all three sides in the conflict, and would 
send ground troops only if viable agreement was 
reached [see page 39327]. 


NATO Foreign Ministers meeting in Athens on 
June 10 [see p. 39538] offered aircraft to defend 
UNPROFOR “in the performance of its overall 
mandate”, although there was some ambiguity as 
to whether or not this referred only to the six safe 
areas within Bosnia. [For US offer of ground troops 
to augment the UN monitoring force in Macedonia, 
see p. 39518.] 


The Security Council on June 18 unanimously ap. 
proved proposals submitted to it on June 14 by UN 
Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali for the 
deployment of a further 7,600 troops to ensure the 
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implementation of relevant Council resolutions, 
giving priority to the border between Bosnia and 
Yugoslavia; it further, by Resolution 844 adopted 
unanimously on June 22, formally authorized the 
reinforcement of UNPROFOR with respect to the 
safe areas. 


- The UNPROFOR mandate was extended for 


a further three months to Sept. 30 under Secu- 


rity Council Resolution 847 adopted unani- 


mously on June 30; at the same time it was 
agreed to reconsider, in the light of a report to 
be made by the Secretary-General in one 
month’s time and taking into account the 
Croatian government’s position, UNPRO- 
FOR’s mandate for Croatia. 


Lt.-Gen. Lars-Eric Wahlgren (of Sweden), UN- 
PROFOR Force Commander since March 3, was 
on July 1 succeeded by Gen. Jean Cot, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the First French Army and 
Military Governor of Strasbourg. 


Sessions of Geneva conference 


In the week leading up to the Geneva confer- 
ence meeting on June 16, intense consult- 
ations took place within Bosnia and 
elsewhere. 


Lord Owen and Thorvald Stoltenberg, co-chairs of 
the peace conference, held talks on June 9-11 with 
Serb President Slobodan Milosevic, Albanian 
President Sali Berisha and President Momir Bula- 
tovic of Montenegro (one of the two component 
republics of Yugoslavia), on June 11-12 with Croa- 
tian President Franjo Tudjman and also Bosnian 
Croat leader Mate Boban (president of the Croatian 
Community of Herceg-Bosna) and on June 13 (in 
Geneva) with Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic. 


At the Geneva conference held on June 16 


under the joint chairmanship of Owen and 
Stoltenberg and attended by Presidents Izet- 
begovic, Milosevic and Tudjman as well as by 
Bulatovic and by the Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic, the Serbian and Croatian 
Presidents announced an agreement on the 
establishment of a new Bosnia comprising 
three ethnically based states with a federai or 
confederal constitution. Izetbegovic, who left 
Geneva the same day in the light of the in- 
creasingly serious situation around Gorazde 
[see below], subsequently firmly rejected the 
plan which was, on the other hand, warmly 
welcomed by Karadzic. 


The new proposals, which would supersede the 
10-province Vance-Owen plan, would if imple- 
mented involve further de facto “ethnic cleansing” 
through large-scale movements of population into 
three states which would be ethnically largely ho- 
mogenous. Croatia offered the Muslim Bosnians 
(whose state would be confined to north-central 
Bosnia and the north-western Bihac enclave) an 
outlet to the Adriatic at Ploce, between Dubrovnik 
and Split. 

Talks on the implementation of the draft agreement 
were held in Montenegro on June 20 between 
Karadzic and Boban (the Bosnian Serb and Croat 
leaders respectively). 

Following discussions in Copenhagen on June 20 
between Lord Owen and EC Foreign Ministers, the 


> European Council at its June 21-22 meeting there 


[see also pp. 39524-25] issued a declaration on 
Bosnia in the light of the new situation. Izetbegovic 
was present in Copenhagen on the first day of the 
meeting. 

The European Council’s declaration expressed full 
confidence in Owen and Stoltenberg; agreed not to 
accept a territorial solution dictated by Serbs and 
Croats at the expense of the Bosnian Muslims; 
reaffirmed the conviction that a negotiated settle- 
ment had to be based on the principles of the 
London Conference on the former Yugoslavia [see 
p. 39036], as reflected in the Vance-Owen peace 
plan; supported the call of the Bosnian government 
for an immediate ceasefire; called for speedy im- 
plementation of UN Security Council resolutions 
on safe areas; and decided to respond positively to 
the UN Secretary-General’s request for men and 
money. However, it also rejected an appeal by 
Izetbegovic that Bosnia should be exempted from 
the UN arms embargo imposed on the former Yu- 
goslavia under Resolution 713 (1991) [see p. 38422 
and below]. 


Immediately following his visit to Copenhagen, 
Izetbegovic attended a consultative meeting of the 
nine-member collective Bosnian Presidency in the 
Croatian capital Zagreb on June 21-22, when it was 
understood that he came under strong criticism— 
notably from Fikret Abdic, a Muslim whose sup- 
port lay especially in the area of Bihac—for his 
alleged domination of the Bosnian leadership and 
inflexibility in the new circumstances. The Presi- 
dency agreed that it should be represented at the 
forthcoming further Geneva conference session, 
but that the delegation should be led by Franjo 
Boras (an ethnic Croat) and should include neither 
Izetbegovic nor Vice-President Ejup Ganic. 


The June 23 Geneva session was presented by 
Milosevic and Tudjman with proposals for the 
three-way division of Bosnia, although territorial 
details were not at that stage officially made public; 
these were endorsed by Karadzic (who reiterated 
that if the Muslim side did not accept the new plan 
it would be faced with a straight partition between 
Serbs and Croats) and also by Boban. 


Bosnian Serb and Croat representatives on June 
28-29 drew up proposals in Geneva for transitional 
arrangements, while at a special meeting of the 
entire Bosnian Presidency in Sarajevo on June 29 
it was agreed that three members of the Presidency, 
including Ganic, should draw up draft constitu- 
tional proposals for Bosnia. 


In the course of June Izetbegovic undertook 
an extensive series of visits to European capi- 
tals, including Paris, London, Vienna (where 
the UN World Conference on Human Rights 
was being held—see pp. 39537-38), Madrid 
and Ankara as well as Copenhagen. 


Failure of US attempt to lift arms 
embargo on Bosnia 


The Security Council on June 29 failed to 
approve a draft resolution on exemption of 
Bosnia from the UN arms embargo [see also 
above]. 


Although six countries voted for this resolution 
(Cape Verde, Djibouti, Morocco, Pakistan, the 
USA and Venezuela) and the other nine abstained, 
it did not receive the necessary nine votes in favour 
for it to be adopted. 
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Boutros-Ghali had spoken out against sucha partial 
lifting of the embargo as being likely to put the 
UN’s peacekeeping operation in an untenable po- 
sition and to jeopardize the UN’s humanitarian 
effort. The Bosnian side had consistently argued 
urgently in favour. The resolution had been 
strongly supported by the USA (whose House of 
Representatives foreign affairs committee had on 
June 8 approved such a policy), but the EC Copen- 
hagen summit had refused to countenance such a 
course. 


The course of fighting 


During June intense fighting continued espe- 
cially around Gorazde, the “safe area” south- 
east of Sarajevo which was beset by Serb 
forces but where no final action had been 
taken by the end of the month; around Travnik 
in central Bosnia; and around Mostar in the 
south. 


Despite a ceasefire said to have been agreed on June 
5 between the Bosnian army and the Bosnian Croat 
Defence Force (HVO) around Travnik, Croat sol- 
diers and civilians were reported on June 7-8 to be 
fleeing to Serb-controlled areas as large-scale casu- 
alties were inflicted by a fierce Muslim advance. 
An overall agreement was signed by the Muslim, 
Croat and Serb military leaderships on June 15 and 
entered into effect on June 18, but fighting never- 
theless continued on most fronts. On June 26 Serb 
and Croat forces launched a joint attack on a num- 
ber of towns in central Bosnia, where Muslim 
forces came under severe pressure in particular at 
Maglaj, Konjic, Zepce and Zavidovici. 

In two incidents involving heavy civilian Muslim 
casualties, (i) 11 people were killed and a large 
number injured when two mortar shells fell on a 
football stadium in Sarajevo on June 1—the Bos- 
nian Serb army denying responsibility and claim- 
ing that the shells had been fired by Muslim forces; 
and (ii) some 50 Bosnian Muslim patients and staff 
were reported to have been killed at a hospital in 
Gorazde as a result of an artillery attack on June 13. 


At the end of May and in the course of June a 
number of members of the UN forces were 
reported killed in Bosnia, together with cer- 
tain civilian relief workers and journalists. 
The close nature of the fighting between the 
different sides in the conflict made it difficult 
to determine in most cases those responsible. 


These deaths included those of (i) three Italian 
relief workers whose convoy was ambushed some 
50 km west of Sarajevo on May 27; (ii) two Danish 
drivers of a UN convoy near Maglaj on June 1; (iii) 
a Belgian cameraman between Mostar and 
Jablanica on June 2; (iv) an Iranian diplomat and 
an Iranian relief worker near Zenica on June 9; (v) 
a Spanish army officer near Mostar on June 11; (vi) 
four Sudanese relief workers on June 12; (vii) a 
Canadian UNPROFOR member at Visoko (near 
Sarajevo) on June 18; and (viii) a Turkish reporter 
in Sarajevo on June 27. Also killed was a crew 
inember of an Italian fishing boat in the Adriatic 
which was fired on by a Yugoslavian patrol boat on 
June 2. 


In an encounter near Novi Travnik on June 11 
two HVO militiamen were shot dead by Brit- 
ish troops as the Muslim relief convoy, which 
the latter were escorting to Tuzla, came under 
repeated Croat attack; these were the first such 
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killings by UNPROFOR soldiers to be re- 
ported. 
Appointments 


In order to ensure greater co-operation be- 
tween the police and security forces and the 
army, the Bosnian Presidency on June 8 (i) 
named Bakir Alispahic as Interior Minister in 
place of Jusuf Pusina (who became a special 
adviser to the Presidency on internal affairs); 
and (ii) appointed Gen. Rasim Delic to the 
new post of Commander of the General Staff 
of the Supreme Command of the Bosnia-Her- 
cegovina army, although Gen. Sefer Halilovic 
remained Chief of General Staff. 


Wi Last article pp- 39469-71; reference article pp. R101-02. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Removal of Cosic 


In what was generally perceived as a consoli- 
dation of power by President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia, motions were passed on 
June 1 in the two chambers of the Federal 
Assembly to remove from office Dobrica 
Cosic, who had been President of the Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) since June 
1992 [see p. 38970]. 


The debate was initiated by the ultra-nationalist 
Serbian Radical Party (SRS, led by Vojislav Seselj) 
supported by Misolevic’s Socialist Party of Serbia 
(SPS). The voting was 75 to 34 with 10 invalid 
ballots in the Chamber of Citizens and 22 to 10 with 
four blank ballots in the Chamber of Republics. 


Cosic was found to have exceeded his constitu- 
tional powers, in particular by delaying the appoint- 
ment of a Prime Minister [see pp. 39240; 39327] 
and of federal judges, and by conducting foreign 
policy (notably in respect of relations with Croatia) 
without the consent of parliament. The vote fol- 
lowed a meeting on May 27 between Cosic and 
army leaders on the country’s constitutional future. 


The Speaker of the Chamber of Republics, 
Milos Radulovic, temporarily assumed the 
functions of President until June 25, when 
Zoran Lilic was elected President by the Fed- 
eral Assembly and sworn in on the same day. 


Lilic, Speaker of the Serbian Assembly since Janu- 
ary 1993, was proposed by the SPS and was sec- 
onded by the SRS and the Democratic Party of 
Socialists of Montenegro (the SPS announcing on 
June 30 that it was to integrate and unite with the 
latter party). Lilic defeated three other candidates, 
winning 92 votes to 11 with five invalid ballots in 
the Chamber of Citizens and 34 votes out of 37 
deputies present in the Chamber of Republics with 
no votes against. 

Lilic was succeeded as Speaker of the Serbian 
Assembly by Zoran Arandjelovic, hitherto a Ser- 
bian Deputy Prime Minister, who was elected on 
June 29 by 197 votes to five with 37 abstentions. 


Previously, early on June 18, the Serbian As- 
sembly had rejected by 159 votes to 41 a 
motion of no confidence which claimed that 
the government of Nikola Sainovic had failed 
to meet the promises which it had made upon 


appointment in February [see pp. 39279; 
39328]. 


Protest demonstrations - Arrest of Draskovic 


The ousting of Cosic gave rise to demonstra- 
tions in Belgrade, and early the next day (June 
2) Vuk Draskovic, leader of the main opposi- 
tion Serbian Renewal Movement (SPO), was 
arrested following a fracas within the parlia- 
ment building and amidst ugly scenes outside, 
in the course of which one policeman was 
killed. 

Draskovic and his wife Danica were allegedly in- 
jured at the hands of the police, and his health was 
subsequently reported to have deteriorated. Despite 
appeals from foreign leaders for his release (includ- 
ing calls by President Francois Mitterrand of 
France, Greek Prime Minister Constantine 
Mitsotakis and, subsequently, United Kingdom 
Prime Minister John Major, as well as by the US 
State Department and the European Communities), 
Draskovic and his wife continued to be held under 
suspicion of seeking to overtum the constitutional 
order. 


On June 30 Draskovic was charged with assaulting 
an official of the Serbian Ministry of Internal Af- 
fairs and, together with his wife, of belonging to a 
group which performed violent acts. 


Budget - Devaluation of dinar 


On June 25 the Federal Assembly approved a 
budget for 1993 amounting to 1,277,756,000 
million dinars (the government having the 
previous day reduced the total by 50,000,000 
million dinars from the original draft publish- 
ed on June 15); 76.6 per cent of the total would 
be for defence. 


On June 16 a new rate for the dinar had been 
set of 1,100,000 to the US dollar and 700,000 
to the German deutschmark [for April devalu- 
ation see p. 39427]. 


Inflation between May and June amounted to 366.7 
per cent. The Yugoslav economy continued to be 
severely affected by UN sanctions imposed at the 
end of May 1992 [see p. 38918], which had been 
intensified through a joint Westem European Un- 
ion and Romanian enforcement operation on the 
Danube. The first full year of sanctions was offi- 
cially stated to have cost Yugoslavia about 
US$20,000 million as well as causing economic 
damage to neighbouring countries of US$35,000 
million, and gross domestic product had fallen by 
about US$12,000 million. 


Kosovo 


In Kosovo-Metohija—the nominally autono- 
mous province within Serbia, whose popula- 
tion was about 90 per cent ethnic Albanian—a 
group of more than 20 writers and journalists 
staged a hunger strike from May 24 to June 3 
in protest against censorship and against re- 
strictions on Albanian-language publishing. 


The protesters, led by Adem Demaci (winner of the 
European Parliament’s 1991 Sakharov Prize), ob- 
jected in particular to the authorities’ imposition of 
new controls over Rilindja, hitherto the only Al- 
banian-language press and publishing house in the 
province, which was now being incorporated into 
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a single Serbian-Albanian-Turkish enterprise, 
Panorama. 


I Last article p. 39471; reference article pp. R128-30. 


CROATIA 


Referendum in Krajina - 
Renewal of Geneva peace talks © 


A referendum was held on June 19-20 in the 
self-proclaimed “Republic of Serbian 
Krajina” (RSK—the predominantly Serb- 
populated enclave within Croatia), on the uni- 
fication of a sovereign RSK with the 
neighbouring “Serbian Republic of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina” and with “other Serbian lands” 
which so wished, and the establishment of a 
unitary Serb state. [For referendum among 
Bosnian Serbs in May on the establishment of 
their own state, free to establish relations with 
other states, see p. 39470.] 


The decision that such a referendum should be held 
had been taken at a session of the RSK Assembly 
in Petrinja on June 5. The referendum had on June 
16 been rejected in advance by the Croatian Con- 
stitutional Court as null and void. 


As officially ratified on June 23, a total of 297,425 
votes were cast in favour of unification and 2,341 
against, with 1,826 ballot papers being invalid, in 
a 95 per cent tumout of the registered electorate. 
Votes by RSK citizens living in Yugoslavia or 
elsewhere abroad were at that stage still being 
counted but were officially stated to show an over- 
whelming majority in favour. However, although 
the RSK had initially proposed unification, on June 
28 this was delayed for further consideration. 


Opening of Croatia-RSK talks 


Talks opened in Geneva on June 22 between 
representatives of Croatia and of the RSK, led 
for Croatia by Slavko Degoricija and Zvonko - 
Lerotic and for the RSK by “Foreign Minis- 
ter” Slobodan Jarcevic and under the media- 
tion of the two co-chairmen of the conference 
on the former Yugoslavia, Lord Owen and 
Thorvald Stoltenberg. 


Resumption of trial of HSP leaders 


The trial resumed on June 1 of four leaders of 
the extreme right-wing Croatian Party of 
Rights (HSP)—Dobroslav Paraga, Ante. 
Djapic, Mile Dedakovic and Ante Prkacin— 
on charges of terrorism and inciting forcible 
changes to the constitutional order of the re- 
public of Croatia. 


The trial had been suspended on April 13 in the 
light of Paraga’s absence in the USA as s the guest 
of members of the US Congress. 


Continued fighting 

During June fighting between Croatian and 
RSK Serb forces intensified, particularly in 
the south from June 9, while on June 14-15 ,, 
Biograd and Zadar on the Dalmatian coast. 
came under heavy Serb shelling. 


WB Last article pp. 39471-72; reference article pp. R103-04. 
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MACEDONIA 
Visit by Milosevic 


Talks in Ohrid on May 31 between President 
Kiro Gligorov and President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia (one of the component 
republics of the Federal Republic of Yugosla- 
via) reportedly covered the possible station- 
ing of US troops on the border with Serbia; 
the substantive name for the country; and the 
sanctions imposed on Yugoslavia since May 
1992. 

Proposal for stationing of US troops 
US Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
announced at the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization (NATO) Foreign Ministers’ meet- 
ing in Athens on June 10 [see p. 39538] a firm 
US offer to send 300 troops to Macedonia to 
supplement the 700-strong multinational UN 
force already there [see p. 39240]; this repre- 
sented the first US commitment of ground 
troops in the territory of the former Yugosla- 
via. 


Macedonia on the same day accepted this proposal 
(although doubts as to the need for sucha step were 
voiced on June 12 by Gen. Siermark Thomsen, the 
Danish commander of UN forces in Macedonia), 
and the deployment of additional personnel was 
authorized by the UN Security Council under Reso- 
lution 842 adopted unanimously on June 18. A 
small advance team arrived in Macedonia on June 
24. 


Controversy over name. 


The country’s name had been the subject of 
intense disagreement with Greece, and the 
terminology “Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia” had been used when Macedonia 
was admitted to the UN in April [see pp. 
39442; 39472]. 


It was reported on June 3 that Gligorov did not 
accept a proposal by Milosevic that the title 
“Slavomacedonia” should be adopted; although 
this name was favoured also by Greece, it was 
opposed by Macedonia’s non-Slav (especially Al- 
banian) minorities. On the night of May 30-31 the 
chair of the Macedonian Assembly, Stojan Andov, 
stated on television that “Republic of Macedonia 
(Skopje)” was acceptable. The name “Nova Mace- 
donia” was said to have been previously proposed 
to UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali 
by the then co-chairs of the Yugoslav peace con- 
ference, Lord Owen and Cyrus Vance. 


Under Resolution 845 adopted unanimously on 
June 18, the UN Security Council called on Mace- 
donia and Greece to reach a settlement of their 
differences by the end of September. 


Wi Last article p. 39472; reference article p. R116. 


ALBANIA 


Confrontation with Greece 
over deportations 


The deportation of a Greek cleric in the south- 
_-ern Albanian town of Gjirokastér soured rela- 


tions between Greece and Albania. According 
to the Independent of June 29, Archimandrite 
Chrystostomos Maidhonis was accused of 
“trying to Hellenize southern Albania”. The 
Greek authorities responded by deporting 
12,600 illegal Albanian immigrants between 
June 28 and 29 to Albania; Greece had an 
estimated 100-200,000 Albanian migrants on 
its territory. Greek Prime Minister Constan- 
tine Mitsotakis claimed on June 30 that Alba- 
nia was “continually creating unjustified 
provocations”. 

Reuters reported that on June 30 about 300 ethnic 
Greeks clashed with Albanian police near Gji- 
rokastér. The Greeks were rallying in support of 
Archimandrite Chrystostomos, defying a police 
ban on such demonstrations. 


Wi Last article p. 39472; reference article p. R98. 


BULGARIA 


Anti-Zhelev protests - 
Resignation of Vice-President 


The opposition Union of Democratic Forces 
(UDF) organized a series of protests and dem- 
onstrations throughout June aimed at forcing 
the resignation of President Zhelyu Zhelev. 
Although Zhelev was himself a former lead- 
ing member of the UDF coalition grouping, 
the protesters accused him of having forged 
an informal political alliance with the Bulgar- 
ian Socialist Party (BSP) and other former 
communists. Zhelev and Prime Minister 
Lyuben Berov denounced the protesters and 
accused the UDF of attempting to destabilize 
the state. 


In addition to daily anti-Zhelev demonstrations in 
the capital, Sofia, and other cities, UDF supporters 
also established a “tent city” outside the presiden- 
tial offices. Edvin Sugarev, a UDF deputy, pro- 
vided a focus for the protests by carrying out a 
hunger strike from June 7 until June 27 to press for 
Zhelev’s resignation. 


Blaga Dimitrova tendered her resignation as 
Vice-President to the Constitutional Court on 
June 30. 


Observers considered that Dimitrova had effec- 
tively sided with the UDF in mid-June when she 
issued a call for fresh elections to restore public 
confidence in the government and in state institu- 
tions. She had been elected Vice-President as the 
running-mate of President Zhelev in January 1992 
[see p. 38734]. 


Reshuffle of Council of Ministers 


On June 23 Berov received National Assem- 
bly approval (by 126 votes for to 84 against) 
to reshuffle his so-called “government of ex- 
perts” [see p. 39241 for appointment of Coun- 
cil of Ministers in December 1992]. 


Stanislav Daskalov took over as Foreign Minister 
from Berov, not from Slavi Pashovski, whose ap- 
pointment as Foreign Minister had been announced 
in early January 1993 [as reported on p. 39281], but 
who had in fact refused on Jan. 18 toaccept the post. 
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Reshuffled Bulgarian Council of 
Ministers 
+Lyuben Berov Prime Minister 
Valentin Karabashev Deputy Prime 
Minister; Trade 
Evgeni Matinchev Deputy Prime Minister; 
Labour and Social Welfare 
+Neycho Neev Deputy Prime Minister 
*Stanislav Daskalov Foreign Affairs 
*Kiril Naydenov Transport 
Georgi Taney Agriculture 
Valentin Bosevski Environment 
Stoyan Aleksandrov Finance 
Dancho Gogulov Health 
Valentin Aleksandrov Defence 
Col. Viktor Mikhaylov Interior 
*Petur Kornazhey Justice 
Rumen Bikov Industry 
Khristo Totev Territorial Development and 
Construction 
*+Marin Todorov Education and Science# 
*Ivaylo Znepolski Culture# 
*New appointment. 
+ Altered responsibilities. 
#Newly created portfolio. 


The UDF attacked the new appointments, claiming 
that they amounted to little more than an effort to 
put the government back under communist control. 
However, the (ethnic Turkish) Movement for 
Rights and Freedoms (MRF), which backed the 
government, praised the changes, claiming that 
they would enable the Berov government to stay in 
power for at least another year. 

New political grouping 


A group of reformist BSP members and other 
left-wing figures and intellectuals formed a 
new political grouping, the Civic Alliance for 
the Republic (CAR), in early June. 

At the CAR’s inaugural meeting on June 1, Alek- 
sandar Tomov, a prominent BSP deputy and former 
deputy premier, and Slavyan Saparev, a former 
UDF deputy, were elected as co-chairs. 

Trial of labour camp officials 


On June 8 the trial opened of former Deputy 
Interior Minister Mircho Spasov and three 
prison officers charged with being directly 
responsible for the death of at least 14 inmates 
in the Lovech and Skravena labour camps 
between 1959 and 1962. 


Nuclear safety grant 


The Guardian of June 19 reported that Bul- 
garia was to receive an ECU 24,000,000 grant 
from the Nuclear Safety Account (NSA). 
The project was the first to be financed by the NSA 
which had been established in 1992 at the request 
of the Group of Seven industrialized countries [see 
p. 38990]. The NSA budget of some ECU 115 
million was administered by the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 


Visit by German Chancellor 
German Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl vis- 
ited Bulgaria on June 10-11 for talks with 


Zhelev, Berov and other leaders. After discus- 
sions mainly covering bilateral and European 
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economic relations, agreements on air traffic 
and environment were signed. 
Wi Last article p. 39472; reference article p. R102. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Constitutional Court 


Legislation establishing a Constitutional 
Court was approved on June 17 by the Cham- 
ber of Deputies and signed by President 
Vaclav Havel the same day, to come into 
effect on July 1. 

The court would be based in Brno and comprise 15 
judges appointed for a 10-year term. They would 
be nominated by the President with the consent of 
the Senate (upper house of parliament, which had 
yet to be constituted). If the latter had neither ap- 
proved nor rejected the nominations within 60 days 
the judges were to be deemed accepted. 


The law also defined treason by the president, 
as acts “aimed against the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the state as well as 
against its democratic order”. 


New Health Minister 


On June 22 Petr Lom of the Civic Democratic 
Party (ODS) was replaced as Health Minister 
by Ludek Rubas (also ODS), after criticism of 
Lom’s allegedly slow handling of privatiza- 
tion of health services. 

Party political changes 


On June 19 the recently renamed Liberal Na- 
tional Social Party (Liberalni strana narodne 
socialni—LSNS), formerly the Czechoslovak 
Socialist Party (CSS), left the Liberal Social 
Union, which thus comprised only the Agrar- 
ian Party (ZS) and the Green Party (SZ). 

The LSNS name had been adopted on May 29, 
three days after the election of Pavel Hirs as party 
chair. 

Miroslav Grebenicek was elected on June 27 as 
chair of the Communist Party of Bohemia and 
Moravia (KSCM). Grebenicek, a conservative, 
succeeded the reformist Jiri Svoboda, who had 
become increasingly isolated within the party [see 
p. 39376] and had announced his resignation from 
his posts and from the party two days before the 
congress. 

Tightening of visa requirements 


On June 23 it was announced that citizens 
from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Tajikis- 
tan, Bosnia-Hercegovina and Yugoslavia 
would require visas to enter the Czech Repub- 
lic from July 1, the date on which tighter 
asylum laws came into force in Germany [see 
p. 39478]. 


Wi Last article pp. 39472-73; reference article pp- R104-05. 


SLOVAKIA 
Resignation of Ministers 


Lubomir Dolgos, the Minister of Administra- 
tion and Privatization of National Property, 
resigned from the government on June 15, to 


be followed on June 18 by Education and 
Sciences Minister Matus Kucera. ; 
Both had suffered a vote of no confidence from the 
leadership of the governing Movement fora Demo- 
cratic Slovakia (HZDS) on June 12. President 
Michal Kovac on June 22 appointed Prime Minister 
Vladimir Meciar as acting Privatization Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister Roman Kovac as acting 
Education Minister. It was reported that the ap- 
pointment of substantive ministers for these port- 
folios would await the outcome of talks on forming 
a government coalition between the HZDS and the 
opposition Slovak National Party. 

Dolgos announced on June 23 that he had resigned 
from his post of deputy chair of the HZDS and from 
the movement itself. 

Formation of Alliance of Democrats 


Milan Knazko, who had been dismissed as 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
in March and subsequently left the HZDS [see 
pp. 39376-77], forming a caucus of inde- 
pendent deputies with seven other HZDS 
deputies in the Slovak parliament [see pp. 
39428-29], on May 24 applied to register a 
new party, the Alliance of Democrats. Knazko 
said that the party would have a right-of-cen- 
tre, liberal orientation. 

Defence agreements with Poland and 
Germany - Foreign visits 


Polish Defence Minister Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz on June 9 concluded a visit to 
Slovakia by signing a defence do-operation 
agreement with Slovak Defence Minister 
Imrich Andrejcak. 


During the visit talks were also held on setting up 
a joint training camp for Polish and Slovak military 
personnel who were to serve in UN peacekeeping 
forces and on co-operation in the arms industry. 


Andrejcak and his German counterpart 
Volker Riihe agreed in Bonn on June 15 to 
intensify military co-operation between 
Slovakia and Germany. 


Meciar paid an official visit to Romania on 
June 24-25, while Kovac visited Italy on June 
7-9 and Ukraine on June 29-30. 

Meciar’s talks with Ion Iliescu, the Romanian 
President, and with Romanian Prime Minister 
Nicolae Vacaroiu, included the issue of the Hun- 
garian minorities in both Slovakia and Romania. 
Kovac and Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk 
signed an agreement on friendship and co-opera- 
tion which specified that neither country had any 
territorial claims against the other. 

@ Last article pp. 39428-29; Czechoslovakia reference 
article pp. R104-05. 


POLAND 


Formation of BBWR 
"Non-party Bloc” by Walesa 


On June 15 President Lech Walesa confirmed 
that he was setting up a presidential Non-party 
Bloc for the Support of the Reforms 
(Bezpartyjny Blok Wspierania Reform— 
BBWR) to field candidates for both houses of 
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the National Assembly. Elections had been 
called for Sept. 19 following the fall of the 
government of Hanna Suchocka in May [see 
p. 39473]. 


The BBWR carried the same initials as the Non- 

Party Bloc for Co-operation with the Government 

which had been formed in 1928 by supporters of 

Marshal Jozef Pilsudski, who fought for and won 

the recreation of an independent Polish state in 
1918 and who presided over nine years of personal 

authoritarian rule after a military coup in 1926. 


Walesa on June 18 described his BBWR as “an 
offer to all those who have not lost faith in the sense 
of political reforms”. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, leader 
of the Democratic Union (UD) and Prime Minister 
in 1989-90, described it on June 27, however, as 
“not altogether non-party” and as introducing 
“chaos into the democratic system”. 

The BBWR suffered a setback on June 26 when a 
congress of the Solidarity trade union decided to 
field candidates independently of the BBWR. The 
union had only reluctantly suspended “for the time 
being” a threatened general strike after talks with 
Walesa on June 9 [ibid. for industrial action in 
May]. 

Other party developments 


Other parties also sought alliances in view of 
the new electoral law which was expected to 
reduce significantly the number of parties rep- 
resented in parliament [see pp. 39429; 39473]. 
On June 20 the Christian National Union (ZChN) 
and Peasant Alliance (PL), both of which had been 
members of Suchocka’s coalition, established a 
right-wing Christian Peasant National Election 
Coalition (CLNKW). : 
Also on June 20 the formation was reported of a 
centre-right Polish Union (PZ), including members 
of the Centre Alliance (PC) of Jaroslav Kaczynski 
and the Movement for the Republic (RdR) of for- 
mer Prime Minister Jan Olszewski. 


Suchocka’s UD and the Liberal Democratic Con-- 
gress (KLD) decided on June 24 to field a joint list 
in the elections to the Senate, but to field candidates 
separately in elections to the Sejm (lower house of 
parliament). 

Privatization legislation 


Privatization legislation approved by the Sejm 
in April [see p. 39429] came into effect on 
June 14, two weeks after its official publica- 
tion [not on June 1 as given on p. 39473]. 


Concordat with Vatican 


On June 1 the Council of Ministers approved 
a concordat with the Vatican regulating rela- 
tions with the Vatican and those between 
Church and state in Poland. Once signed by 
the Foreign Minister the concordat required 
parliamentary approval and presidential sig- 
nature. 


Under the agreement, which presupposed both par- 
ties’ mutual independence and autonomy, the state 
recognized religious marriages as legal and ac- 
cepted the teaching of religion in schools according , 
to programmes prepared by the Church. A commis~’ 
sion would be established to regulate the church’s 
financial status under the new economic system. 


W@ Last article p. 39473; reference article pp. R118-19. 
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HUNGARY 
MDF split 


During June growing tensions within the Hun- 
garian Democratic Forum (MDF), the largest 
party in the ruling conservative coalition, re- 
sulted in an open split involving the populist 
nationalist Istvan Csurka. 
Csurka, a playwright and MDF founder member, 
had in November 1992 formed a mass movement 
known as the Hungarian Way, after publishing an 
openly anti-semitic article in August 1992 [see pp. 
39105; 39281]. In January 1993 he unsuccessfully 
challenged the MDF leadership of Prime Minister 
Jozsef Antall but remained on the party presidium 
[see p. 39281], and in May he opposed the co-op- 
eration treaty with Ukraine [see p. 39484]. 
On June 1 the MDF parliamentary group expelled 
six parliamentary deputies, two from its liberal 
wing and four, including Csurka, from its national- 
ist populist wing. Five days later the MDF national 
steering committee voted to recommend that the 
party’s ethics committee expel the four nationalist 
MDF deputies from the party. 


On June 21 Csurka formed the Hungarian Justice 

Party (MIP) with four other deputies. A further six 

deputies later joined the MIP, which said that it 

would not support the government in the debate on 

a supplementary budget introduced on June 15. On 

June 22 Csurka and another deputy were formally 

expelled from the MDF. 

On June 11 one MDF deputy was reported to have 

defected to the Federation of Young Democrats 

(FIDESz). 

-. Relations with Russia 

:On June 23, during a visit to Russia by President 
Arpad Goéncz, an agreement was signed under 
which Hungary would acquire 28 Russian MiG-29 
fighter jets, inretum for the cancellation of US$800 
million of the $1,700 million in Soviet debt con- 
tracted with Hungary in 1989-91. The agreement 
had been under discussion at the time of President 
Boris Yeltsin’s visit to Hungary in November 1992 
[see p. 39200]. 
Wl Last articles pp. 39429; 39484; reference article pp. 
R111-12. 


CIS 

Abolition of joint military command 
A meeting of Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) defence ministers on June 15 
agreed that the CIS joint military command be 
abolished, and that efforts to hold together a 
unified defence structure for the CIS would be 
abandoned. The existing CIS command 
would be replaced by the “joint staff for co- 
ordinating military co-operation between the 
states of the Commonwealth”. 

Col.-Gen. Victor Samsonov was appointed chief of 
joint staff on a provisional basis, to be confirmed 
by heads of state, and would serve until the end of 
the year. 

Marshal Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, who under the 
joint command structure had been Commander in 


> Chief of the CIS armed forces, was transferred on 


June 11 to the post of Secretary of the Russian 
Security Council, replacing Yury Skokov [for 
whose dismissal see p. 39474], in anticipation of 
the summit decision. 


There were reports that Russia had encouraged the 
decision to abolish the joint command. The admini- 
stration of President Boris Yeltsin baulked at the 
projected cost of a CIS joint military structure, 
while the Russian military increasingly favoured 
bilateral military agreements with Russia’s neigh- 
bours. 


@ Last article pp. 39473-74; reference article p. R130. 


RUSSIA 
Constitutional conference 


The constitutional conference convened by 
President Boris Yeltsin [see pp. 39474-75] 
opened in the Kremlin in Moscow on June 5. 
The sole agenda item to be discussed by 700 
invited delegates was the 133-article “presi- 
dential draft” of Russia’s new constitution, 
first unveiled by Yeltsin in April. 


In his opening address Yeltsin reaffirmed his belief 
that the April referendum result had demonstrated 
that the Russian people wanted a new constitution. 
The current constitution, and in particular the sys- 
tem of soviets which it enshrined, was incompatible 
with a democratic society, he said, and could not be 
reformed. He called for the new constitution to be 
based on his draft, but did not rule out including 
parts of the rival draft produced by the constitu- 
tional commission of the Supreme Soviet, particu- 
larly those parts relating to human rights, which he 
acknowledged to be better. He said that the confer- 
ence should decide how the constitution was to be 
adopted, but did not reject out of hand a role for the 
Congress of People’s Deputies. 


Despite predictions by some commentators that the 
conference would be carefully scripted and stage- 
managed, there was uproar during the first day’s 
proceedings after Ruslan Khasbulatov, Supreme 
Soviet Chairman and Yeltsin’s main opponent, was 
prevented from speaking. He was refused permis- 
sion by Yeltsin to reply from the podium to the 
opening address, on the grounds that he was not 
scheduled to speak, and Yeltsin loyalists jeered and 
slow-hand-clapped Khasbulatov when he tried to 
speak from the floor. Khasbulatov then stormed out 
of the conference hall, followed by around 50 other 
delegates. Another delegate, Yury Slobodkin, was 
forcibly ejected by security guards who carried him 
bodily from the hall. 


Khasbulatov and other delegates who had walked 
out met shortly afterwards at the White House, the 
parliament building, to formulate a response. They 
issued a statement accusing Yeltsin of trying “to 
resurrect the dictatorship of a single personality 
with unlimited powers”, and announced to journal- 
ists that they would return to the conference on 
three conditions: (i) that there would be free discus- 
sion in full plenary sessions rather than in the 
planned five working groups (representatives of 
federal bodies; republican and regional authorities; 
local councils; political parties, trade unions and 
other social organizations; and the business com- 
munity) each headed by a loyal Yeltsin appointee; 
(ii) that Khasbulatov and Oleg Rumyantsev, execu- 
tive secretary of the constitutional commission, be 
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allowed to speak; and (iii) that the Congress of 
People’s Deputies be allowed to debate the confer- 
ence’s recommendations. 


On June 7 two of the most prominent participants 
in the walk-out, Rumyantsev and Constitutional 
Court chairman Valery Zorkin, rejoined the confer- 
ence. Yeltsin attempted to placate others who had 
walked out by announcing on June 7 through his 
aide Sergei Stankevich that Khasbulatov and others 
would be given the opportunity to speak ata special 
plenary session to be added to the conference 
agenda. On June 10 Yeltsin appeared to go further 
in his attempts at conciliation by announcing that 
the constitutional commission’s draft was also be- 
ing considered by the working groups, and he re- 
tracted his statement that soviets and democracy 
were incompatible. This retraction had been de- 
manded by Khasbulatov ina speech to the Supreme 
Soviet on June 9 as a condition for his retuming to 
the conference. Khasbulatov did not return to the 
conference, however, it being announced on June 
10 that he had been taken ill. 


The conference was scheduled to end on June 
16, but the plenary session on that date re- 
sulted only in the adoption of a declaration 
outlining the fundamental principles of a new 
constitution. No final draft had been com- 
pleted, and no agreement had been reached on 
the key question of how the new constitution 
was to be adopted. Yeltsin issued a decree on 
June 16 asking a special commission to com- 
plete the final draft by 26 June, when the 
conference would resume. 


One notable stumbling block was reported to be the 
constitutional status of the regions, and the relation- 
ship of the regions and republics with the centre. 
However, on June 16 Deputy Premier Sergei 
Shakhrai signalled a possible breakthrough when 
he reported that negotiations with regional leaders 
had arrived at a compromise formula, whereby the 
regions and republics would be “equal in their 
relations” with the centre, even though their consti- 
tutional status would be different because of the 
republics’ sovereignty. 

The Supreme Soviet ruled on June 25 that its mem- 
bers should no longer participate in the conference, 
ostensibly on the grounds that the conference was 
tainted by the participation of officials newly im- 
plicated in corruption [see below]. However, a 
number of deputies defied the Supreme Soviet 
leadership when the conference resumed. On June 
27 some 50 deputies called for a vote of no confi- 
dence in Khasbulatov. 


Following resumption of the conference, pro- 
gress was reported on refining the draft, it 
being openly acknowledged that the confer- 
ence was now working on a compromise text 
which amalgamated the “presidential” and 
“parliamentary” versions. Yeltsin declared on 
June 26 that one more plenary meeting was 
needed to finalize the draft, but no date was 
announced. 

Corruption allegations by Rutskoi and 
others 

The confrontation between Yeltsin and Vice- 
President Aleksandr Rutskoi continued, with 
Rutskoi repeating allegations first made in 
April of corruption extending to the highest 
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levels of Yeltsin’s administration [see p. 
39422]. In a speech on June 1 Rutskoi de- 
clared that in economic policy the government 
had made “lies and deceit the norm”. 

The issue of corruption was discussed in the Su- 
preme Soviet on June 24. Reporting the findings of 
a special commission set up to consider accusations 
made by Rutskoi, Deputy Procurator-General 
Nikolai Makarov stated that Vladimir Shumeiko, 
First Deputy Premier with responsibility for Man- 
agement of the Economy, and presidential media 
aide Mikhail Poltoranin had been involved in the 
award of commercial contracts which “damaged 
the interests of Russia”, and called for their resig- 
nations. Accusations were made also against other 
senior officials. Shumeiko announced sub- 
sequently that he would sue Makarov for slander. 


Formation of new political grouping 


The formation of the Democratic Block of 
Reformist Forces was announced on June 15 
by Yegor Gaidar, the former Russian Prime 
Minister, Aleksandr Yakovlev, a former close 
associate of Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, and Shumeiko. They told a press con- 
ference that the block was backed by many of 
Russia’s new private entrepreneurs, and was 
preparing for elections which might take place 
as early as October 1993 should Yeltsin get 
his way on introducing the new constitution. 


Confrontation in Chechnia 


At least 14 people were reported killed in 
armed clashes on the night of June 3-4 in 
Grozny, capital of the separatist republic of 
Chechnia in the north Caucasus. The deaths 
occurred after forces loyal to President 
Dzhakar Dudayev launched a heavily armed 
assault to expel opposition demonstrators 
from official buildings in the city centre which 
they had occupied since April, when Dudayev 
had tried to impose presidential rule and dis- 
miss parliament [see p. 39423]. The assault 
appeared to be a preemptive strike against a 
referendum called by the opposition for June 
5, in which voters would have been asked 
whether they preferred rule by the President 
or by parliament. 


At a rally on June 6 Dudayev told supporters that 
his opponents had been backed by a “Russian plot”, 
and that they had been expelled from Grozny. 
Nevertheless, three districts of Chechnia were re- 
ported still to be under opposition control. 


Wi Last article pp. 39474-75; reference article pp. R121-22. 


AZERBAIJAN 
Ousting of Elchibey 


A rebellion led by a cashiered military officer, 
Col. Surat Guseinov, forced President 
Abulfaz Elchibey to flee Baku on June 18. On 
June 23 Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev denied that Russia was supporting 
Guseinov. An uneasy relationship developed 
between Guseinov, who was appointed Prime 
Minister and “supreme commander” on June 


27, and Geidar Aliyev, leader of the Nak- 
hichevan autonomous region (and a Soviet 
politburo member in 1982-87—see pp. 
31896-98; 35657), who claimed the status of 
head of state himself, having been elected as 
chair of the parliament on June 15. 


Guseinov, a wealthy wool merchant, had organized 
his own military force to fight the Armenians in 
Nagorny Karabakh. He was stripped of his rank for 
disobeying orders, and rumours circulated that he 
had then purchased arms from the Russian 104th 
division, which withdrew from Gandja, Azerbai- 
jan’s second city, in May. His rebellion began in 
the Gandja area after a violent clash on June 4 
between his forces and the National Army, in which 
dozens were reportedly killed. The rebellion spread 
and Guseinov’s forces advanced toward Baku, to 
reach its suburbs virtually unhindered by June 21. 


Appointment of Aliyev as Supreme 
Soviet Chair 


Prime Minister Panakh Guseinov resigned on 
June 7 and the Supreme Soviet Chair, Isa 
Gambarov, on June 13. Surat Guseinov and 
his rebel forces, however, continued to de- 
mand the resignation of Elchibey. 


On June 15 Aliyev was elected Azerbaijan 
Supreme Soviet Chair by the Milli Majlis 
(National Assembly, or rump parliament). 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin welcomed 
Aliyev’s appointment as likely to improve 
Russian-Azerbaijani relations. 


Flight and impeachment of Elchibey 


Elchibey threatened on June 16 to use force to 
stop the rebels. However, Elchibey’s new ap- 
pointees, acting Defence and Interior Minis- 
ters Gen. Safar Abiyev and Ravshan Javadov, 
who had replaced Gen. Dadach Rzaev and 
Maj.-Gen. Abdulla Allakhverdiyev respec- 
tively on June 16, refused to put down the 
rebellion. Early on June 18 Elchibey left for 
Nakhichevan, Aliyev describing his decision 
to leave, according to the Guardian of June 
19, as “an unforgivable dereliction of duty”. 


Surat Guseinov declared for himself “all the 
powers of a head of state and responsibility 
for the future of the republic” on June 21. 


Despite Elchibey’s offer to cede some powers to 
Aliyev, late on June 24 the Milli Majlis voted to 
impeach Elchibey, who was “incapable of effective 
control over the situation in the country or of per- 
forming his functions”, and to hand over his powers 
to Aliyev. On June 25 Elchibey described the Milli 
Majlis decision as “the finish of the coup started by 
Surat Guseinov”. The Secretary of State, Ali Keri- 
mov and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Tofik 
Gasymov resigned in protest on June 26. Small 
demonstrations supporting Elchibey’s Popular 
Front party took place in Baku. Guseinov warned 
that those abusing his name would “be severely 
punished without fail”, according to Izvestia of 
June 26. Nevertheless a further rally of Elchibey 
supporters took place in Baku on June 29, attended 
by several thousand people. 


39522 


Keesing’s Record of World Events 


Appointment of Guseinov as Prime 
Minister and “supreme commander" - 
Suspension of Popular Front 


The Milli Majlis appointed Guseinov as Prime 
Minister and “supreme commander” of the 
republic on June 27, with control of the de- 
fence, national security and interior portfo- 
lios, following his formal nomination by 
Aliyev. Guseinov promised to unify the Na- 
tional Army and to solve the economic crisis, 
and called for the abolition of the presidency. 
Aliyev, however, stressed on June 30 that he 
remained head of state, and said that any 
elections should not be called prematurely. 


In a statement issued on June 29 the Popular 
Front announced that until Elchibey was re- 
turned to authority, it was suspending its ac- 
tivities. 

New currency - Continued use of 
rouble - Cancellation of oil deal 


Although the new Azerbaijani currency, the 
manat, was introduced on June 2, the political 
turmoil forced the government to delay the 
invalidation of the rouble, planned for June 
15, until at least July 1. 


Aliyev’s first decision on appointment as acting 
head of state was to cancel an agreement signed on 
June 11 with a consortium of Western oil compa- 
nies. Diplomats reportedly expected Aliyev to re- 
quest the inclusion of Russia in the deal. 


Nagorny Karabakh 


Resumption of fighting - 
Postponement of peace plan 


A revised peace plan drawn up by the Confer- 
ence on Security and Co-operation in Europe 
(CSCE) was described on June 14 by Arme-. 
nian President Levon Ter-Petrossian as “an 
exceptional opportunity for a ceasefire in the 
conflict region”. 


The plan called for an Armenian withdrawal from 
the occupied Kelbajarsky region in Azerbaijan, 
commencing on June 15. Pressed by Ter-Petrossian 
to accept the plan, the Karabakh parliament ap- 
proved it on June 14 but on June 15 requested its 
postponement for one month, due to the uncertainty 
in Azerbaijan, and to allow time to reassert control 
over maverick military units at the front line. On ~ 
June 26 the Chair of the Nagomy Karabakh parlia- 
ment warned that the domestic instability in Azer- 
baijan endangered the peace plan. 


An Armenian offensive from June 12, mean- 
while, took advantage of the political situation 
in Azerbaijan and led to the capture on June 
27 of Mardakert, the last major town in 
Nagorny Karabakh still held by the Azerbai- 
janis. Armenian forces also attacked the stra- 
tegic town of Agdam, penetrating several 
kilometres into Azerbaijani territory. A tem- 
porary, Russian-brokered ceasefire was oper- * i 
ating from June 27. 


i Last article p. 39475; reference article p. R100. 
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BYELARUS 


Government climbdown after 
strike threat - Privatization 
programme 


The June 5 announcement of a package of 
price rises for food, electricity and municipal 
services prompted a general strike threat from 
the Federation of Trade Unions of Byelarus 
and forced the government to announce plans 
of several economic measures on June 14. 
These included state payments to compensate 
for at least 70 per cent of the increased cost of 
goods and services; support for loss-making 
enterprises with tax concessions and tax cred- 
its; and preferential credits to allow enter- 
prises to clear wage arrears. 


On June 10 the Byelarus National Bank published 
figures showing the inflation rate running at 10 per 
cent above that of Russia. Stanislau Bagdanevich, 
chair of the Bank’s board, warned on the same day 
that unless inflation was brought under control 
there would have to be “an austere economic dic- 
tatorship.” 

A three-year privatization programme was 
approved by the parliament on June 16. Under 
its provisions, it was intended that 50 per cent 
of the republic’s enterprises would be privat- 
ized through the free distribution of vouchers 
to the republic’s citizens. 


Wi Last articles pp. 39424; 39484; reference article p. R103. 


‘GEORGIA 


Halt in Georgian-Abkhaz 
peace process 


Russian Foreign Minister Andrei Kozyrev 
held talks in Moscow from June 16-22 with 
Georgian and Abkhaz delegations, following 
his June 9 visit to the Georgian capital Tblisi 
and to Gudauta, the headquarters of the rebel 
Abkhaz administration. Kozyrev was trying 
to repair the ceasefire of May 20; the Russian 
role in the peace process was praised as “very 
positive” by UN Special Representative 
Edouard Brunner. 


Georgian-Abkhaz fighting was concentrated 
on the Gumista river and Ochamchirskiy front 
lines. Georgian-held Sukhumi was bom- 
barded at intervals throughout the month, an 
attack on June 24 killing “dozens” of civilians, 
according to the Georgian parliament. The 
violence prompted a June 26 threat by the 
Russian Foreign Ministry that “all necessary 
measures” would be taken against those re- 
sponsible. 

Georgian Parliamentary Chair and head of state 
Eduard Shevardnadze had said on May 31 that all 
necessary conditions for peace talks were in place. 
He attributed alleged Russian military support for 
the Abkhaz rebels to “reactionaries” opposed to the 
administration of Russian President Boris Yeltsin. 
In contrast, on June 28 Abkhaz leader Vladislav 


Ardzinba, attempting to dissuade Russia from sign- 
ing a possible treaty of friendship with Georgia, 
accused Georgia of “genocide” and hinted that 
Abkhazia would consider joining the Russian Fed- 
eration. 

Shevardnadze’s demand for more 
power 

Shevardnadze’s conciliatory stance toward 
Russia led to criticism both from the opposi- 
tion and from his main supporter, the National 
Democratic Party, which remained suspicious 
of Russian expansionism. 


The deepening economic crisis prompted 
Shevardnadze to pledge on June 14 that he 
would resign if it were the people’s will. How- 
ever, the Georgian leader acted to strengthen 
his position, arguing in Parliament on June 21 
that the country needed strong leadership, and 
calling for substantially increased powers, 
mainly economic, and others as yet unspeci- 
fied. 

Wi Last article p. 39476; reference article pp. R108-09. 


MOLDOVA 
Dnestr talks “deadlock” 


On June 2 the Moldovan press reported the 
appointment of a new chief negotiator for the 
separatist Dnestr region, Anna Volkova, a 
conservative. Leaders of the Dnestr region 
demanded that Moldova should renounce its 
army and extend its commitment to the Com- 
monwealth of Independent States beyond 
economic arrangements. Anatol Tsaranu, 
Moldovan ambassador to Russia, said on June 
30 that talks were “in deadlock” but declared 
that Moldova was ready to allow its regions 
“the widest range of rights for local self-gov- 
ernment”. 

Russian President Boris Yeltsin’s proposal to es- 
tablish military bases in former Soviet states, in- 
cluding Moldova, was rejected by the Moldovan 
Foreign Ministry on June 16. A sixth round of talks 
on the future of the Russian 14th Army in Moldova 
ended on June 23. 

Resumption of Tiraspol trial 

The trial of six Moldovans accused of “terrorism” 
by Dnestr region, which had begun on June 3, 
resumed in Dnestr’s capital Tiraspol on June 28. 
i Last article pp. 39475-76: reference article p. R117. 


UKRAINE 
Coal strike crisis 


An extensive strike in eastern Ukraine in June 
prompted a political crisis, raising fears of 
economic collapse and of ethnic conflict be- 
tween western Ukraine and the Russian- 
speaking eastern half of the republic. The 
crisis eased only when President Leonid 
Kravchuk backed many of the miners’ de- 
mands. Continuing constitutional tension be- 
tween the main organs of power, which 
contributed to the crisis, was reduced tempo- 
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rarily, with the June 17 decision of the Su- 
preme Council (parliament) to hold a referen- 
dum. The Sept. 26 poll would test confidence 
in the Supreme Council and in Kravchuk, and 
would possibly pave the way for elections. 


The strike began on June 7 in coal mines in the city 
of Donetsk and rapidly spread throughout the Don- 
bass region and across industrialized eastern 
Ukraine. The Guardian of June 18 reported that 
more than 300 factories and 90 per cent of the 
country’s coal mines had been affected. Demands 
varied from region to region, with political objec- 
tives emerging in the strikers’ call on June 7 for the 
resignation of the President and for “self-rule” for 
Donetsk oblast (region). The strike committees of 
eastern Ukraine’s principal towns on June 16 
dropped a demand for regional autonomy, how- 
ever, citing fears of an ethnic division of Ukraine. 


On June 19 the interregional strike committee of 
Ukraine suspended the strike; nevertheless, many 
pits remained at a standstill. On June 24 some 
50,000 Kharkov workers held a “warning strike”. 
Miners were suspicious that concessions won from 
the government would be dropped. 


Government changes connected with 
Strike issue - Proposals for package of 
economic measures - Opposition to 
package by Kuchma 


Kravchuk appointed Yukhim Zvyagilsky as 
First Deputy Prime Minister on June 11, re- 
placing Ihor Yukhnovsky, who had resigned 
in March [see p. 39381]. Kravchuk gave Zvy- 
agilsky the task of heading a special commis- 
sion of the Cabinet of Ministers to negotiate 
with the miners. 


A Supreme Council deputy and former coal indus- 
try manager, Zvyagilsky was reportedly a popular 
figure in the Donbass. Kravchuk made another 
change on June 14 when he dismissed Yulii Ioffe, 
Deputy Prime Minister responsible for the fuel and 
power engineering complex. 


Zviyagilsky’s special commission proposals 
for a package of economic measures, includ- 
ing arrangements for higher average wages 
and lower prices, were blocked at a meeting 
of the Cabinet of Ministers on June 21. Prime 
Minister Leonid Kuchma described the pack- 
age as “the populist solution”, fearing that the 
measures would prolong the economic crisis. 
Kuchma continued to take a hard line, argu- 
ing, as he had on June 15, that the government 
needed extraordinary powers to deal with the 
economic situation and to speed up the reform 
process. “If such powers are denied today, 
dictatorship will be unavoidable in a month,” 
he said in a speech to the Supreme Council. 


By contrast Kravchuk on June 18 rejected the use 
of force to resolve the crisis. 


Kravchuk hinted at the danger of alienating Russi- 
fied eastern Ukraine, provoking ethnic conflict 
which would draw in the Russian military. 
Kravchuk backed calls for regional autonomy, say- 
ing on June 18 that “I ama supporter of the broadest 
economic independence of the regions”, and urged 
the Supreme Council to meet many of the strikers’ 
demands. 


News Digest for June 1993 


President's retreat from assuming 
government leadership 


Kravchuk was forced on June 21 to revoke a 
presidential decree of June 16 which placed 
him at the head of the government. 


The decree had created an extraordinary committee 
of the Cabinet of Ministers, to be chaired by 
Kuchma, charged with slowing inflation, ending 
the decline in production, and improving social 
protection for vulnerable groups. Kravchuk’s with- 
drawal of the decree anticipated a probable defeat 
on the issue in the Supreme Council. Kuchma had 
reportedly threatened to resign over the issue, 
claiming that the decree circumscribed the duties 
of the Prime Minister. 


Appointment of new patriarch 


An All-Ukrainian council of Orthodox clergy 
elected a new Patriarch of the Ukrainian Auto- 
cephalous Orthodox Church on June 14. Arch- 
bishop Volodyir of Lvov replaced the late Patriarch 
Mstyslav. 


Ukrainian-Russian relations - Unrest in 
Black Sea Fleet despite summit 


More than 200 ships of the Black Sea Fleet 
lowered Russia’s naval ensign on July 1 after 
a six-week protest triggered by wage dispari- 
ties. The fleet’s personnel were unhappy at the 
continuing uncertainty over the future of the 
force. 


Inan effort to calm the situation Kravchuk and 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia held a sum- 
mit near Moscow on June 17. 


The summit decision that Russia would pay rent for 
port facilities at Sevastopol proved controversial in 
Ukraine. The agreement was presented as a Russian 
concession to meet its social obligations in the port. 
However, the Ukrainian Defence Ministry had as 
recently as June 8 described any plan to lease 
Sevastopol as a violation of Ukraine’s territorial 
integrity. 

Kravchuk and Yeltsin also decided to divide the 
force into equal parts. Their plan satisfied neither 
disenchanted naval officers nor Russian conserva- 
tives. Vice-Adml. Eduard Baltin, commander of 
the fleet, condemned the plan. According to the 
Independent of July 2 Baltin said: “A 50-50 split is 
ruinous for the Black Sea fleet... . The agreement 
did not decide any of the social, economic or politi- 
cal problems [posed by the fleet].” Marshal 
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, Secretary-designate of 
Russia’s Security Council, argued that Ukraine 
should be entitled to only 20 per cent of the fleet. 


i Last article p. 39476; reference article pp. R126-27. 


ESTONIA 


Estonian-Russian crisis 


Legislation on aliens passed by the Riikigoku 
(parliament) on June 21 caused a sharp dete- 
rioration in relations between Estonia and 
Russia and threatened unrest among Estonia’s 
Russian-speaking population. Attempting to 
defuse the crisis, on June 26 President Lennart 
Meri deferred signing it into law pending 
consultation with international bodies. 


The measure defined the 500,000 former Soviet 
citizens in Estonia, most of whom were ethnically 
Russian, as “foreigners” required to apply for a 
residence permit or face expulsion. Rights of resi- 
dence would be refused to past or present employ- 
ees of foreign security services or armed forces. 
Residence pennits would be valid fortwo years and 
allow the holder to vote in local elections. At the 
end of this period residents would be expected to 
make a formal citizenship application to the coun- 
try of their choice. Prime Minister Mart Laar de- 
fended the measure on June 21 as “a normal law in 
every way” by European standards. 

The measure was criticized by the opposition Cen- 
trist faction, by Russian-speaking organizations in 
Estonia, and by the Russian govemment. Each 
accused the Estonian authorities of “ethnic cleans- 
ing” and of creating “apartheid” in Estonia. 
Russian organizations in Estonia, claiming that the 
new law provided a legal basis for mass deporta- 
tions, wamed of armed resistance. The mainly Rus- 
sian town of Narva announced plans on June 28 to 
poll its residents on autonomy. 


On June 24 Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
warned that all necessary measures would be 
taken to protect the Russians of Estonia. The 
following day Russian gas supplies to Estonia 
were cut, ostensibly due to unpaid bills. The 
Russian Supreme Soviet on June 30 urged a 
package of sanctions against Estonia, includ- 
ing economic sanctions and a halt to troop 
withdrawals [see p. 39334]. 


Wi Last article p- 39476; reference article p. R106. 


LATVIA 
Parliamentary elections 


Elections to the 100-seat Saeima, the legisla- 
ture, were held on June 5-6, as a result of 
which right-wing parties would dominate the 
new assembly. International observers re- 
ported favourably on the elections, and the 
turnout was 89.4 per cent. 


The Latvian Popular Front, the largest party (with 
128 seats) in the outgoing Supreme Council [for 
March 1990 elections see p. 37322], was one of 15 
parties which failed to pass the 4 per cent threshold 
necessary to qualify for representation. The 1992 


Latvian parliamentary elections 


Party % of 
vote* 


32.38 


Seats 


Latvian Way 36 
National Independence 15 
Movement of Latvia (LNNK) 
Harmony for Latvia and Rebirth 13 
for the National Economy 
Latvian Peasants’ Union (LZS) 2 
Equal Rights (Ravnopravie) ‘a 
For the Fatherland and Freedom 6 
Union of Christian Democrats 6 
5 


Democratic Centre Party e 
*The remainder of the electorate voted for 
parties which did not gain representation in the 
Saeima. 
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citizenship laws [see p. R114] disenfranchised 
many Russian speakers. 

A meeting of the centre-right Latvian Way on June 
12 named candidates for senior positions, including 
Valdis Birkavs as Premier, Gunars Meierovics as 
President and Anatolijs Gorbunovs as Chair of the 
Saeima. The Latvian Peasants’ Union was named 
as a favoured coalition partner. There were reports 


that the Christian Democrats were demanding sup- — 


port for their nomination for President, Aivars 
Jerumanis, in return for their support for a Latvian 
Way-led coalition. The Christian Democrats also 
continued a dialogue with the far right, led by the 
National Independence Movement. 


Bi Last articles pp. 39381; 39484; reference article p. R114. 


LITHUANIA 
Parliamentary leadership 


The completion of elections to the leadership 


of the parliament, the Seimas, on June 17, was 
a matter of some controversy as additional 
posts were created for members of the govern- 
ing Democratic Labour Party (DLP). 


Two existing deputy chairs, Aloyzas Sakalas (chair 
of the Social Democratic Party) and Egidijus 
Bickauskas (Centre Movement), were re-elected, 
with Juozas Bernotonis (DLP) becoming a third 
deputy chair and Neris Germanas (DLP) becoming 
parliamentary chancellor. 

Consequent upon the election of Algirdas 
Brazauskas as state President in the first direct 
presidential elections in February [see p. 39334], 
Brazauskas had been succeeded as chair of the 
Seimas by Ceslovas Jursenus (and as DLP leader 
by Prime Minister Adolfas Slezevicius). 


New currency 


A new Lithuanian currency, the litas (replac- 
ing the coupon or talon), was introduced on 


June 25 at a rate of US$1.00=4.51 litas. The - 


International Monetary Fund (IMF) backed 
the reform, pledging an additional 
US$18,400,000 in credits. 

Wi Last article pp. 39476-77; reference article p. R115. 


EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES 


Copenhagen summit 


The European Council of heads of state and 
government of the 12 member countries of the 
European Communities (EC) met in Copen- 
hagen on June 21-22. 
The summit was dominated by the situation in 
the former Yugoslavia (with differences over 
how to respond-following the failure of the 
Vance-Owen plan for Bosnia—see p. 39469- 
70; 39516-17), and by attempts to work out a 
concerted policy to combat the recession and 
unemployment. Other key issues were en- 
largement and relations with central and east- 


ern Europe. After the recent series of EC © 


summit meetings overshadowed by the prob- 
lems besetting the ratification of the Maas- 
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tricht agreement, President Francois Mitter- 
rand of France declared that the Copenhagen 
meeting marked “a psychological and moral 
recovery”. 

On former Yugoslavia EC leaders met with Bos- 
nian President Alija Izetbegovic but did not ap- 
prove his request for the lifting of the arms embargo 
on Bosnia, despite support from German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl. Instead the European Council 
“decided to respond positively to the request of the 
UN Secretary-General for men and money” to go 
to Bosnia, although it remained for individual states 
to decide whether to send further troops (France, 
Spain and the United Kingdom having already 
done so). 


Discussion of measures to combat recession and 
unemployment centred on an eight-point plan, en- 
titled “entering the 21st century”, put forward by 
EC Commission President Jacques Delors and out- 
lining “orientations for economic renewal in 
Europe”. This envisaged spending 3 per cent of 
gross national product on research and develop- 
ment (as against 2 per cent currently), establishing 
an efficient transport and telecommunications net- 
work, creating a “European information infrastruc- 
ture” which would serve “as the real arteries of the 
economy of the future”, and continued training 
throughout individuals’ lives. 

Delors (supported notably by Mitterrand) main- 
tained that “Community preference” was necessary 
to secure jobs in Europe, whereas UK Prime Min- 
ister John Major (supported notably by Kohl) op- 
posed protectionist trade measures and declared 
that unemployment was high in the EC because 
“our total labour costs are too high, our employ- 
ment markets too rigid and our labour force is not 
as adaptable and mobile as in the USA”. 


According to Eurostat figures, there were 
17,500,000 unemployed people in the EC in April 
1993, or 10.4 per cent of the workforce, compared 
with 9.2 per centin April 1992. Unemployment was 
rising in all EC countries except (recently) the UK 
and was projected to reach 12 percent by end-1993. 


Conclusions of the presidency 


Extracts from the conclusions of the presi- 
dency are given below. 


Growth, competitiveness and unemployment. 
“The European Council is deeply concerned about 
the present unemployment situation and the grave 
dangers inherent in a development where an in- 
creasing number of people in the Community are 
becoming permanently detached from the labour 
market. . . . [It] invited the European Investment 
Bank . . . to increase by ECU 3,000 million the 
temporary facility of ECU 5,000 million agreed in 
Edinburgh [in December 1992—see p. 39244; see 
pp. 39434-35 for measures agreed in April 1993]. 
... Rapidly bringing interest rates in Europe down 
... is essential for economic recovery. . . . 
The single market and common policies. “... The 
single market has been a legal reality since Jan. 1, 
1993 [see p. 39290); it is essential that it should also 
become a smoothly running practical reality. . . . 
[This] cannot be brought about without the full 
implementation of free movement of persons as 
well as of goods, services and capital. . . . 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. “.. . 
It was essential to relaunch the multilateral process 
- in Geneva as soon as possible on all topics, includ- 
ing agriculture, in order to complete a comprehen- 


sive, durable and balanced agreement before the 
end of the year. .. . 


Enlargement. “The European Council took note of 
progress in the enlargement negotiations with Aus- 
tria, Finland, Sweden and Norway [see pp. 39340; 
39435]. . . [and is] determined that the objective of 
the first enlargement of the European Union .. . 
should become a reality by Jan. 1, 1995.... 


Relations with the countries of central and east- 
ern Europe. “... The European Council welcomed 
the courageous efforts undertaken by the associated 
countries [i.e. those with which the EC had or 
planned to conclude association agreements—see 
below] to modemize their economies . . . and to 
ensure a rapid transition to a market economy. .. . 
The associated countries in central and eastern 
Europe that so desire shall become members of the 
European Union. . .. Membership requires that the 
candidate country has achieved stability of institu- 
tions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, hu- 
man rights and respect for and protection of 
minorities, the existence of a functioning market 
economy as well as the capacity to cope with com- 
petitive pressure and market forces within the Un- 
ion. . . . The European Council . . . agreed to 
accelerate the community’s efforts to open up its 
markets.” 


[Association agreements had been signed with 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland in December 
1991—see p. 38690; with Romania in February 
1993—see p. 39340; and with Bulgaria in March— 
see p. 39388. Revised agreements were still under 
negotiation with the now separate Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. Under the agreements, customs du- 
ties on some products such as cars and chemicals 
would be phased out over a shorter period than 
previously anticipated, and tariffs on exports of 
agricultural produce from the East would be cut, 
but the system of quotas was not substantially 
changed.] 

Pact on stability in Europe. This idea, presented 
by French Prime Minister Edouard Balladur, was 
welcomed by other EC leaders. Ministers were 
called upon to work towards a preparatory confer- 
ence through the common foreign and security 
policy procedures provided for in the Maastricht 
Treaty on European Union [see p. 38658]. Bal- 
ladur’s proposals envisaged a series of good-neigh- 
bourliness agreements to resolve problems 
concerning frontiers and the treatment of minori- 
ties, including, possibly, minor frontier adjust- 
ments which could then be approved by the pact. 
Other issues. There followed statements on Rus- 
sia, Ukraine, former Yugoslavia [see above], rela- 
tions with the Maghreb countries, “a community 
close to its citizens” (concerning subsidiarity and 
openness), fraud, racism and xenophobia. 
Immigration ministers’ meeting 

Meeting in Copenhagen on June 1-2, EC min- 
isters responsible for immigration “reaf- 
firmed their willingness” to admit 
“particularly vulnerable persons” from for- 
mer Yugoslavia (especially Bosnian internees 
and rape victims), but agreed to restrict their 
rights to be reunited with members of their 
families. They also agreed to establish an 
anti-drugs unit which would come under the 
Europol criminal intelligence office operating 
from temporary headquarters in Strasbourg, 
France. 
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In 1992 there had been a marked increase in the 
proportion of people who were from European 
countries (mostly former Yugoslavia, Romania and 
Bulgaria) among those arriving at immigration 
control in EC states and declaring themselves to be 
refugees. They accounted for 64 per cent of the 
1992 total of 556,947, as compared with 44 percent 
of the 1991 total of 420,150. Germany received 
437,996 applications in 1992—79 per cent of the 
EC total. 


Agreement on 48-hour working week 


After three years of negotiations EC Labour 
Ministers agreed on June 1 to introduce a 
maximum 48-hour working week (with cer- 
tain exceptions) within three years of the di- 
rective’s approval by the European 
Parliament. 


Other measures included a minimum of 11 con- 
secutive hours of rest per 24, a minimum of four 
weeks’ paid holiday a year, and limits on young 
people’s hours and on night working. The UK 
government opposed the directive, and was granted 
a 10-year renewable exemption. Only Denmark, 
Ireland and the UK would have to amend legisla- 
tion to guarantee a maximum 48-hour working 
week. 


Road haulage agreement 


EC transport ministers agreed on June 20 on 
a common fee and system of permits or 
“vignettes” for lorries over 12 tonnes using 
motorways and major roads in Denmark, Ger- 
many and the Benelux countries. 


The common “vignette” would from January 1995 
replace the system under which a limited number 
of permits were issued nationally to hauliers, and 
under which about one-third of EC lorries returned 
empty after delivering their loads. Germany had 
threatened unilaterally to introduce an annual road 
charge on non-German lorries, but this had been 
ruled discriminatory in May 1992. France, Italy and 
Spain already made charges for lorries using their 
motorways. The vignette would cost a maximum 
of ECU 1,250 annually -around one-quarter of the 
proposed German tax. 


Opinion on Cypriot and Maltese 
membership applications 


On June 30 the Commission issued essentially 
positive Opinions on the membership appli- 
cations made by Cyprus and Malta in 1990 
[see p. 37625]. 


As regards Cyprus, the Commission stated that the 
Cyprus problem had to be settled peacefully and 
with respect for human rights before accession 
could take place. Hans van den Broek, the EC 
Commissioner responsible for enlargement and 
foreign and security affairs, stated that at the begin- 
ning of 1995 the Commission would assess the 
progress in UN-brokered talks on the future of the 
divided island [see p. 39482], the intention being 
“to indicate that no party can seek to veto a settle- 
ment of the Cyprus problem in the knowledge that 
this will prevent the accession of Cyprus tothe EC”. 


As regards Malta, EC concerms centred on adjust- 
ment of the island’s economy and differences in its 
legal structure. 


Wi Last article pp. 39483-84; reference article pp. R130-32. 
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UNITED KINGDOM 
Funding of political parties 


During June a series of revelations were made 
about the funding of the ruling Conservative 
Party. 


Media and political comment had for some time 
concerned in particular donations from non-resi- 
dents, non-nationals and leading UK industrial and 
commercial enterprises, and the allegedly large 
number of prominent business figures who had (or 
whose companies had) made large donations to the 
Conservative Party and who had subsequently re- 
ceived knighthoods or peerages. However, the gov- 
ernment repeatedly refused to consider introducing 
legislation to require political parties represented in 
the House of Commons to publish detailed annual 
accounts of their finances. 


The issue crystallized in May-June around 
Asil Nadir, whose donation of £440,000 to the 
Conservative Party over the period 1985-90 
without any indication of such a gift seem- 
ingly appearing in the accounts of his com- 
pany Polly Peck International, had first been 
publicly identified in a television programme 
in March 1992. 


Polly Peck had collapsed in 1990 with massive 
debts. Nadir had been charged in December of that 
year on a number of theft and false accounting 
counts; however, late on May 4, 1993, he fled to 
Northern Cyprus where many of his interests were 
based, forfeiting bail of £3,500,000 posted by him- 
self and others. 


The Nadir case took on additional significance on 
May 30, when reports appeared in the press that 
Michael Mates, a Minister of State at the Northern 
Ireland Office since April 1992, had shortly before 
his flight given a watch to Nadir inscribed “Don’t 
let the buggers get you down” and had written to 
successive Attorneys General (most recently in 
mid-March 1993) making representations on Na- 
dir’s behalf and querying the conduct of the Serious 
Fraud Office (SFO) in its investigations. The Prime 
Minister, John Major, on June 8 conceded in the 
House of Commons merely that Mates had made 
an error of judgment. However, as further revela- 
tions followed, Mates tendered his resignation on 
June 24, explaining to Major that he did so because 
the “daily leaking of letters and so-called quotes 
from unknown sources—most of them wildly inac- 
curate—is causing . . . cumulative damage to the 
important work of government”. In a turbulent 
personal statement in the Commons on June 29 
Mates made a number of serious allegations against 
the SFO and about pressure said to have been 
brought to bear upon the judge in charge of Nadir’s 
trial, Mr Justice Tucker. 


Lamont's resignation speech 


The standing of the Prime Minister suffered a 
blow on June 9 when Norman Lamont, who 
had been removed as Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer in May [see p. 39479], made a per- 
sonal statement in the House of Commons in 
which he strongly defended his record as 
Chancellor and accused the government of 
“short-termism”. 


In particular, Lamont criticized Germany for its 
interest rate policy in the summer of 1992 as pres- 
sure began to build up within the exchange rate 
mechanism of the European Monetary System; ex- 
plained that he himself had deliberately refrained 
from increasing interest rates; expressed his regret 
at having failed to persuade the Prime Minister that 
the Bank of England should be established as an 
independent central bank capable of providing the 
necessary discipline for keeping inflation down on 
a permanent basis; criticized the goverment for 
listening too much to the pollsters and the party 
managers; and stated that in politics one should 
decide what was right and then decide the presen- 
tation, not the other way round. 

Continued contraction of coal industry 


Following a High Court ruling on May 26 that 
British Coal was now legally entitled to shut 
any of the 10 pits on the list identified in 
October 1992 for closure [see p. 39159; see 
also p. 39383], the corporation on June 4 
imposed compulsory redundancies at three of 
the 10—the first such action since nationali- 
zation of the industry in 1947. British Coal 
also during June offered 14 of its pits for 
licensing by private operators (four on June 4 
and five each on June 11 and 25, including 
eight of the original list of 10). 

Wi Last article pp. 39479-80; reference article pp. R127-28. 


NORTHERN IRELAND 
Visit by Irish President 


President Mary Robinson of the Irish Repub- 
lic paid a private visit to Belfast on June 18 
during which she met and shook hands with 
Gerry Adams, leader of Sinn Féin, the politi- 
cal wing of the Irish Republican Army (IRA). 


Her initiative caused outrage in Unionist circles in 
Northern Ireland and disquiet in London, where it 
was seen as complicating United Kingdom efforts 
to secure a resumption of inter-party talks [see p. 
39433]. A Northern Ireland Office statement said 
that the UK government had made known its con- 
cern “at the highest level in the Irish government”. 
It was subsequently disclosed that Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring had twice discussed his mis- 
givings with the President over the visit. 

The previous month, on May 27, Robinson had 
visited London and was the first Irish head of state 
to be received by the British monarch [see p. 
39480]. 


On June 11 Queen Elizabeth II paid a surprise 
visit to Northern Ireland, where she attended 
a garden party for Protestant and Catholic 
community leaders. 

Report of Opsahi commission 

An independent commission of inquiry on 
Northern Ireland, chaired by international hu- 
man rights lawyer Torkel Opsahl (Norway), 
published its report on June 9, advocating the 
replacement of direct British rule by a system 
of power-sharing. 

The 400-page report argued that a new Northem 


Ireland government should be “based on the prin- 
ciple that each community has an equal voice in 


> 
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making and executing the laws, or a veto over their 
execution, and equally shares administrative 
authority”. Other recommendations included the 
opening of “informal channels of communication” 
with Sinn Féin, and that party’s admission to talks 
provided it renounced violence; reinforcement of 
the rights of the Catholic minority; and reform of 
the province’s police force. 


Wi Last article p- 39480; reference article p. R128. 


IRELAND 


Decriminalization of homosexuality 


The Dail (lower house of parliament) on June 
24 approved the legalization of homosexual 
acts between consenting adults aged over 17. 
The change followed a 1988 ruling by the 
European Court of Human Rights that the 
1861 (British) Offences Against the Person 
Act, still in place in Ireland, was in breach of 
the European Convention on Human Rights. 


In a move presented as a measure to prevent the 
spread of AIDS, the Dail on June 4 approved the 
declassification of condoms as contraceptives, thus 
permitting their sale in shops other than chemists, 
and from vending machines. [For controversy sur- 
rounding sale of condoms in record shops see pp. 
37585; 38481.] 


Use of troops in Somalia 


The Independent of June 10 reported that the 
Cabinet had decided to amend the Defence ° 
Act to permit troops to take part in full peace 
enforcement duties in Somalia. Irish forces 
had hitherto fulfilled limited UN peace-keep- 
ing roles in 12 countries. 


Wi Last article p. 39335; reference article p. R113. 


ICELAND 


Cabinet changes - Devaluation 


The Social Democratic Party (SDP) on June 
14 replaced three of its ministers in the gov- 
erning coalition. Jon Sigurdsson was replaced 
as Minister of Industry and Commerce by 
Sighvatur Bjérgvinsson, whose post as Min-- 
ister of Health and Social Security was taken 
by Gudmundur Arni Stefansson. In addition 
Eidur Gudnason was replaced as Environ- 
ment Minister by Ossur Skarphédinsson. ~ 


On June 28 Prime Minister David Oddsson 
announced a 7.5 per cent devaluation of the 
krona against a basket of currencies, intended 
to offset a further 25 per cent cut in the cod 
quota for 1993-94. It followed a 6 per cent 
devaluation in November 1992 [see p. 39206] 
and a 22.5 per cent cut in fishing quotas in,’ 
1992-93 [see p. R112]. (US$1.00=71.118 
kronur as at June 29, 1993.) 


@ Last article pp. 39206-07; reference article pp. R112-13. 
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DENMARK-NORWAY 


Ruling in GreenlandJan 
Mayen dispute 


The International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled 
on June 14 that the disputed waters between 
Greenland and the Norwegian island of Jan 
Mayen should be divided roughly equally be- 
tween Denmark and Norway. 


The dispute, dating from 1980 [see pp. 30508; 
36944], related to 65,000 sq km of waters, impor- 
tant for the fishing rights and possibly also for 
natural gas and petroleum deposits. Denmark had 
claimed a 200-mile economic zone from the east 
coast of Greenland, while Norway proposed a de- 
limitation along the median line between the coasts 
of Greenland and Jan Mayen island. The ruling 
considered that while a median line delimitation 
was prima facie an equitable solution, in this case 
the relative lengths of the Greenland and Jan Mayen 
coastlines (approximately 524 and 58 km respec- 
tively) should be taken into consideration. It thus 
drew a line roughly equidistant between the two 
boundaries claimed. : 
i Last article on dispute p. 36944; reference articles pp. 
R105-06; R118. 


GERMANY 
New SPD and FDP chairs 


At an emergency congress in Essen on June 
25 the Social Democrats (SPD) elected as the 
‘new party chair Rudolf Scharping, 45, the 
Minister President of the Rhineland-Palati- 
nate, in place of Bj6rm Engholm who had 
resigned his post in May [see p. 39477]. 
Scharping, the only candidate, won 362 votes, with 
54 “no” votes and 40 abstentions. He had been 
nominated formally by the SDP national executive 
on June 14 after heading a June 13 “advisory” poll 
of SPD members, the first such direct poll in the 
party’s history, with 40.3 per cent of the vote as 
against 33.2 per cent for Gerhard Schréder, 49, 
Minister President of Lower Saxony (who had ad- 
vocated a coalition with the Greens in the forthcom- 
ing 1994 general election) and 26.5 per cent for 
Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, 50. 


Scharping also confirmed on June 21 that he would 
seek nomination as SPD candidate for Chancellor. 
Oskar Lafontaine, the Saarland Minister President, 
had announced after a party presidium meeting on 
June 20 that he would not stand again, following 
the SPD’s defeat in the 1990 general election. 


On June 11 Klaus Kinkel, 56, the federal 
Foreign Minister, was elected chair of the Free 
Democrats (FDP) in place of Otto Graf 
Lambsdorff, last elected chair in November 
1991 [see p. 38590]; the party leadership had 
in May 1992 confirmed him in his post until 
June 1993, despite grassroots criticism of his 
leadership. 

Kinkel, who had joined the FDP in February 1991, 
was the sole candidate, his chief opponent, Jiirgen 
_.Mollemann, having resigned as Economics Minis- 
ter and Vice-Chancellor in January [see p. 39288]. 


Wermer Hoyer was elected general secretary in 
place of Uwe Liihr. 


Kohl statement on racist attacks 


Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl, who was 
widely criticized for failing to attend a Co- 
logne memorial service on June 3 for the five 
Turks killed in an arson attack in Solingen on 
May 29 [see p. 39478], announced measures 
on June 16 to combat right-wing extremism 
and to reform German nationality laws. While 
opposing dual citizenship as advocated by the 
FDP and SPD, he favoured changes to make 
sure that “existing opportunities to become a 
German citizen are better used”. 

On June 23 the Bundestag (lower house of parlia- 
ment) voted to make foreigners resident in Ger- 
many for more than three years eligible for 
government compensation for violence perpetrated 
against them since July 1, 1990. 

Arson and other attacks continued during June. The 
Stiddeutscher Zeitung of June 7 criticized the lack 
of reporting of such attacks, and in an interview on 
June 15 Rita Siissmuth, the (Christian Democrat— 
CDU) Bundestag president, stressed the impor- 
tance of not giving “the impression that it’s just a 
few isolated people”. [For Kurdish attacks on Turk- 
ish consulate in Munich and attacks in other Euro- 
pean cities see p. 39530.] 

Ruling on deployment of German 
troops in Somalia 


On June 23 the Constitutional Court (Bundes- 
verfassungsgericht—BVG) rejected an SPD 
submission that German troops sent to So- 
malia following a BVG ruling in April [see 
pp. 39433; 39479] should be withdrawn on the 
grounds that the UN operation there had 
changed from a humanitarian to a combat 
mission [see also p. 39499]. It ruled that the 
operation could continue as long as a simple 
majority of deputies supported this in another 
parliamentary vote. 

Wi Last article pp- 39477-79; reference article pp. R109-10. 


FRANCE 
"Zero immigration” target 


Following the introduction of restrictive na- 
tionality legislation in May [see p. 39477], the 
government of Edouard Balladur approved 
two bills, one designed to increase police 
powers against illegal immigrants and the 
other to curb immigration into France, cur- 
rently running at more than 100,000 a year. 


In an interview with Le Monde of June 2, Interior 
and Administrative Reform Minister Charles 
Pasqua said that “France has been a country of 
immigration but no longer wants to be one”. The 
target of “zero immigration” would be the “ten- 
dency” of government policy even though it was 
“naturally unrealizable” given that the economy 
would continue to need some immigrant workers. 


The first bill provided principally for police identity 
checks on suspected illegal immigrants even where 
no suspicious behaviour had been observed. It was 
given first reading approval by the National As- 
sembly on June 10 by 482 votes to 90, incorporat- 
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ing a controversial amendment by Alain Marsaud 
of the Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR) speci- 
fying that identity checks could be carried out on 
the strength of “any factor indicating foreignness 
other than racial appearance”. Condemned as racist 
by immigrant organizations, the Marsaud amend- 
ment also attracted opposition from ministers of the 
centrist Union for French Democracy (UDR), no- 
tably Simone Veil and Pierre Méhaignerie. Dis- 
avowed by Balladur on June 23, the amendment 
was dropped by the Senate on June 30. 


The second bill’s main provisions were (i) a two- 
year legal residence qualification for bringing in 
relatives, as well as a requirement of proof that they 
would not be a burden on the state; (ii) non-recog- 
nition for entry purposes of polygamous marriages 
and their offspring; (iii) right of deportation of 
certain categories of immigrant, including students 
after 10 years of study and immigrants convicted 
of serious offences or deemed to be a threat to 
public order; and (iv) no automatic citizenship or 
residence rights by marriage to a French citizen or 
parentage of a child born in France. The bill, which 
also contained the first legislative enactment of the 
right to political asylum, received first reading ap- 
proval by the National Assembly on June 18 by 480 
votes to 88. 


Le Pen slander case 


A Nancy court on June 14 rejected a claim for 
slander damages by National Front leader 
Jean Marie Le Pen, against an anti-racist cam- 
paigner, Paul-Elie Lévy, who had described 
him as “the spiritual son of Hitler, Mussolini 
and Pétain”. The court ordered Le Pen to pay 
F 5,000 (about US$915) to Lévy for filing a 
frivolous suit. 


New head of DGSE 


Jacques Dewatre (57 on June 5) was on June 
3 named as head of the Direction Générale de 
la Securité Extérieure (DGSE), the French 
external security service, replacing Claude 
Silberzahn, who had been appointed by the 
then Socialist-led government in March 1989 
[see p. 37685, where the latter date and the 
title of the DGSE are given incorrectly]. 


During the latter part of Silberzahn’s tenure the 
DGSE had been embarrassed by press disclosures 
of French industrial espionage against US and Brit- 
ish companies. It had also been criticized for failing 
to predict an army mutiny in the Central African 
Republic in May 1993 [see p. 39448]. 


Economy 


Further to its action on the budget deficit and 
other economic measures in May [see p. 
39477], the Balladur government on June 10 
announced a F 500,000,000 scheme to com- 
pensate workers who accepted pay cuts to 
avoid redundancy, while on June 28 the small 
business sector undertook to try to create an 
additional 250,000 jobs for young people in 
return for tax concessions and government 
curbs on new supermarket construction. 


Unemployment had reached a record 3,100,000 at 
end-May (10.9 per cent of the workforce). Govern- 
ment forecasts published in mid-June anticipated a 
fall in national output of 0.8 per cent in 1993 but 
resumed economic growth in early 1994. 
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In an outspoken attack on government economic 
policy, the RPR president of the National Assem- 
bly, Philippe Séguin, on June 16 described the 
unemployment problem as a “social Munich” and 
urged the abandonment of the “strong franc” policy 
in favour of lower interest rates and job creation. 
Having headed the campaign against ratification of 
the Maastricht Treaty in 1992 [see pp. 39081-82], 
Séguin also opposed any French concessions in the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
Uruguay Round negotiations [see p. 39538]. 
“Balladur bonds”, designed to raise at least F 
40,000 million [see p. 39477], were opened for 
subscription on June 25. The bulk of the proceeds 
would be used for job creation, pending the start of 
receipts from the privatization of major state- 
owned industries [ibid.]. 

i Last article p. 39477; reference article p. R107-08. 


SPAIN 


General election - Attempt to 
form coalition government 


The governing Socialist Workers’ Party 
(PSOE), affected by corruption scandals [see 
p. 39431] and blamed for the current eco- 
nomic crisis, nevertheless won an unexpected 
victory in an early general election held on 
June 6, surviving a swing of 10 per cent to the 
conservative Popular Party (PP) led by José 
Maria Aznar. The PP achieved a 34-seat gain 
in the Chamber of Deputies compared with a 
loss of 17 seats for the PSOE. 


The opening of the new Cortes (parliament) 
on June 29 paved the way for outgoing Prime 
Minister and PSOE secretary-general Felipe 
Gonzalez Marquez to seek endorsement for a 
fourth term as Prime Minister in July. A de- 
gree of uncertainty remained because the 
PSOE had finished 17 seats short of an overall 
parliamentary majority and Gonzalez had yet 
to finalize agreements with potential junior 


Total 
*By Autonomous Communities. 


Spanish election results 


Chamber of Deputies Senate 
Seats 
Elected Ap- 
Party Seats % of vote pointed* Total 

1993 1989 1993 1989 1993 1993 1993 1989 
Socialist Workers’ Party (PSOE) 159 175 38.68 39.55 96 21 117 128 
Popular Party (PP) #4 LAL 107 34.82 25.83 93 14 107 92 
United Left (IU) 18 17 9.57 9.05 . 2 2 4 
Convergence and Union (CiU) 17 18 4.95 5.04 10 5 15 12 
Basque Nationalist Party (PNV) 5 5 1.24 1.24 3 2 5 6 
Canarian Coalition (CC) 4 . 0.88 - 1 - 1 - 
Herri Batasuna (HB) 2 4 0.88 1.06 1 - 1 p' 
Catalan Republican Party (ERC) 1 - 0.80 . - : - - 
Aragon Party (PAR) 1 1 0.61 0.35 . 1 1 1 
Eusko Alkartasuna (EA) 1 2 0.55 0.67 . 1 1 - 
Valencian Union (UV) 1 2 0.48 0.71 - 1 1 1 
Others 5 


coalition partners. Rejecting a coalition with 
the Communist-led United Left (TU), he had 
instead made overtures to the small Basque 
Nationalist Party (PNV) and to the Catalan 
nationalist Convergence and Union (CiU); the 
latter, however, made their support condi- 
tional on Gonzalez agreeing to the federal 
government handing over 15 per cent of in- 
come taxes raised in Catalonia to the Catalan 
government. 


Election campaign 


For the PSOE campaign Gonzalez marginal- 
ized party hardliners and relied, successfully 
according to some analysts, on projecting his 
owm image as the only person who could 
unite the country. Also effective among wa- 
vering voters was the PSOE’s late campaign 
equating a vote for the PP with a return to the 
era of the Franco dictatorship. 


The PP benefited from the total collapse of the 
Democratic and Social Centre (CDS) vote, with 
impressive PP gains in large cities such as Madrid 
and Valencia as well as in dormitory towns, under- 
lining its appeal to moderate middle class voters 
and, significantly, to young first-time voters. The 
party was let down, however, by moderate per- 
formances in the important southem province of 
Andalusia and the northem provinces of Cantabria, 
Asturias and Corunna. In these areas, landless la- 
bourers and industrial workers remained loyal to 
the PSOE, offsetting its losses elsewhere. The PP 
also failed to make headway in Catalonia, Aragon, 
Valencia and the Canary Islands where its policies 
were similar to those of the regionally based par- 
ties. In Catalonia, for instance, the PP won eight 
seats to 17 for the PSOE. 


The United Left (IU) failed to make gains at the 
PSOE’s expense. The Basque separatist group 
Euzkadi ta Askatasuna ETA received a setback 
with its political front organization, Herri Batasuna 
(HB), losing two of its four seats in the Cortes. 
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Choice of right-winger as PSOE leader 
in Cortes 

Gonzalez’s choice of a PSOE right-winger, the 
outgoing Economy and Finance Minister Carlos 
Solchaga Catalan, to be the PSOE’s new spokes- 
person in the Congress of Deputies was approved 
by Socialist deputies on June 28 by 87 votes to 66 
(with six abstentions). The left, grouped around 
Alfonso Guerra, the former Deputy Prime Minister, 
had supported Martin Toval. 

ETA car bombs 


Two car bombs planted by ETA in Madrid 
killed five senior army officers, a sergeant and 
their civilian driver on June 21. The second 
blast injured 27 civilians, 15 seriously. It was 
thought by some that ETA was seeking to 
place pressure on the PNV, which was in- 
volved in coalition talks with Gonzalez. 
Papal visit 


Acommon theme during the fourth . visit 
of Pope John Paul II on June 12-17 was his 
warning that Spain was drifting away from the 
Church and Catholic values. In particular he 
pointed to what he described as the deteriora- 
tion in family life and the increase in abor- 
tions. 

Wi Last article pp. 39431-32; reference article pp. 123-24. 


PORTUGAL 


Resignation of Environment 
Minister 


Environment Minister Carlos Borrego re- 
signed on June 7 and was replaced by Teresa 
Pinto Basto Gouveia. 

Borrego’s resignation followed publicity over his 
remark in poor taste about 18 people who died 
while having renal dialysis, because of excess alu- 
minium in hospital water; he had reportedly sug- 
gested in an aside that their bodies should be 
“recycled” to recover the metal. 

B Last articles pp. 39209-10; 39247; reference article pp. 
R119-20. 


SWITZERLAND 


Defeat of opposition to 
militany modernization 


Swiss voters rejected in referendums on June 
6 two proposals put forward by groups oppos- 
ing military modernization, which envisaged 
(i) stopping a government purchase of 34 US- 
built F/A-18 Hornet fighter aircraft (defeated 
by 57.1 per cent to 42.9); and (ii) preventing 
an increase in the number of army training 
areas beyond 40 (defeated by 55. 3 por Colete 
44.7). [For aircraft purchase see p. R125.] 
The Nationalrat (lower house of parliament) ap- 
proved overwhelmingly on its third reading onJune 


10 a government bill to allow Swiss forces to take _ 


part in UN peacekeeping missions. Opponents in- 
dicated their intention of taking the matter to refer- 
endum, noting that in 1986 voters had rejected 
Swiss membership of the UN itself [see p. 34959], 
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and invoking the country’s strong neutralist tradi- 
tions. 
Bi Last article pp. 39385-86; reference article p. R125. 


ITALY 


Local government elections 


Elections involving more than 10,000,000 
voters were held on June 6 for approximately 
1,200 municipal councils, six provincial 
councils and the regional assembly of Friuli- 
Venezia Giulia. In 145 towns and cities where 
no mayoral candidate gained an absolute ma- 
jority, a run-off was held on June 20. 


Assessment of the results in national terms 
was difficult, due to the complexity of elec- 
toral alliances in which parties joined together 
in different groupings in different parts of the 
country. In general, the more recently formed 
political parties made important gains; of the 
longer established parties, only the former 
communist Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) retained its position in traditional 
strongholds and made some gains. 


In the north, the federalist Norther League (LN) 
gained 32 per cent of the popular vote, while the 
vote for the Christian Democrats (DC) fell from 
22.7 per cent to 10.4 per cent and the vote for the 
Socialists (PSI) dropped from 17.2 per cent to just 
1 per cent. In central Italy, the PDS emerged as the 
largest party. In the south, although the DC re- 
mained the largest party, it lost ground in the face 
'- of strong challenges from the Network (La Rete) 
, and independents, while the PDS had some signifi- 
cant successes. 


The elections were conducted under new rules 
approved by the referendum in April [see pp. 
39289; 39430]. To make local government 
more stable and the leaders more accountable 
to the electorate, the mayors of towns with 
more than 15,000 inhabitants were elected 
directly, and 60 per cent of council seats were 
allocated to the parties backing the winning 
mayoral candidate. Where no candidate 
gained an absolute majority in the first ballot, 
the top two went forward to a second round 
run-off. 


In Milan, the LN mayoral candidate Marco For- 
mentini won 57.1 per cent of the popular vote in the 
second round against Nando dalla Chiesa, repre- 
senting a left-wing grouping of the Network, the 
PDS and Greens. 


In Turin, Valentino Castellani, representing the 
PDS and the Democratic Alliance (AD) and backed 
by local businesses including FIAT, won 57.3 per 
cent in the second round, defeating a former com- 
munist representing the Network, the Greens, the 
hardline Communist Refoundation Party (PRC) 
and pensioners. The LN laid a formal complaint 
against the conduct of the first round, in which its 
candidate had come third by a narrow margin. 


In Catania in Sicily, ruled by the DC since 1946, 
Enzo Bianco, representing AD and the PDS, won 
52.1 per cent in the second round against the Net- 
work candidate. 


One week earlier, the DC and the PSI had both fared 
badly in elections on May 30 for the Regional 
Council of the autonomous region of Valle 
d’Aosta. The DC’s share of the vote fell from 20 to 
14 per cent and the PSI’s from 14 to 8 per cent. The 
Union Vald6taine increased its share of the vote 
from 30 to 37.3 per cent and the LN, presenting 
itself for the first time in the region, won almost 8 
per cent. 

Progress of electoral reform legislation 


At the end of June both the Chamber of Depu- 
ties and the Senate, which had equal powers 
under the Constitution, approved proposals 
for the reform of the voting system for general 
elections and each passed its respective pro- 
posals to the other. 

A broad measure of agreement existed that elec- 
tions to the Chamber should in future be conducted 
under rules similar to those approved for the Senate 
in the referendum held in April [see p. 39430]. 
Thus, three-quarters of the seats would be elected 
by a first-past-the-post system and the remainder 
by proportional representation, with voters able to 
vote both for a party and for a named candidate. 
At a late stage the Senate passed an amendment 
restricting deputies or senators to three legislative 
terms or 15 years. Meanwhile, the Chamber of 
Deputies approved a provision, sponsored by the 
neo-fascist Italian Social Movement (MSI), 
whereby 25 of its seats would be reserved for 
representatives of Italians living overseas. Both 
amendments risked rejection in the other chamber 
and were perceived by some commentators as 
spoiling tactics. 

Reform of television administration 


During June the government survived a num- 
ber of confidence votes over the reform of the 
administrative council of the state television 
company RAI. The purpose of the reform was 
to eliminate party control of television chan- 
nels by introducing new criteria relating to 
eligibility and period of office. 

Accusations against Andreotti of 
complicity in murder 

Magistrates applied to the Senate on June 9 
for former Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti’s 
parliamentary immunity to be lifted in con- 
nexion with the investigation of the 1979 Ma- 
fia killing of journalist Mino Pecorelli of 
Osservatore Politico, who was said to have 
known sensitive details about the 1978 mur- 
der of former Prime Minister Aldo Moro [see 
p. 29053]. While denying involvement, An- 
dreotti asked the Senate to accede to the re- 
quest. 


Corruption investigations 


Inquiries into corruption in state telecommu- 
nications companies led to the arrest in mid- 
June of Francesco Silvano, who until earlier 
in the month had been chief executive of 
STET, the holding company for the sector. 
Previously, police had arrested Luigi Mon- 
tella and Salvatore Randi, heads respectively 
of STET subsidiaries Sirti and Italtel. 


The range of investigations into corruption contin- 
ued to widen. Three executives involved in the 
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formation of the aerospace group Alenia in 1990 
were advised that they were under investigation. 
Francesco De Lorenzo of the Liberal Party (PLI), 
Health Minister in the government of Giulio Amato 
until February [see p. 39337], was accused of tak- 
ing money from drug companies. Clelio Darida, a 
former DC minister and mayor of Rome, and min- 
ister, was also arrested in June on charges relating 
to the financing of political parties. 


Anti-Mafia developments 


On June 2, police arrested Giuseppe 
Pulvirenti, allegedly the top Mafia boss in 
eastern Sicily, who had evaded capture for 
over 10 years. : 


During the night of June 22-23, police made 173 
arrests, mostly in Calabria, in connexion with drug 
offences and corruption related to public works 
contracts. 


Wi Last article pp. 39480-82; reference article pp. R113-14. 


TURKEY 


Appointment of Ciller as 
Prime Minister 


Tansu Ciller, 47, was sworn in on June 14 as 
Prime Minister after winning the leadership 
of the ruling centre-right True Path Party 
(DYP). The first woman to hold the office, she 
succeeded Siileyman Demirel who had been 
elected President in May [see p. 39482]. 


Ciller, who resigned as Minister of State for 
the Economy to seek her party’s nomination, 
had emerged unchallenged on the second bal- 
lot at a special convention of DYP delegates 
on June 13. Having fallen short of an absolute 
majority in the first ballot, her success was 
assured in the second after two other candi- 
dates, Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin and Na- 


New Turkish Council of Ministers 


*Tansu Ciller Prime Minister 
Erdal Inonu Deputy Prime Minister, 
Minister of State 
Hikmet Cetin Foreign Affairs 
*Mehmet Gazioglu Interior 
Nevzat Ayaz National Defence 
Seyfi Oktay Justice 
*Ismet Atilla Finance and Customs 
*Nahit Mentese National Education 
Onur Kumbaracibasi Public Works and 
Housing 
*Rifat Serdaroglu Health 
*Mehmet Kostepen Transport 
*Refaettin Sahin Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs 
Mehmet Mogultay Labour and Social 
Security 
*Veysel Atasoy Energy and Natural resources 
Fikrit Saglar Culture 
*Riza Akcali Environment 
Tahir Kose Industry and Commerce 
Abdulkadir Ates Tourism 
*Hasan Ekinci Forestry 
*New appointment. 
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tional Education Minister Koksal Toptan, an- 
nounced their withdrawal. 


Born in Istanbul and educated in the USA, Ciller 
had held a distinguished academic post before ac- 
cepting Demirel’s offer to act as his economic 
adviser in 1990. She was elected a member of the 
DYP general assembly in 1990 and entered the 
National Assembly for the first time in 1991. In- 
vited by Demirel to join his government in Novem- 
ber 1991, Ciller was known to be a forthright 
exponent of free-market policies; she had also be- 
come famous for having persuaded her husband to 
adopt her maiden name. 

Addressing an emergency convention of DYP dele- 
gates shortly after being summoned by Demirel to 
forma new government on June 14, Ciller said that 
“we have joined hands and changed Turkey’s his- 
tory”. 

Formation of new government 


On June 25 Ciller unveiled her new Cabinet, 
consolidating her hold on the majority DYP 
in the coalition government. Notably absent 
were previous DYP ministers such as her 
party leadership election opponent Sezgin, 
associated with the conservative wing of the 
party loyal to Demirel. 


All 12 ministers from the junior partner in the 
coalition, the Social Democratic Populists 
(SHP), were retained, including Deputy 
Prime Minister Erdal Inonu who had an- 
nounced earlier that he would step down as 
SHP leader before the party’s next convention 
in September. 


On June 24 the coalition had adopted a new proto- 
col, renewing the original one concluded in 1991, 
which committed the government to six basic poli- 
cies including greater privatization of state eco- 
nomic enterprises. Reports said that the SHP, which 
had opposed radical privatization, was forced to 
compromise after Ciller threatened to call early 
elections if her reforms were not endorsed. 


Escalation of Kurdish insurgency 


There was a Serious escalation in the nine-year 
war between government forces and separatist 
rebels belonging to the Kurdish Workers 
Party (PKK). Reports said that more than 300 
people including PKK militants, government 
soldiers and civilians had been killed between 
the breakdown on May 24 of a unilateral 
ceasefire announced in March [see pp. 39387; 
39434; 39483] and the declaration of an “all- 
out war” by PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan on 
June 8. 


Clashes intensified through the rest of June. 
Twenty Kurds were killed in Erzincan and Tunceli 
on June 11; a further 20 people, including 17 Kurds, 
were killed on June 13 during clashes in Diyar- 
bakir, Simak and Elazig provinces. On June 28 four 
bomb explosions in the Mediterranean resort of 
Antalya injured 26 people including 12 foreign 
tourists; responsibility for this attack was denied by 
the PKK. By the end of June at least 34 more people 
were reported killed following further clashes be- 
tween the PKK and security forces in several south- 
eastern towns. 


Abroad, in what was reported as a carefully orches- 
trated campaign on June 24, PKK militants at- 


tacked Turkish diplomatic missions and businesses 
in at least 18 cities across Denmark, France, Ger- 
many, Sweden, Switzerland and the United King- 
dom. One person was killed in Berne, Switzerland, 
and several injured in demonstrations in other 
European cities. On June 28 Kurdish protesters 
briefly occupied UN offices in Sydney, Australia. 
On June 29 the National Assembly approved the 
extension of the state of emergency in 10 south- 
eastern provinces. 

Relations with USA 

Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin said after talks 
with US Secretary of State Warren Christo- 
pher in Ankara on June 12 that “the subject of 
human rights had been raised”. According to 
simultaneous reports the US side had indi- 
cated that greater bilateral co-operation de- 
pended upon the improvement of Turkey’s 
human rights record. In January a US State 
Department human rights report had accused 
Turkey of waging a campaign against alleged 
terrorists, based on politically motivated kill- 
ings, torture, illegal detentions and abduc- 
tions. 

Wl Last article pp. 39482-83; reference article p. R125-26. 


CYPRUS 
Suspension of New York talks 


UN-sponsored talks on Cyprus remained sus- 
pended as the Turkish Cypriot side hardened 
its position, despite new Turkish President 
Siileyman Demirel on June 2 urging Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash to take a more 
conciliatory line. 

Ostensibly using an early June recess for “consult- 
ations” with Turkey and within his own “Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus” (TRNC), Denktash 
told the Turkish Grand National Assembly in 
Ankara on June 10 that UN preconditions were 
hampering progress. Denktash had been asked to 
return to New York for June 14 witha positive reply 
to three documents on confidence-building meas- 
ures presented by UN Secretary-General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali. However, he said, there were “too 
many questions” which still needed to be asked, 
and he would send the TRNC “foreign minister” 
Kenan Atakol with that message. 


On June 18 Denktash’s handling of the negotiations 
was endorsed by the TRNC’s Assembly. On June 
24 in a written statement he insisted on the “undi- 
luted” application of principles of equality and 
Turkish Cypriot autonomy; this would require, he 
said, “basic changes” in Boutros-Ghali’s 1992 “Set 
of Ideas” [see p. 39067] and proposed map, which 
were “biased” and merely designed “to patch us on 
to a Greek Cypriot administration”. 

Renewal of UNFICYP mandate 


The UN Security Council voted unanimously in 
Resolution 839 on June 11 for a six-month exten- 
sion (to Dec. 15) of the mandate of the UN 
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus (UNFICYP). 


Canadian UN troops formally ended on June 15 a 
29-year Canadian presence in UNFICYP, handing 
over their positions to British and Austrian contin- 
gents. The withdrawal of the 514 Canadians, to be 
completed by September, created an urgent need 
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for replacements. Argentina and Hungary had ex- 
pressed willingness to contribute troops to UNFI- 
CYP (now financed by assessed UN payments 
rather than voluntary contributions, as decided on 
May 27—see p. 39482). 

i Last article p. 39482; reference article p. R104. 


COUNCIL OF EUROPE _ 
Czech and Slovak membership 


On June 30 the Czech and Slovak Republics 
were admitted as members of the Council of 
Europe, bringing total membership to 31 [see 
p. 39484 for May admissions]. Czechoslova- 
kia had been a member from February 1991 
until January 1993 [see pp. 39280-81]. 


Liechtenstein, whose royal house had once held 
territory in Bohemia and Moravia [see pp. 38834- 
35; R115], abstained in the vote on Czech member- 
ship. 

Hungary, which was concerned about the treatment 
of the 600,000-strong Hungarian minority in 
Slovakia, abstained on Slovak membership. 


Wi Last article p. 39484; reference article p. R130. 


WESTERN EUROPEAN 
UNION 


Belgian participation in 
Euro-corps 


The Belgian government on June 25 decided 
officially that Belgium would take part in the 
Euro-corps, which was being set up on the 
basis of joint French and German participa- 
tion [see pp. 39250; 39297]. The corps, due to 
become operational in 1995, would be at the 
disposal of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- - 
zation (NATO) in an emergency, as well as of 
the Western European Union (WEU). Bel- 
gium would contribute one mechanized army 
division of some 12,000 soldiers. 

An invitation to Belgium to participate had been 
issued following a Franco-German summit meet- 
ing in Beaune, France, on June 2. Belgian officers 
would take an equal turn in the rotation of com- 
mand among the participant countries. 

Wi Last article pp. 39297 (NATO); 38931-32 (WEU); refer- 
ence article p. R132. 


IN BRIEF 


ANDORRA: On June 3 Andorra signed a treaty of 
good neighbourliness, friendship and co-operation 
with France and Spain which recognized the Co- 
principality’s sovereignty; Antoni Armengol was 
also designated Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

AUSTRIA: on June 24 a Viennese court found 
former Chancellor Fred Sinowatz and former For- 
eign Minister Leopold Gratz not guilty of either , 
abusing their office or endangering Austrian neu- _ 
trality in connection with the Noricum affair in- 
volving the sale of arms to Iran during the Iran-Iraq 
war; former Interior Minister Karl Blecha, although 
not found guilty on these counts, was found guilty 
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of destroying and falsifying files and was given a 
suspended nine-month prison sentence [for charges 
brought against Sinowatz in September 1990 see p. 
37721; for opening of trial of Noricum executives 
in April 1990 see p. 37688; for sentences imposed 


in February 1991 see p. 38020]. 


BELGIUM: The Senate on June 10 followed the 
Chamber of Deputies in approving legislation ban- 


_. 


IRAQ 
US missile attack 


US forces launched a missile attack on Iraqi 
intelligence headquarters in Baghdad on June 
26 in retaliation for an alleged Iraqi plot to kill 
former US President George Bush [see p. 
39487]. The attack was denounced by the 
Iraqi government on June 27 as a “low and 
cowardly act”. US President Bill Clinton, 
hailing the attack as a “success”, said that it 
was intended as a message to “any nation, 
group or person who would harm our leaders 
or our citizens”. 

The strike, involving 23 Tomahawk cruise 
missiles fired from US aircraft carriers in the 
Gulf and the Red Sea, resulted in some casu- 


_alties. US officials said that at least six civil- 


ians were killed and 20 injured when three 


‘missiles went astray, hitting residential areas. 


The Iraqi government put the death toll at 
eight. 

On June 28 the US permanent representative at the 
UN, Madeleine Albright, told a special session of 
the UN Security Council that the US strike against 
Iraq was an act of self-defence justified under Ar- 
ticle 51 of the UN Charter. Albright said that the 
USA had incontrovertible evidence of an Iraqi plot 
to assassinate Bush. Displaying photographs of a 
car bomb and other explosive devices uncovered in 
a Landcruiser smuggled across the Iraq-Kuwait 
border, she claimed that they were exclusively Iraqi 
in origin and were not known to have been used by 
any other terrorist groups. 


Denying the charges, Iraq’s permanent repre- 
sentative at the UN, Nizar Hamdoun, said they were 
a “Kuwaiti fabrication”. Earlier, during a meeting 
between Albright and Hamdoun on June 27, Iraq 
had responded to a US waming not to seek revenge 
for the missile attack by saying that it intended to 
retaliate by using the “law of the jungle” imposed 
by the USA on the international community. 

On June 29 Iraq lodged a protest with the UN 
Security Council, claiming that the attack was 
“a terrorist act perpetrated by the government 
of the United States of America on grounds 
which were spurious and unjustified”. 


International and Arab reaction 


__ Several Western governments backed the US 


action. 


ing individual donations to political parties non- 
tax-deductible. 

GREECE: Allegations about the involvement of 
Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis in the ex- 
tensive use of telephone tapping to gather political 
information in 1988-89 [see p. 39482] were rein- 
forced by the publication on June 10 of the report 
of an inquiry by technicians of the telecommunica- 
tions company OTE, which, according to OTE 
trade union leader George Maniotis, had confirmed 


On June 27 the United Kingdom Prime Minister 
John Major described the strike as “a justified act 
of self-defence”. Russia’s President Boris Yeltsin 
also voiced support, while Germany’s Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl said the attack was the correct reac- 
tion to “a detestable terrorist attempt”. 


France and Italy were more circumspect, limiting 
themselves to expressions of “understanding” for 
the motivation behind the raid. On June 28 China 
said that it was opposed to any action which “may 
aggravate [regional] tension”. 


There was little discemible US domestic opposi- 
tion to the raid, although critics of Clinton (who had 
commented “I feel quite good about what has tran- 
spired and I think the American people should feel 
good about it”) accused him of using the attack as 
a means of bolstering his flagging popularity. An 
attack on an Iraqi radar installation by US jets 
patrolling the southern air exclusion zone on June 
29 was subsequently played down by Clinton as 
unimportant. 


Regional response 


Many governments in the region expressed 
negative reactions to the US missile attack on 
Baghdad, including some former US allies in 
the Gulf War, although Kuwait expressed 


support. 


In an unusually strong response, the Cairo- 
based Arab League on June 27 expressed 
concern over “the policy of double standards” 
pursued in relation to Iraq and Serbian 
“crimes against the people of Bosnia-Herce- 
govina”. 


On June 27 Egypt’s Foreign Minister Amr Mo- 
hammad Moussa contrasted US “firmness” to- 
wards Iraq with its lack of action in confronting 
Bosnian Serbs. Jordan warned that the US attack 
would lead to more “hatred, human and material 
losses”. 


Turkey, although expressing support, said that the 
fight against terrorism should be extended to help 
Muslims in Bosnia. [ran also denounced the raid 
as an act of “aggression” committed by a “bully”. 


Reaction among Iraqi opposition groups was 
mixed. The London-based Iraqi National Congress 
(INC) blamed President Saddam Hussein for ex- 
posing Iraqi civilians to a military attack. In con- 
trast, the Tehran-based Supreme Assembly for the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SAIRI) was critical of 
the US action, saying that it would increase the 
suffering of Iraqis. 
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the existence of “without doubt the biggest bugging 
campaign ever to take place in this country”. 


NETHERLANDS: Strains within the Labour 
Party (PvdA), the junior partner in the governing 
coalition, became evident during June when two 
PvdA state secretaries, Elske Ter Veld and Roel 
In’t Veld, were obliged to resign over their respec- 
tive handling of unpopular social security reforms 
and of education policy. 


Tension over weapons inspections 


There was renewed tension over UN access to 
suspected weapons sites. On June 18 the UN 
Security Council warned Iraq of serious con- 
sequences if it continued to refuse the instal- 
lation of monitoring cameras at two missile 
test sites, and to move chemical weapons 
equipment to destruction sites. 


On June 25 a team of UN nuclear experts 
arrived in Baghdad to finalize arrangements 
for the shipment of an estimated 40 kg of 
weapons-grade uranium [see p. 39439]. 


UN report on escrow account 


UN member states were urged to transfer fro- 
zen Iraqi assets or contribute voluntarily to a 
UN escrow account, established in October 
1992 to pay for Gulf War damages [see p. 
39163], after a report by the UN Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali on June 27 
showing that all funds totalling 
US$105,500,000 as of April 30, 1993, had 
already been designated for UN activities in 
Iraq. 

A donor conference in Geneva ended on June 2 
with Western and Arab pledges worth US$240 
million to help finance the UN humanitarian effort 
in Iraqi Kurdistan. 


Tripartite meeting on Iraq 

The Foreign Ministers of Iran, Syria and Tur- 
key held their third meeting on “the situation 
in northern Iraq” in Tehran on June 7 [for first 
and second meetings see pp. 39213-14; 
39342-43]. A joint communiqué issued after- 
wards reiterated support for the territorial in- 
tegrity of Iraq. 

@ Last article p. 39486-87; reference article p. R137-38. 


KUWAIT 


Lifting of “secondary” 
economic boycott of Israel 
Sabah al-Ahmed al-Jabir as-Sabah, Foreign 


Minister and First Deputy Prime Minister, 
announced on June 8 that Kuwait was ceasing 


compliance with the “secondary” aspects of 


the Arab economic boycott of Israel (the prac- 
tice of blacklisting companies from third 
countries with strong Israeli links). Kuwait 
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would continue to support the “primary” boy- 
cott of direct trade with Israel. 

Although the move was welcomed by Israel, ana- 
lysts believed that the decision, taken in response 
to US pressure, would have little practical impact. 


Government statement on relations 
with pro-traqi states 


As-Sabah announced on June 9 that Kuwait 
had no objections to the resumption of rela- 
tions with Arab states which had supported 
Iraq during the Gulf War, “provided that they 
clearly apologized for their error”, with the 
exception of Jordan and the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization (PLO) leadership. 

Habib Ben Yahia, the Tunisian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, visited Kuwait on June 20-21. Ben Yahia’s 
visit was widely seen as an attempt to improve 
relations between the two countries, which were 
severely strained as a result of the Gulf War. 


Death sentence on head of Iraqi-installed 
government and other collaborators 


On June 5 the State Security Court sentenced 
Col. “Ala” Ali Hussain al-Khafaji to death for 
his role in the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait in 
1990-91. A Kuwaiti national currently resid- 
ing in Baghdad and tried in absentia, he had 
been appointed head of the puppet “Provi- 
sional Free Government of Kuwait” shortly 
after the Iraqi invasion in early August 1990 
[see p. 37633, where his name is recorded as 
Col. Alaa Hussein Ali]. 


The Court sentenced five Iraqis to death on June 6 
after finding them guilty of collaborating with the 
Iraqi occupation forces. Among other things, the 
five had been accused of recruiting Kuwaitis to 
membership of Iraq’s ruling Ba ‘ath Party. An Iraqi 
national was sentenced to death by the Court on 
June 19 for “active collaboration” with the Iraqi 
invasion forces. 


On June 12 the State Security Court issued 
death sentences against 10 members of the 
PLO-affiliated Arab Liberation Front (ALF) 
found guilty of supporting and assisting Iraq 
during its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The 10 
were all Jordanian nationals of Palestinian 
origin. 

In a statement issued on Republic of Iraq radio on 
June 13, the ALF warmed “the criminals and kill- 
ers” of the ruling as-Sabah family in Kuwait against 
carrying out the executions. The PLO-affiliated 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine issued 
a statement the following day warning Kuwait of 
the “consequences of executing the 10”. The Jor- 
danian government and the Palestine National 
Council (the Palestinian parliament-in-exile) ap- 
pealed in a more temperate manner for the Kuwaiti 
authorities not to carry out the executions. 


New army Chief of Staff 

Defence Minister Shaikh Ali Sabah as-Salim 
as-Sabah announced on June 5 that Maj.-Gen. 
Ali al-Mumin had been appointed as army 
Chief of Staff. Maj.-Gen. Mumin replaced 
Maj.-Gen. Jaber Khaled as-Sabah who had 
resigned in early 1993. 

W Last article p. 39391; reference article p. R140. 


MIDDLE EAST 


Tenth round of peace talks 


The 10th round of Middle East peace talks, 
held in Washington on June 15-July 1 [for 
ninth round of talks held see pp. 39436-37; 
39484-85], ended in deadlock with no firm 
date set for a resumption of the talks. Part of 
the way through the session the US State 
Department issued a statement expressing dis- 
satisfaction with progress and calling on the 
delegations to obtain the necessary authority 
from their respective governments to allow 
them “to go beyond familiar positions”. 


Arab "co-ordination meeting" 


The Foreign Ministers of Jordan, Syria, Leba- 
non and Egypt joined Palestinian officials in 
Amman on June 6 for a “co-ordination meet- 
ing” ahead of the talks. 


Ina statement issued at the close of the meeting, the 
ministers called on the USA to fulfil more effec- 
tively its recently declared role of “full partner” in 
the negotiations, an issue which emerged as one of 
the main themes of the 10th round. 


israeli-Palestinian negotiations 


As in previous rounds of talks, Israel and the 
Palestinians failed to reach agreement on a 
so-called “statement of principles” on self- 
rule in the occupied territories. However, the 
two sides did agree to establish a committee 
to work towards agreement on such a state- 
ment. A discussion document presented to the 
Palestinians by the USA at the close of the 
talks was subsequently greeted with “extreme 
disappointment” by Palestinian negotiators. 


The status of Jerusalem arose as a key obstacle to 
progress during the 10th round. Despite Palestinian 
efforts to raise the issue, the Israeli delegation 
remained adamant that it was not negotiable. 


Israeli negotiations with Syria, Jordan 
and Lebanon 


Negotiations between Israel and Syria made 
no progress having opened in an acrimonious 
atmosphere as a result of remarks reportedly 
made on the eve of the talks by Israeli Prime 
Minister Itzhak Rabin concerning the Golan 
Heights. 


Rabin was quoted as informing the Knesset foreign 
affairs committee on June 14 that Israel would 
never retum the whole of the Golan Heights to 
Syria, even if the Syrian government agreed to a 
full peace agreement. Muwaffaq al-Allaf, head of 
the Syrian delegation, responded by saying that if 
Rabin had been quoted accurately, then it was 
pointless for the Israelis to send a delegation to the 
talks. At this point the USA intervened to try and 
defuse the situation. The US Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher indicated that his government 
would consider providing security guarantees for 
the Golan if the Israel-Syria track made significant 
progress. It was disclosed on the opening day of the 
talks that US President Bill Clinton and Syrian 
President Hafez al-Assad had exchanged letters on 
the peace process. 
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Little progress was recorded on the Israeli- 
Jordanian track. 


Prior to the opening of the talks on June 7 Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres had announced that 
Israel and Jordan were a only a “pen-stroke” away 
from a bilateral peace agreement. Peres’s an- 
nouncement was swiftly repudiated, however, by 
Jordanian officials who accused him of over-opti- 
mism and insisted that Jordan’s goal was not a 
bilateral peace treaty with Israel but a comprehen- 
sive Middle East peace accord. 

The Jordanian delegation to the 10th round was 
headed by Fayez Tarawneh, hitherto ambassador to 
the USA. He had been appointed to replace the 
previous delegation head, Abdul Salam Majali, 
who had been appointed as Prime Minister of Jor- 
dan in late May [see pp. 39485-86]. 


No progress was reported to have been 
achieved on the Israeli-Lebanese track. 


Appointment of US special 
co-ordinator 

In June it was announced that Clinton had 
appointed Dennis Ross as a US “special co- 
ordinator” for the peace talks. Ross, hitherto 
an adviser to Warren Christopher, was de- 
scribed by the Middle East International of 
June 25 as “a warm supporter of Israel”. 

On June 18 Clinton appointed Edward Djeredjian, 
hitherto Assistant Secretary of State for Near East- 
ern Affairs, as US ambassador to Israel in place of 


William C. Harrop. 

Events relating to occupied 
territories 

Successful Israeli operation against 
Hamas 


On June 6 the Israeli security forces an- 
nounced that a recently completed two-month 


operation had resulted in the destruction of 15. 


Hamas cells and the arrest of 120 activists. 


Among those arrested were the four members of a 
cell from East Jerusalem accused of killing border 
police officer Nissim Toledano in December 1992 
[see p. 39224] and two other police officers in 
March 1993 [see p. 39389]. Israeli reaction to the 
killings had a great impact, both internally and 
externally. Toledano’s murder had provoked the 
mass deportation of over 400 Palestinian linked 
with Hamas, and the killings in March had 


prompted the government to seal off the occupied 


territories for an indefinite period. 

Some commentators drew particular attention to 
the revelation by the security forces that the East 
Jerusalem cell in question had only formed links 
with Hamas following the Toledano killing. 
Condemnation of Israeli undercover 
units by human rights group 


The US-based human rights group Middle 
East Watch issued a report on June 29 which 
alleged that Israeli undercover agents had 
killed more than 120 Palestinians since the 
start of the intifada in 1987, of whom more 


than half had been killed since January 1992. 


The report said that its investigation into 17 cases, 
involving 20 deaths, demonstrated “a pattern of 
unjustified lethal force” by special units. The kill- 


— 
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ings were not aberrations but constituted a pattem 
“that could only continue with the complicity of the 
Israeli government”. Of the 20 killings documented 
in the report, seven of the victims were aged 16 
years or younger. Only two of the 20 had been 
carrying a firearm when killed. 

The Israeli defence forces issued a statement com- 
pletely rejecting “the groundless allegation that 
soldiers have been shooting indiscriminately at in- 
nocent local residents”. 


Bl Last article pp. 39484-85. 


ISRAEL 


Accusations of corruption 
against Der’i 


It was reported on June 20 that the Attorney 
General, Yosef Harish, had submitted to 
Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin a draft charge- 
sheet alleging that Interior Minister Aryeh 
Der’i was guilty of bribery and fraud. 

Der’i, a leader of the small Sephardic Torah 
Guardians (Shas) party in the Labour-led govern- 
ment coalition, had been under investigation by the 
police fraud squad since 1990 [see pp. 37547; 
37728]. According to the leaked charge-sheet, he 
was to be charged with accepting bribes, violating 
the public trust, aggravated fraud and fraudulently 
registering corporate documents. 


Israel Broadcasting Authority television reported 
on June 20 that it had been told by Der’i that if 
charges were laid against him in court “he would 
suspend himself from the Cabinet” but that Shas 


would not leave the ruling coalition. Some reports 


claimed, however, that Shas’s spiritual mentor, 
Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, had instructed Der’i not to 
suspend himself from the Cabinet. 


Approval of free-trade zone 


On June 13 the Cabinet approved plans to 
establish a private-sector free-trade zone in an 
attempt to stimulate foreign investment and 
create new jobs. 

The zone would be established either in the Galilee 
or the Negev desert. Investors would be granted a 
20-year income tax “holiday” and indefinite ex- 
emption from customs duties. 


Formalization of status of 
homosexuals in armed forces 


On June 11 the Israeli armed forces an- 
nounced that it had formalized a policy of 
freely drafting homosexuals and would not 
automatically bar them from serving in sensi- 
tive posts. 

Visit to Jerusalem by 

Libyan pilgrims 

In an unprecedented move, a group of 192 
Libyan Muslim pilgrims arrived in Jerusalem 
on May 31 to celebrate the Eid al-Adha at the 
city’s al-Aqsa mosque, one of Islam’s holiest 
sites. 


The visit had been organized by Israeli entrepre- 
neur Ya’acov Nimrodi and Saudi businessman 
Adnan Khashoggi. The pilgrims insisted that they 


__ had only agreed to the visit because Saudi Arabian 
authorities had prevented them from flying to 


Mecca to perform hajj, a claim denied by the 
Saudis. However, some observers commented that 
the visit constituted the first step towards Libyan 
recognition of Israel, aimed ultimately at breaking 
the country’s international isolation. 

The visit was denounced by both the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) and local Palestin- 
ian leaders, and the pilgrims faced a hostile Pales- 
tinian reception at the al-Agsa mosque. Responding 
to such criticism, the Libyans held a press confer- 
ence on June 1 at which they called on all Muslims 
to liberate Jerusalem from the Israelis and Mecca 
and Medina from the Saudis. This statement se- 
verely embarrassed Israeli officials, and the pil- 
grims left Jerusalem on June 2, a day earlier than 
planned. 


Visit to Tunisia by 

Israeli pilgrims 

A group of Israeli citizens were permitted to 
enter Tunisia for the first time in early May in 
order to carry out a pilgrimage to Djerba to 
celebrate the feast of Rabbi Shimon Bar-Yo- 
hay. The Tunisian Prime Minister, Hamed 
Karoui, ordered the authorities to ensure the 
well-being of the pilgrims. 


Visit by Austrian Chancellor 


The Federal Chancellor of Austria, Franz 
Vranitzky, visited Israel on June 8-11. Vra- 
nitzky’s visit was the first to Israel by an 
Austrian head of government. In a speech 
delivered on June 9 Vranitzky begged the 
forgiveness of victims of the Holocaust for the 
role of Austrians in supporting the Nazis dur- 
ing the Second World War. [For relations with 
Austria over the affair of former Austrian 
President Kurt Waldheim, shunned in view of 
the scandal over war crimes and his actions in 
the German Army, see pp. 34692; 35089; 
35528-29.] 


During his visit Vranitzky held talks with, among 
others, Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. Peres reportedly declined 
on June 9 Vranitzky’s offer to mediate between 
Israel and Iran. 


Reports of secret negotiations 
between Israel and North Korea 


A number of reports in June suggested that 
Israel had recently entered into secret negotia- 
tions with North Korea and that Israeli offi- 
cials had offered economic assistance in an 
attempt to dissuade North Korea from selling 
Rodong-1 missiles to Iran and Syria. 


The International Herald Tribune of June 21, citing 
officials in Jerusalem, alleged that contacts began 
in October 1992 with a secret visit by senior Israeli 
officials to Pyongyang, the North Korean capital. 
According to this report the contacts had recently 
been suspended at the urging of the USA. 


Yonhap, the official South Korean news agency, 
reported on June 17 that Peres was planning to visit 
Pyongyang to “seal diplomatic normalization”. 


Reported offer of lease on Baltic port 


Voice of Israel radio reported on June 3 that 
Estonia had offered Israel a lease on a port on 
the Baltic Sea. The proposal was made during 
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a visit to Israel by the Estonian Housing Min- 
ister Vladimir Weingurt. 
i Last article p. 39485; reference article pp. R138-39. 


JORDAN 
Visit by King Hussein to USA 


King Hussein held talks with US President 
Bill Clinton on June 18 at the start of a 10-day 
visit to the USA. The meeting was the first of 
its kind since the Gulf crisis, when Jordan had 
angered the USA by its open support for Iraq. 
Clinton described the meeting, his first with 
Hussein, as “very, very good”. 

The two leaders exchanged views on the issue of 
Iraq, but the main topic of discussion was the 
Middle East peace talks, which had entered their 
10th round on June 15 in Washington [see p. 
39532]. Jordan’s economic and political reform 
programme was also discussed. 

Middle East International of June 25 reported that 
King Hussein failed to gain the release of 
US$76,000,000 in postponed aid from fiscal 1992. 
According to the report, the King’s failure was 
mainly because of the release of a congressional 
report just two days before his arrival in the USA, 
charging Jordan with violating sanctions against 
Iraq by providing it with military and intelligence 
assistance during the Gulf War. 

Relations with Iraq 


Providing the firmest indication to date of his 
determination to distance Jordan from its for- 
mer close association with Iraq, King Hussein 
reportedly said in a private meeting with Jor- 
danian newspaper editors on May 22 said that 
he could not continue to support Iraq’s poli- 
cies or leadership; he also criticized the edi- 
tors for not reporting his previous statements 
criticizing Iraq, and for publishing false re- 
ports on Saudi Arabia. 

i Last article pp. 39485-86; reference article. pp. R139-40. 


LEBANON 
Dismissal of minister 


Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri dismissed 
George Afram from his post as Minister for 
Water and Electricity Resources on June 11. 


The Middle East Economic Digest of June 25 re- 
ported that the main reason for Afram’s dismissal 
was his handling of a contract with an Italian com- 
pany which constituted the first package of the 
government’s large-scale power-sector rehabilita- 
tion project. The contract at the centre of the dis- 
pute, a US$66,000,000 contract with Ansaldo 
Energia, was eventually signed on June 13. 


Afram was demoted to Minister of State and his 
portfolio was passed to Elie Hubayqah, who re- 
tained his post as Minister of State for Social Af- 
fairs and the Handicapped. 


The dispute had political ramifications in that it 
appeared to widen the gulf between Hariri, a Sunni 
Muslim, and the Maronite Christian establishment. 
Afram, a Maronite, had close links with Samir 
Geagea’s Lebanese Forces (the influential Ma- 
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ronite Phalangist grouping) and with the Maronite 
Patriarch of Batrun, Jobbé and Sarba, Nasrallah 
Pierre Sfeir. 

Cabinet approval for tax reduction 
plan 


On June 14 the Cabinet approved a plan sig- 
nificantly to reduce taxes on individual in- 
comes and on corporate profits in an effort to 
stimulate investment. 


Wi Last article p. 39485; reference article pp. R140-41. 


SYRIA 


Prime Minister's visit to Egypt 


Mahmoud Zubi, the Syrian Prime Minister, 
visited Cairo on June 7-10 for talks with his 
Egyptian counterpart, Atef Sidki, and other 
officials. 


The meeting constituted the fifth session of the 
Egyptian-Syrian higher joint committee. Agree- 
ment was reached on the establishment of a number 
of joint companies for land and maritime transport. 
An agreement was also signed providing for the 
construction of two cargo ships for Syria in Egypt’s 
Alexandria shipyard. 


@ Last article p. 39485; reference article. pp. R144-45. 


IRAN 
Election of Rafsanjani 


President Ali Akbar Rafsanjani, 59, was re- 
elected for a second four-year term on June 
11. Observers noted the larger than expected 
protest vote and the low turnout, indicating 
popular disenchantment with the govern- 
ment’s economic policies. 


Official results gave him 10,553,644 votes, or 
63.2 per cent of total votes cast in a 56 per cent 
turnout—a margin amounting to a landslide 
in Western countries. In 1989 Rafsanjani had 
been elected president with some 15,500,000 
votes, or 94.5 per cent in a turnout of 70 
percent. 


Rafsanjani’s closest opponent, former Labour 
Minister Ahmed Tavakkoli, won 3,976,165 
votes (23.8 per cent), the highest for any los- 
ing candidate in six presidential contests since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution. In the province 
of Kurdistan, Tavakkoli secured a majority. 


Iranian presidential election 


results 
Candidate Number of % of valid 
votes votes 

Ali Akbar Rafsanjani 10,553,644 63.2 
Ahmed Tavakkoli 3,976,165 23.8 
Abdullah Jasbi 1,515,632 9.1 
Rajabali Taheri 401,579 2.4 
Spoiled votes 253,230 Eo" 
Total 16,700,250 100.0 
Turnout: 56 per cent. 


Number of registered voters: 29,000,000. 


In a speech on June 13 Rafsanjani said that his 
victory, at the height of national economic hard- 
ship, amounted to a popular mandate for the con- 
tinuation of free-market reforms. Promising to 
address mounting popular concern over official 
corruption—a theme highlighted by Tavakkoli 
during his presidential campaign—Rafsanjani con- 
ceded that the people had a right to be “anxious”. 

Anti-corruption drive 


An anti-corruption campaign launched in 
mid-June with the backing of the government 
was acknowledged by Rafsanjani to have 
gone seriously off course. Addressing clerics 
in Tehran on June 22 he declared that “in the 
call for social and moral propriety, and at- 
tempts to dissuade the public from corruption, 
the authorities have not behaved well”. Raf- 
sanjani’s statement came shortly after reports 
of the arrest of more than 800 men and women 
by vigilantes belonging to the Squad for the 
Propagation of Virtue and Elimination of Vice 
which had sought to enforce the Islamic dress 
code. 


In an earlier anti-corruption drive, the majlis (leg- 
islature) on May 25 had approved a bill banning 
state-run institutions from receiving commissions 
on foreign deals, and ordering government officials 
to return to the Treasury any such money received 
since 1979. Those found guilty faced a two- to 
five-year prison sentence and a fine equal to the 
amount of commission received. 


Debt rescheduling 


The successful rescheduling by Iran of be- 
tween US$2,500 million and US$3,000 mil- 
lion of short-term foreign debts was reported 
in mid-June. The letter of credit (LC) payment 
deferrals were said to have been agreed since 
early April with French, German and Japa- 
nese banks. 


On June 7 the Bank Markazi Jomhouri Islami Iran 
(central bank) governor Muhammad Hossein Adeli 
had disclosed that a settlement on debt reschedul- 
ing would be reached “very shortly”. Setting the 
figure of Iran’s total short-term indebtedness at 
US$6,000 million, higher than had been officially 
admitted, Adeli asserted that the debts were trivial 
in a country of Iran’s size with a guaranteed large 
oil income. 


Assassination of opposition figure 


The government on June 8 denied involve- 
ment in the June 6 assassination of Moham- 
mad Hassan Arbab, a member of the 
opposition Mojahedin-e Khalq, in Karachi, 
Pakistan. 


Renewed tension with Saudi Arabia 


There were signs of renewed tension with 
Saudi Arabia after reports that an anti-US 
demonstration staged by Iranian pilgrims in 
Mecca on June 1 had been forcibly disrupted 
by Saudi riot police. A statement on June 26 
by Iran’s senior hajj envoy, Mohammad Rey- 
shahri, who described the incident as a “minor 
issue”, was regarded by observers as reflect- 
ing the government’s willingness to resume 
good relations with Saudi Arabia. 
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Ministers from the Gulf Co-Operation Council 
(GCC) meeting in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on June 8 
reaffirmed the sovereignty of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) over three strategic Gulf islands 
including the disputed island of Abu Musa claimed 
by Iran [see also below, this page]. 

Relations with USA 


The government on June 10 condemned a 
fresh call by US Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher who had urged the European 
Communities (EC) on June 9 to impose eco- 
nomic sanctions against Iran, claiming that it 
was engaged in the production of nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons [see also p. 
39439]. 


Earlier the USA had opposed a Japanese loan worth 
38,600 million yen (US$357 million), announced 
on May 29, to finance the construction of a hydro- 
electric plant on the Karun river in southern Iran. 
The loan was the first to Iran by a developed 
industrial country since the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 


Bi Last article p. 39486; reference article R136-37. 


ARAB REGIONAL 
AFFAIRS 


Meeting of GCC Foreign 
Ministers 


Foreign Ministers of the six member countries 
of the Gulf Co-operation Council (GCC) met 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, on June 7-8 [for 
April meeting see p. 39440]. 


A communiqué issued at the end of the meeting 
condemned Iraq’s continued “procrastination” 
over the implementation of UN Security Council 
resolutions relating to its “aggression” against Ku- 
wait while reaffirming its “eagerness to preserve 
the unity and territorial integrity of Iraq”. The 
Council reiterated its “absolute support” for the 
United Arab Emirates in its territorial dispute with 
Iran over sovereignty over Abu Musa and two other 
smaller Gulf islands [see p. 39293]. On the Middle 
East peace talks, the Council called on the inter- 
national community “to take all necessary meas- 
ures” to compel Israel to implement the relevant 
UN resolutions. The Council also condemned “Ser- 
bian aggression” in Bosnia-Hercegovina and de- 
manded the lifting of the arms embargo to allow 
supplies to (the Muslim-led) Bosnian government 
forces. 


Wi Last article p. 39440. 


Meeting of Damascus 
Declaration Foreign Ministers 


Foreign Ministers of the eight Damascus Dec- 
laration signatory states held their seventh 
meeting in the UAE capital Abu Dhabi on 
June 12-13 [see p. 39116 for sixth meeting 
held in September 1992]. The Middle East 
Economic Digest of June 25 reported that the 
states had “failed to take any practical steps in, , 
implementing the economic programme . . . 
in the declaration” [see pp. 39440; 39489]. 
Ina statement issued at the close of the meeting, the 
states expressed “their real apprehension about the 
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Gulf Co-operation 
Council 


Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, 
Egypt, Syria 

Algeria, Libya, 
Mauritania, Morocco, 
Tunisia 


Declaration States 


Arab Maghreb 
Union 


foot-dragging by the Iraqi regime over its imple- 
mentation of fundamental aspects” of UN Security 
Council resolutions concerning its occupation of 
Kuwait. The statement also called for increased ties 
with Iran, but reaffirmed the UAE’s sovereignty 
over the three disputed Gulf islands [see also 
above]. 


The signatories discussed a Lebanese request to 
join the grouping. : 
Wi Last article p. 39489. 


Meeting of AMU foreign 
ministers 


Foreign Ministers of the five member coun- 
tries of the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU) met 
in Tunis, the Tunisian capital, on June 18-19 
[for fifth summit conference held in Maurita- 
nia in November 1989 see p. 39216]. 


Among the issues discussed was the dispute be- 
tween Libya and Western countries over the Lock- 


-erbie bombing [see p. 39438]. Ina statement issued 


after the meeting, the ministers expressed the hope 
for an “honourable” solution to the affair which 
would show “consideration for [Libya’s] interests 
and for the demands of international law”. 
Agreement on regional power grid 


On June 12 the heads of electricity depart- 
ments from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Syria and 
Turkey signed a protocol to link their coun- 
tries in a unified electricity grid. The protocol 
was signed at the end of a two-day meeting in 
Amman, the Jordanian capital. 


The cost of the nine-year project was estimated at 
some US$380 million and some funding would be 
provided by the Arab Fund for Economic and So- 
cial Development (AFESD) and the Islamic Devel- 
opment Bank. 


Launch of new economic research 


A new economic research forum for the Arab 
countries, Iran, and Turkey was launched at a 
conference in Cairo on June 4-6. The new 
organization was established to carry out pol- 
icy-orientated economic research in the re- 
gion. 

Initial finance for the project was provided by, 
among other organizations, the AFESD, the World 
Bank and the European Communities. The Egyp- 


tian economist Heba Handoussa was appointed as 
its first director. 


_ > Mi Reference article p. R147. 


YEMEN 


YAR appointments to 
government 


The representation of the Yemeni Alliance for 
Reform (YAR) in the coalition government 
formed in May [see pp. 39487-88] was in- 
creased from four to six on June 10 with the 
appointment of Abdel-Wahab Ali al-Ounsi as 
Deputy Prime Minister and Abdel-Salam 
Khaled Karman as Minister of State for Legal 
and Parliamentary Affairs. 

The Middle East Economic Digest of June 25 re- 
ported that the appointments followed “repre- 
sentations” by the YAR, which held that four seats 
in the Council of Ministers did not reflect its strong 
showing in the April general election [see p. 
39440]. 


Wi Last article p. 39487-88; reference article pp. R146-47. 


SAUDI ARABIA 
Arrest of CDLR leader 


Reports in June indicated that the Saudi 
authorities were continuing their efforts to 
crush the outlawed Committee for the De- 
fence of Legitimate Rights (CDLR) formed in 
May [see p. 39487]. 

The London-based civil liberties organization Lib- 
erty claimed on June 17 that a CDLR founder 
member, Abdullah al-Hamid, had been arrested in 
Riyadh on June 15 by Saudi security forces and that 
another founder member, the CDLR spokesman 
Muhammed al-Mas’ari, had been held in detention 
since mid-May. 

Amnesty International report 

The human rights organization Amnesty In- 
ternational released a report on June 30 which 
claimed that there had been an alarming rise 
in the number of public executions in Saudi 
Arabia. 

The report claimed that 105 people had been exe- 
cuted in 1992-93, more than four times the number 
for 1991-92 and as against 11 in 1990-91. The 
report expressed concern not only at the use of 
capital punishment, but also that victims were sen- 
tenced after what were described as unfair trials. 
Ghazi Abdulrahman Algosaibi, the Saudi ambassa- 
dor to the United Kingdom, rejected the report ina 
statement released on July 1. Algosaibi said that it 
was “amazing” that Amnesty International contin- 
ued to show such obvious contempt for the beliefs 
of all Muslims. He called on the organization to 
spare some time and effort “defending the victims 
and not the murderers”. 


i Last article p. 39487; reference article. p. R144. 


MOROCCO 
General election 


Elections on June 25 to the Chamber of Rep- 
resentatives, the Moroccan legislature, were 
the first parliamentary elections since 1984— 
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the poll originally due in 1989 having been 
repeatedly postponed. The new Chamber was 
expected to convene in October. 


Campaign and voting 


The election campaign opened on June 11. A 
total of 2,042 candidates competed for 222 of 
the Chamber’s 333 seats (increased from 306 
in 1984, when 206 were directly elected); the 
remaining 111 members were to be elected at 
a later date by representatives of the trade 
union movement, professional associations 
and local councils. 


Islamic fundamentalist groups such as the Ad/ wal 
Ihsan were barred from competing. 


According to official figures released on June 26 a 
tumout of 62.75 per cent was recorded, and voting 
procedures were reportedly largely fair. However, 
the Middle Eastern Economic Digest of July 9 
reported that “traditional abuses of voting proce- 
dures” had been observed in some constituencies. 
The Independent of June 28 carried a report detail- 
ing gross electoral malpractice in Bouznika, near 
Rabat. 


Results 


The election proved a major success for the 
opposition Bloc Démocratique and its two 
major components, the nationalist Istiglal and 
the centre-left Union Socialiste des Forces 
Populaires (USFP). Analysts forecast that the 
opposition achievement in winning 99 seats 
was strong enough virtually to guarantee a 
place for Jstiglal and the USFP in the new 
government. 

The centre-right government parties won most 


seats overall, but lost ground compared with the 
previous election. The Union Constitutionnelle 


Moroccan general election 
Party Directly elected 
seats 
1993 1984 
* Union Socialiste des Forces 48 35 
Populaires 
*Istiglal 43 24 
* Mouvement Populaire 33 31 
* Rassemblement National des 28 39 
Indépendants 
* Union Constitutionnelle 27 56 | 
* Parti National Démocrate 14 15 | 
Mouvement National Populaire 14 
* Parti du Progrés et du 6 2 
Socialisme 
*Parti Démocratique pour 3 0 
l’Indépendence 
* Organisation de |’Action 2 1 
Démocratique et Populaire 
Parti de l’Action 2 0 | 
Parti du Centre Social 0 | 
Union Générale des Travailleurs 0 2 | 
Marocains 
Independents 2 0 | 
Total 222 206 | 


*Member of Bloc Démocratique. 
*Government party. 
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won only 27 seats (56 in 1984) and its main rival, 
the Rassemblement National des Indépendants 
gained 28 (39 in 1984). 

For the first time, two women (representing the 
USFP and the Istiglal) were elected to the Chamber. 


Il Last article p. 39345; reference article p. R142. 


WESTERN SAHARA 
UN Secretary-General’s visit 


Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the UN Secretary- 
General, visited Morocco, Algeria and Tuni- 
sia on May 31-June 6 for talks on the planned 
referendum on self-determination for West- 
ern Sahara [see p. 39393 for adoption of UN 
Security Council Resolution 809 in March 
calling for the holding of a referendum by the 
end of 1993]. Boutros-Ghali was accompa- 
nied by Lt.-Gen. Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, 
Pakistan Foreign Affairs Minister in 1982-87 
and 1988-91, the UN Special Representative 
in Western Sahara since 1992. 


During his tour Boutros-Ghali held talks with King 
Hassan II of Morocco, acting President Ali Kafi of 
Algeria and Mohammed Abdelazziz, chair of the 
pro-independence Polisario Front. At the end of his 
tour, Boutros-Ghali announced that he had pre- 
sented Polisario with a document containing “a 
new compromise” on the referendum. Polisario 
officials said that the document required careful 
study before judgment could be passed on it. 


W@ Last articles pp- 39393; 39441; reference article p. R146. 


ALGERIA 


Draft proposals for return to 
democracy 


On June 21 the ruling High Committee of 
State (HCS) unveiled a draft blueprint for “the 
return of the electoral process” in the country. 
The disclosure of the plan followed a third 
round of discussions between the HCS and 
political parties and other groups, in which the 
HCS sought to build a consensus on the trans- 
fer of power and the establishment of new 
political institutions. 

According to the plana two- to three-year transition 
period leading to the full restoration of democracy 
would start by December 1993 at the latest. The 
plan would be discussed at a national conference, 
and following amendments and approval would be 


put to a referendum [for previous HCS statements 
on referendum see pp. 39294-95; 39488-89]. 


Arrest of FIS leader in Germany 


Rabeh Kebir, the main spokesman in Europe 
for the outlawed Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), was arrested in Germany on June 7 on 
an international warrant issued by an Algiers 
court. Kebir was one of 26 Algerians sen- 
tenced to death in absentia in May for their 
role in the August 1992 Algiers airport bomb- 
ing [see pp. 39489; 39072]. As no extradition 
treaty existed between Algeria and Germany, 


the decision on Kebir’s extradition rested with 
the German authorities. 
Ina separate incident, Oussama Madani, son of the 


FIS leader Abbasi Madani, was arrested in Ger- 
many in early June. 


Attacks by Islamists - Government response 


Clashes between Islamists and the security 
forces continued on a daily basis throughout 
June. In a speech delivered to a national con- 
ference of the Organization of Martyrs’ Sons 
on June 19, Prime Minister Abdesselam Be- 
laid reiterated that the government would not 
enter into dialogue with the Islamists, whom 
he described as “a destructive force, opposed 
to the state and the nation”. 


At least two prominent secular intellectuals 
were killed during June [for assassination of 
Tahar Djaout, a leading writer, in late May see 
p. 39489]. Although no group claimed respon- 
sibility for the assassinations, the security 
forces blamed Islamist “terrorists”. 

On June 15 Mahfoud Boubcebci, an intemationally 
prominent psychiatrist, was shot dead outside the 
Drid-Hocine hospital in Algiers, where he was 
director. Mohammed Boukhobza, a sociologist and 
head of the National Institute for Global Strategy 
(INSEG), was killed in his Algiers home on June 
22. Boukhobza’s predecessor as INSEG head and 
a former Minister for Higher Education, Djilali 
Liabes, had been assassinated in March [see p. 
39392]. 


Radio Monte Carlo reported on June 19 that 
between 40 and 50 Algerian soldiers had been 
killed by an “armed Islamic group” in an 
ambush on June 13-14 in the Chrea mountains 
above Blida, south of Algiers. The report, 
citing “several reliable sources”, said that the 
army unit had been carrying out a security 
clean-up operation in the mountains. 

On June 23 a court in the eastern town of 
Constantine sentenced 12 Islamists to death 
(10 in absentia) for “threatening the security 
of the state”. A number of other Islamists were 
sentenced to death during June. 


Republic of Algeria radio reported on June 6 that 
the security forces had killed five “terrorists” that 
day in Algiers. Paramilitary gendarmes shot dead 
two Islamists in Algiers on June 29 a few hours after 
the pair had assassinated a security agent. 


W@ Last article pp. 39488-89; reference article pp. R133-34. 


TUNISIA 
Amnesty International report 


The London-based human rights organization 
Amnesty International released a report on 
June 3 detailing widespread human rights 
abuses in Tunisia. 


In particular, the report claimed that police officers 
had in the past two years arrested and abused hun- 
dreds of women, most related to members of Al-Na- 
hda, the outlawed radical Islamist grouping. 


The Tunisian Foreign Affairs Ministry issued a 
statement claiming that the report was “inadmissi- 
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ble in form and substance”, stressing Tunisia’s 
commitment to human rights, and highlighting the 
country’s “exemplary” record on women’s rights. 
Cabinet appointments , 

Prime Minister Hamed Karoui announced de- 
tails of a Cabinet reshuffle on June 14. 

The reshuffle included the following appointments: 
Mohamed Ben Rajab as Minister of Agriculture;. 
Ali Chaouch as Minister of Equipment and Hous- 
ing; and Abderrahim Zouari as Minister of Youth 
and Childhood. 


Wi Last article p. 39488; reference article p. R145. 


EGYPT 
Execution of Islamic activists 


Two Islamic activists were executed during 
June, the first time that death sentences had 
actually been carried out against Islamic mili- 
tants since the 1982 execution of five men 
convicted of assassinating President Anwar 
Sadat [see pp. 31494-95]. 


Hassan Ahmed Muhammed Hasan, convicted by a 
special military court in December 1992 of plotting 
to overthrow the government [see p. 39249], was 
executed in Alexandria on June 13, and Hassan 
Shehata Badran, convicted of killing a police offi- 
cer, was executed in a Cairo prison on June 23. 
Muhammed Abd al-Salam, an Egyptian convicted 
of spying for Israel, was also executed on June 13. 
Revelation of bombing and 
assassination campaign = 

In an interview with the Cairo daily newspa- © 
per Al-Ahram of June 4, Interior Minister Gen. 
Hussein Mohammed al-Alfi revealed that the 
security forces had recently foiled an Islamic 
fundamentalist plot to mount a campaign of 
bombings and assassinations over the Id aad 
Adha period. 


According to Gen. Alfi, the Islamists had planned 
to assassinate 10 senior political and public figures. 
The plot had been prepared abroad by “terrorist 
leaders” moving between Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Iran and the United States. 


Attack on tourist bus - Cairo car bomb 


The government blamed Islamists for a bomb 
attack on a tourist bus in central Cairo on June 
8. 


The attack resulted in the death of two Egyptians 
and injuries to 14 people, including five foreign 
(British) tourists. It matched a recent pattern of 
Islamist assaults on foreigners aimed at crippling 
the tourist industry, the country’s largest source of 
foreign revenue [see pp. 39438; 39392 for attacks 
on tourist targets in March and April]. Figures 
released by the Tourism and Civil Aviation Minis- 
try in June showed a 30 per cent decline in the 
number of tourists visiting Egypt during the first 
quarter of 1993 compared with the same period in 
1992. 


A car bomb exploded in the northern Cairo , 
suburb of Shubra on June 18, killing seven 
people and wounding more than 20 others. No 
group claimed responsibility; the security 
forces blamed Islamist “extremists”. 
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One police officer was killed and two were injured 
in Asyut on June 19 in a shoot-out with what were 
described as Islamist terrorists, one of whom also 
died. Two “terrorist fugitives” were killed ina clash 
with the security forces in Asyut on June 23. 


On June 26 the trial opened in Cairo of 32 suspected 


Islamist militants charged with assassination and 


armed robbery. The prosecution had demanded the 
death penalty for most of the accused. 


IMF talks 


On June 29 a high-level government team 
started talks in Washington with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) on a successor 
agreement to the 1991 standby credit facility 
which had expired in late May. Earlier rounds 
of talks in April and May [see pp. 39439; 
39488] had ended in disagreement over the 
pace and extent of economic reform. 


The Middle East Economic Digest of July 2 re- 
ported that the Egyptian negotiating team, headed 
by Central Bank governor Salah Hamel and Minis- 
ter of State for Cabinet Affairs Youssef Boutros- 
Ghali, were under instructions from President 
Mohammed Hosni Mubarak to “press for an easing 
of conditions” for a new arrangement. The IMF was 
reported to be pressing the government to speed up 
the pace of privatization, to introduce fresh tariff 
reductions, and to extend sales tax to cover the full 
range of goods and services. The government, how- 
ever, was opposed to the rapid implementation of 
a new IMF-backed reform package. 


Egyptian-Sudanese tension 


Relations between Egypt and Sudan remained 


tense during June [see p. 39488]. 


Sudanese Foreign Minister Husayn Sulayman Abu 
Salih visited Cairo on June 20-22 to attend a meet- 
ing of Organization of African Unity (OAU) for- 
eign ministers [see p. 39500]. During his visit Abu 
Salih held talks with his Egyptian counterpart Amr 
Mohammed Moussa on bilateral relations in gen- 
eral and the disputed territory of Halaib in particu- 
lar [see pp. 39259-60; 39488]. 


Shortly after the talks finished Sudan an- 
nounced its decision to close the two Egyptian 
consulates in Sudan and the two Sudanese 
consulates in Egypt. 


In a statement issued on June 22 a Sudanese For- 
eign Ministry spokesperson said that the Egyptian 
consulates had been engaged in “activities contrary 
to diplomatic laws and conventions” and that Egypt 
“was still leading plots against Sudan’s security”. 
Moussa described the closure as “an escalatory 
move that would only aggravate the situation” and 
said that “whoever had recommended it had made 
a mistake”. 

Egyptian President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak 
and Lt.-Gen. Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir, Chair 
of the ruling Revolutionary Command Council in 
Sudan, held a private meeting in Cairo on June 30. 
Bashir, who was visiting Cairo to attend the annual 
OAU conference, described the talks as “frank” and 
said that it had been agreed that Abu Salih and 
Moussa would meet in Cairo “to study all the 
controversial issues”. 


~~ Hi Last article pp. 39488; reference article pp. R135-36. 


UNCHR 


World Conference on 
Human Rights 


Delegates from more than 180 countries at- 
tended the first World Conference on Human 
Rights held in Vienna on June 14-25 under the 
auspices of the UN Commission for Human 
Rights (UNCHR). A final “Declaration and 
Programme of Action”, adopted by consen- 
sus, affirmed that human rights were “univer- 
sal, indivisible and interdependent”, and that 
their protection was the legitimate concern of 
the international community. The Declaration 
also emphasised the inter-relationship be- 
tween democracy, development and human 
rights, and reminded all states of their obliga- 
tion to take measures to protect special 
groups, particularly women and children, 
from human rights abuses. 


In the Programme of Action the conference urged 
the UN General Assembly to accord top prionty to 
the creation of the post of UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights. It called for the resources and 
mechanisms of the UN Human Rights Centre, af- 
filiated to the UNCHR [see p. 39443], to be 
strengthened, and for the International Law Com- 
mission to continue its work as an international 
criminal court. 


In a move overturning its ban on the specific 
mention of human rights violations, the con- 
ference also adopted two separate resolutions 
calling for an end to the fighting in Angola and 
in Bosnia-Hercegovina. In strongly worded 
statements it urged the immediate despatch of 
aid to Angola, and condemned the “unprece- 
dented violations of human rights and geno- 
cide” perpetrated by Serbs and Croats in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina. 


Afro-Asian and Arab objections 


The adoption of the final Declaration con- 
cealed intense differences between Afro- 
Asian and Arab countries on the one hand, and 
Western countries, Japan and the majority of 
the Commonwealth of Independent States 
(CIS) on the other. At the centre of these 
differences lay allegations by several Third- 
World countries which claimed that Western 
countries had sought to impose their values on 
different religious and cultural traditions. — 


Among the West’s most outspoken critics was 
China whose Deputy Foreign Minister Liu Huaqui 
on June 15 rejected “Western” interpretations of 
human rights saying that “individual rights and 
freedoms [were] invariably subject to the require- 
ments and provisions of the law”. 


The Chinese statement came in response to a 
speech on the opening day of the conference by US 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher, who 
warned that “we cannot let cultural relativism be- 
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come the last refuge of repression”, and maintained 
that the “universality” of human rights set a single 
standard of acceptable behaviour around the world. 


The issue of new UN agencies empowered to 
enforce the observance of human rights also 
divided the conference. Lobbying by some 
Western delegations in favour of a UN com- 
missioner for human rights was reported to 
have been vigorously opposed by Asian and 
Arab nations. Under an eventual compromise 
the conference agreed to leave the final deci- 
sion to the UN General Assembly. 


Subsequent reports indicated that Third-World 
countries had also resisted plans for the creation of 
a UN court of human rights, favouring instead the 
more diluted version of the Programme of Action 
which recommended the International Law Com- 
mission to consider the institution of an interna- 
tional penal court. 


Divisions intensified further over the question of 
linking economic aid to human rights. On June 17 
Indonesia’s Foreign Minister Ali Alatas called on 
the industrialized world to demonstrate greater 
“flexibility” in its approach to the implementation 
of human rights elsewhere. His appeal was rejected 
by the Japanese representative Nabuo Matsunuga, 
who on June 18 declared that Japan regarded aid 
for development as instrumental to the promotion 
of human rights. 


References to human rights violations related to 
specific bilateral and regional disputes, banned by 
the conference, also fuelled controversy. Ina series 
of angry exchanges over Kashmir on June 16 and 
19, India and Pakistan accused each other of flout- 
ing human rights. On June 16 Yassir Arafat, chair 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), 
accused Israel of committing “genocide” in the 
Occupied Territories, while Portugal raised the is- 
sue of human rights violations in East Timor. 


Criticism by non-governmental human 
rights groups 

Some 1,500 non-governmental organizations, 
which were denied participation in the draft- 
ing of the final declaration at the insistence of 
China, issued a separate statement on June 25 
criticizing the conference for failing to com- 
mit governments to adopt tougher measures 
to protect human rights. Earlier, human rights 
groups had clashed with China after it op- 
posed, successfully, attempts by Tibet’s ex- 
iled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, to 
address the conference. 


A forum organized by non-governmental groups on 
June 25 condemned Japan for evading compensa- 
tion for “war crimes” in relation to the supply of 
Korean “comfort women” to the Japanese Imperial 
Army during Japan’s colonial occupation of Korea 
[see p. 38721]. 


i Reference article pp. R156-57. 
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NATO 


Meeting of Foreign Ministers 


The spring meeting of Foreign Ministers of 
the member countries of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) was held in 
Athens on June 10. Discussions focused on 
the conflict in Bosnia-Hercegovina, with min- 
isters reportedly expressing support for a US 
proposal to convene a NATO summit aimed 
at improving co-operation in handling future 
European crises. 


A communiqué issued afterwards endorsed the 
May agreement in Washington to establish “safe 
areas” in Bosnia-Hercegovina [see p. 39469], and 
stressed NATO’s commitment to “enforce UN em- 
bargoes in the Adriatic with the Western European 
Union (WEU)” [see below]. 


As on previous occasions the communiqué took 
care to highlight the “transatlantic partnership” be- 
tween North America and Europe as the linch-pin 
of “European security and stability”. At the same 
time ministers drew attention to NATO’s transfor- 
mation as a broader alliance working in co-opera- 
tion with the states of eastern Europe and the former 
Soviet Union within the framework of the North 
Atlantic Co-Operation Council (NACC). 


Joint NAC-WEU meeting 


A joint session of the North Atlantic Council 
(NAC) and the Council of the WEU, held in 
Brussels on June 8, approved a single com- 
mand and control arrangement for air and sea 
policing of UN sanctions against Yugoslavia 
agreed by NATO and the WEU in July 1992 
[see p. 39013]. 


The joint embargo operation in the Adriatic, code- 
named “Sharp Guard”, came into effect on June 15, 
marking the first such joint action undertaken by 
the WEU and NATO since their inception in 1948 
and 1949 respectively. 


NACC meeting 


Foreign Ministers of the NACC who met in 
Athens on June 11 welcomed the recommen- 
dations of the Ad Hoc Group on Co-Operation 
in Peacemaking (established following a 
NACC meeting in December 1992—see p. 
39250), which urged further joint peacekeep- 
ing activities in support of the UN and the 
Conference on Security and Co-operation in 
Europe (CSCE). 


In their final statement ministers called for a halt to 
the war in Bosnia-Hercegovina, and expressed con- 
cem over a possible widening of the conflict into 
neighbouring areas and adjacent countries. Draw- 
ing attention to the continuing crises in the former 
Soviet republics of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia 
and Tajikistan, ministers appealed for their early 
resolution under the auspices of the UN and the 
CSCE: 


Bi Last article p. 39490; reference article pp. R154-55. 


GATT 
New Director-General - 


Peter Sutherland was elected on June 9 as the 
fourth Director-General of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
replacing Arthur Dunkel. 


Sutherland, 47, was due to take office on July 1 for 
an initial two-year term renewable for a further four 
years. A former Irish Attorney General and former 
member of the Commission of the European Com- 
munities (EC) in charge of competition policy (in 
1985-89, he said upon his appointment that he 
would accord top priority to achieving “a quick, 
comprehensive and far-reaching conclusion” to the 
six-year-old Uruguay Round of multilateral trade 
talks. 

US-EC agreement on oilseeds 


France on June 8 lifted its objections to the 
EC-US agreement on oilseeds reached in No- 
vember 1992 [see pp. 39176-77; 39250], but 
reiterated its opposition to other aspects of 
that accord. Acceptance of the deal by France, 
signalled at a meeting of EC Foreign Minis- 
ters in Luxembourg, had been expected since 
late May when the EC approved more gener- 
ous payments to farmers for land “set aside” 
from production [see p. 39484]. 

News of the altered French stance triggered nation- 
wide protests by French farmers on June 9. French 
government ministers, however, assured farmers 
that France remained opposed to the EC-US deal 
as a whole. This was underlined by French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur who said after holding 
talks in Washington with US President Bill Clinton 
on June 15 that his country would not accept the 
US-EC agreement on farm trade “even if all the rest 
of the GATT trade negotiations tum out in satisfac- 
tory fashion”. 

Controversy over US-German 
telecommunications deal 


The European Commission on June 11 
warned German firms against flouting EC law 
following the disclosure of a US-German deal 
on telecommunications contracts under which 
both sides agreed to lift sanctions. In May the 
EC had imposed sanctions against the USA in 
retaliation for US action against nine EC 
member countries which were alleged to have 
discriminated against outsiders in govern- 
ment procurement of telecommunications 
equipment. 

Hearing on US steel duties - 
Investigation into banana curbs 


The GATT subsidies committee on June 4 
established an independent disputes panel to 
rule on EC complaints over the imposition in 
January of US duties on European steel im- 
ports [see pp. 39298; 39346; 39441]. Revised 
duties on steelmakers from EC countries and 
13 other countries were imposed by the USA 
on June 22 after it alleged that they had sold 
steel in the USA at below market prices. 


On June 16 GATT’s executive council ac- 
ceded to a request by Costa Rica to launch a 


- 
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formal investigation into the legality of new 


EC restrictions on Latin American banana 


exports, expected to come into force on July 
1. In May a GATT arbitration panel had ruled 
the restrictions unfair [see p. 39490]. 


New accession 


St Vincent and the Grenadines acceded to the 
GATT on May 18 as its 111th contracting 
party. 

Wi Last article p. 39490; reference article p. R151-52. 


OPEC 
Oil Ministers’ meeting 


Fears of a further fall in oil prices grew after 
Oil Ministers from the Organization of Petro- 
leum Exporting Countries (OPEC) meeting in 
Geneva on June 8-10 failed to find a formula 
acceptable to all 12 members of the cartel. In 
a resolution which Kuwait refused to endorse, 
ministers agreed to roll over total OPEC out- 
put quotas of 23,582,000 barrels per day 
(bpd), fixed in February [see p. 39346], into 
the third quarter from July to September. In- 
dividual allocations were to be reviewed at 
OPEC’s next monitoring committee meeting 
scheduled for the end of September. 


Pressure to approve the roll-over resolution 
had intensified after ministers rejected a Ku- 
waiti demand for an increase in its third-quar- 


ter allocation from its present quota of . 


1,600,000 bpd to 2,160,000 bpd. Kuwait had 
argued that OPEC’s offer of an increase to 
1,760,000 bpd (representing a 10 per cent rise) 
did not come close to fulfilling Kuwait’s de- 
mand for a boost in output to more than 


2,000,000 bpd. In February Kuwait had reluc- | 


tantly accepted its individual allocation on 
condition that it would be given a much bigger 
quota later, in line with the rapid recovery in 
its oil production potential [ibid.]. 


Several ministers stressed, however, that OPEC 
could not boost production if oil prices were to rise. 
Speaking at a press conference after the first day of 
talks, Saudi Arabia’s Petroleum and Mineral Re- 
sources Minister Hisham Nazer said that he was not 
satisfied with oil prices languishing more than 


US$3 a barrel below OPEC’s reference price of ~ 


US$21. Algeria, Iran and Libya were also reported 
to have pushed for the group to keep the production 
ceiling unchanged at 23,582,000 bpd even though 
demand for OPEC oil was expected to rise slightly 
in the third quarter. 


Ministers acted quickly to minimise the damage to 
market confidence. Nazer said after the meeting 
that prices in the third quarter would stabilize if all 
members adhered to their quotas. 


On June 15 Kuwait, which had earlier announced 
that it would produce up to its capacity of 2,200,000 
bpd, appeared to soften its stance, saying that in the 


- 


third quarter it would raise output slowly to_- 


2,000,000 bpd without flooding the market or push- 
ing prices lower. 


i Last article p. 39442; reference article p. R155. 
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OECD 


Ministerial Council meeting 
Ministers from the 24 member countries of the 


Organization for Economic Co-operation and 


Development (OECD) gathered in Paris on 
June 2-3 for their annual Council meeting. A 
communiqué issued afterwards urged action 
“to restore strong, sustained growth with im- 
proved employment prospects”, and efforts to 
“achieve a substantial, comprehensive and 
balanced outcome of the Uruguay Round [of 
multilateral trade talks] by the end of the 
year”. 

Ministers also welcomed the OECD’s interim 
report on unemployment—the first of a two- 
year task force set up at the previous year’s 
meeting [see pp. 38938-39]—which recom- 
mended structural reforms, labour market 
flexibility and improved training to bring 
down total jobless figures. 


Concem over slow growth and rising unemploy- 
ment, particularly in Europe, had dominated dis- 
cussions, with ministers expressing doubt about the 
prospects of an early recovery. The European Com- 
munity (EC) Commissioner for economic and fi- 
nancial affairs, Henning Christophersen, described 
the present state of European unemployment as “an 
enormous waste of resources”. 


The OECD’s semi-annual Economic Outlook, re- 
leased on June 1, predicted that unemployment in 
the industrialized countries would rise in the first 
half of 1994 to 36,000,000, the highest absolute 
figure and the highest percentage rate since the 
Second World War. Figures for growth in the in- 
dustrialized world in 1993 were revised down- 
wards to just over | per cent, as against 1.9 percent 
projected six months earlier. Output was expected 
to be worst in Europe, where it was due to contract 
by 0.3 per cent in 1993. The USA, however, was 
expected to experience relatively high growth at 2.6 
per cent in 1993, rising to 3.1 per cent in 1994, 
while the Japanese economy was projected to grow 
at 1 per cent in 1993 and 3.3 per cent in 1994. 


An announcement at the end of the meeting 
said that ministers had “invited” Mexico and 
the OECD to examine “the terms and condi- 
tions of [Mexico’s] membership with a view 
towards early entry”. Mexico’s application 
for membership of the OECD was said to have 
received strong backing from Canada and the 
USA. 


Wi Last article p. 39251; reference article p. R155. 


IMF 


New member 


The membership of the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF) reached 178 with one new 
admission on June 24 [see p. 39441 for April 
admissions]. 


The Federated States of Micronesia, whose Sec- 


__tetary of Finance Aloysius Tuuth signed the IMF’s 


articles of agreement in Washington, would have 


an initial quota of 2,250,000 special drawing rights 
(SDRs). 
Wi Last article pp. 39489-90; reference article pp. R154-55. 


WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 


Ninth AIDS conference 


More than 15,000 delegates from 166 coun- 
tries attended the ninth international confer- 
ence on AIDS (acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome) held in Berlin on June 7-11 [for 
eighth AIDS conference see p. 39032]. 


In a keynote address to delegates Michael 
Merson, Director of the World Health Organi- 
zation (WHO) Global Programme on AIDS, 
warned of “the relentless advance” of HIV 
(human immunodeficiency virus). Referring 
to the latest official figures from WHO, Mer- 
son said that the total number of known AIDS 
cases in 1993 stood at 2,500,000—20 per cent 
higher than in the previous year. Of a total of 
13,000,000 HIV infections since the start of 
the pandemic in 1983, the largest number, 
more than 8,000,000, were in sub-Saharan 
Africa. 


The biggest increase over the previous 12 
months had been in Latin America, South 
Asia, and South-East Asia. In each region 
there were at least 1,500,000 HIV infections, 
with the increase in infections explosive in 
South and South East Asia. 

Backed by the World Bank, WHO appealed for 
US$2,500 million to be spent annually on AIDS 
prevention in the developing world, predicting that 
the number of new adult infections during the rest 
of the decade could then be held down to 
10,000,000 rather than the currently projected 
20,000,000. 

Wi Last article pp. 39490-91; reference article p. R159. 


WAR CRIMES 
Murder of Bousquet 


René Bousquet, 84, the former police chief 
under France’s wartime Vichy regime and 
allegedly responsible for the deportation of 
thousands of French Jews to Nazi death 
camps, was shot dead at his home in Paris on 
June 8. Christian Didier, who was charged 
with the murder, said afterwards that he had 
been sent by God to ensure that good prevailed 
over evil. 

Bousquet, unmasked in 1979, had been charged 
formally in 1991 with war crimes [see pp. 37899; 
38268; R159(1992)]. French Jewish leaders con- 
demned his killing, saying that France had been 
deprived of a chance to establish the truth about its 
collaboration with the Nazis. 

Charges against Touvier 


A French court in Paris on June 2 ordered the 
alleged war criminal Paul Touvier to stand 
trial over the execution of seven Jewish hos- 
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tages by the Gestapo in 1944 [see pp. 37019; 
37899; 38367]. The ruling was expected to put 
an end to the controversy which followed the 
dropping of war crimes charges against Tou- 
vier in April 1992 [see p. 38891]. 


i Last article p. 39395; reference article pp. R158-59. 


AVIATION 


Conclusion of investigation 
into shooting-down of KAL-007 


The International Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO) on June 14 formally concluded its 
investigation into the shooting down of a Ko- 
rean Air Lines Boeing 747 on the night of 
Aug. 31-Sept. 1, 1983 [see pp. 32513-17]. The 
investigation had been resumed in December 
1992 following the emergence of new evi- 
dence submitted by Russia [see pp. 39171; 
39191}: 


In its final report the ICAO observed that 
while the crew of flight KAL-007 had failed 
to maintain the aircraft on its assigned track, 
the Soviet Air Defence Centre, by not estab- 
lishing the identity of the aircraft before or- 
dering the attack, had violated ICAO 
standards relating to the interception of civil 
aircraft. 


i Last article p. 39491; reference article pp. R148-49. 


IN BRIEF 


ENVIRONMENT: The launch was reported in 
early June of the International Green Cross (IGC), 
which was intended to include a “catastrophe re- 
sponse unit” (providing scientific expertise during 
environmental emergencies), and to promote envi- 
ronmental education and the development of legis- 
lative proposals for international environmental 
protection; its first president would be the former 
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. 


IMO: Albania on June 9 became the 141st member 
of the International Maritime Organization [for 
March accessions see p. 39395]. 


SPACE RESEARCH: The US House of Repre- 
sentatives voted on June 28 by 220 to 196 tosupport 
a more modest Freedom space station. The redes- 
igned project, supported by the Clinton administra- 
tion, was expected to cost US$2,100 million a year 
over the next five years. A further US$5,500 mil- 
lion would be required to make the proposed space 
station fit for occupancy by the end of the century. 


UNDP: James G. Speth (USA) was confirmed by 
the UN General Assembly on June 15 as the new 
Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). He replaced William 
Draperz who in May announced his resignation 
[see p. 39490] after six years in the post [see p. 
35230], effective from July 15. 
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